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Waters of Life!
Where Are My Children?

Where Are My Flowers?

A Continuation of
To Stand Alone With G-d!

6.10.2004
"הבה לי בנים ואם אין מתה אנוכי"... "תני נא לי מדודאי בנך"...
”כה אמר ה', קול ברמה נשמע, נהי בכי תמרורים,

רחל מבכה על בניה, מאנה להינחם על בניה כי איננו:

כה אמר ה', מנעי קולך מבכי, ועיניך מדמעה, כי יש שכר לפעולתך נאום ה', ושבו מארץ אויב:

ויש תקווה לאחריתך נאום ה', ושבו בנים לגבולם:"

בראשית ל:א,יד, ירמיהו לא:י"ד-ט"ז  -  B’reshit 30:1,14, Yirmeyahu 31:14-16
“Give me children – or I am dying!” “Please give me some of your son’s flowers.”

“Thus said Hashem: A voice, loud and strong, is heard in Heaven heights. Lamentation,  bitter crying.

Rachel weeps for her children. She refuses to be consoled for her children, for they are gone.

Thus said Hashem: Refrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears; 

for there is a reward for your effort Says Hashem and they will return from the enemy’s land. 

And there is a hope for your future Says Hashem and the children will return to their border.”

‘Four are the foremothers!’ The children of all the foremothers have suffered equally from our brutal and murderous enemies, during wars and exiles. Why then “Rachel weeps for her children” more than all other foremothers? Why G-d takes special pain to console Rachel? 


1. Rashi quotes Midrash Rabbah: “Our Patriarchs and Matriarchs, foresaw with their prophesy the destruction of the Holy Temple and our exile with all its brutish consequences. Therefore, their soul in Heaven went to appease the Holy One, blessed be He, after Menashe the King of Yehudah, placed an idol in the Temple, which was a prime cause, years later, for the destruction of the Temple and the devastation of Yerushalayim. But, G-d was not appeased. At Rachel’s turn, she supplicated to G-d: “O L-rd of the Universe! Whose mercy is greater? Your mercy or the mercy of a flesh and blood person? You must admit that Your mercy is greater. Now, did I not bring my rival into my house? For all the fourteen years that Ya’acov labored for my father, he worked only for me. Nevertheless, when I came to enter the nuptial canopy, they brought in my sister Le’ah instead, and not only that I kept silent, but I even gave her my password. You, too, if your children have brought an idol into Your house, in Your mercy, please overcome Your anger and forgive them.” Hashem answered her, “Your defense has merit. Your full recompense for giving the password to your sister and a reward for your righteousness and ritual devotion is awaiting you. Therefore, although Yerushalayim will be punished by destruction and its inhabitants will endure a holocaust, nevertheless, there is a hope for your future. Not only your own children, but all those Jews who will be saved and exiled, one day, although in a distant future, will return with full force and glory, to their border.”

2. Problems are the greatest drive for prayer and children are women’s greatest concern. There are millions of barren couples in the world who lack the happiness of child bearing. Nevertheless, Rachel’s suffering was greater, because she lived in the same household together with her sister and the two maids, who during seven years bore to Ya’acov eleven children, while she remained barren. Her frustration was so much greater, because despite the possession of love and beauty, as it is written: - “And Rachel was beautiful of form and beautiful of appearance and Ya’acov loved her”(Breshit 29:17-18), nevertheless, she lacked happiness. As if G-d is informing us that, love and beauty are not a guaranty for happiness. Tremendous physical and mental stress Rachel sustained for her children, more than an average mother. She suffered terrible hardship till she bore her first son and died while delivering her second one. A mother, the more she endures for her children, the more she values them and the greater is her love and concern for them. A mother, even after her departure to heaven from our temporary world, her soul still prays and intercedes for her children. Rachel, is a symbol of a suffering mother who values her children, and although resting in her comfortable abode in the heights of Heaven, she is ready, more than any other mother, to plead, supplicate and cry, for her offspring in their time of need, even thousands of years after her passing away. 

Rachel’s case with G-d was stronger than our other foremothers. Rachel was 14 years old when Ya’acov met and loved her from first sight. Although living on the same estate, they had to wait seven years till her father permitted them to get married. She died young, only 15 years after her wedding. Cut as a flower at the prime of her life, at the age of 36 years. If her sister Le’ah had cried all her life, till she got married, Rachel cried all her life since she got married. But her problems did not cease with her death. Therefore, she continues to cry in Heaven, where she seeks to ensure that what she planted on earth but did not live for the happiness to see it grow, continues to flourishe on the right path. Therefore, her weeping and pleading in Heaven’s heights echoes, and is heard stronger and louder than the crying of our other foremothers. Rachel refuses to be easily consoled, because her reward must be matched with her suffering. Till G-d sends the prophet Yirmiyahu, as a special messenger, to inform Rachel in Heaven, and us, her children on earth, that there is still a hope for our future, when all Jewish children will return to their border.   

Our Sages taught that the Matriarchs were barren, because G-d desires the prayers of the righteous (Yevamot 64a). Presumably, Le’ah would be included in that dictum, yet she conceived at the night of her wedding. Le’ah’s exception was because: 1. She wept constantly in prayer that she would not have to marry Esav, Ya’acov’s brother, till her eyes became tender. People used to say: “Rivkah has two sons and her brother Lavan had two daughters, Le’ah the eldest daughter would be married to Esav the eldest son while the youngest daughter Rachel was destined to marry the youngest son, Ya’acov.” Great is prayer, for Le’ah’s prayer brought about annulment of the decree that she marry Esav, and even allowed her to be the first to marry Ya’acov and have children with Him. 2. Her predicament, as the less favored wife, caused G-d to have mercy on her. “Hashem saw that Le’ah was hated, therefore He opened her womb, while Rachel He kept barren. Le’ah conceived and bore a son and she named him, ראו-בן ‘Re’u–Ben’ – ‘Look, it’s a Boy, or ראו-בין – Re’u-Bain, See The Difference. …Because Hashem has discerned my humiliation, for now my husband will love me.’ And she bore again a son, and declared: Because Hashem שמע – Shama, Heard that I am hated, therefore He gave me this one too, and she named him Shim-On, …and she bore again a son and declared: ‘This time my husband will accompany me, because I bore him three children,’ therefore He, - Hashem and Ya’acov - named him Levi. She conceived again and bore a son, and declared: ‘This time let me gratefully thank Hashem,’ therefore she named him Yehudah, then she stopped giving birth.”  ”Otherwise, Judgement would have dictated that Le’ah, like Sarah, Rivkah, and Rachel, would have been barren until her prayers would succeed in changing her nature. 3. Re’uven, you are…ראשית אוני - my initial vigor, “this is the first drop, that he never saw a wet dream in his life,” (Rashi, Yevamot 76a). Why Ya’acov had to inform and include this statement in his son’s blessing, and why the Torah had to record it? Ya’acov got married at the age of 84, and to be able to declare that during such a long period he watched himself to such a degree, never to see a wet dream, is a testimony of an exceptional high moral standard and power of self-control. As a measure for measure, G-d had to recompense him, with conception from his first drop. 


Rachel longed for children, but in vain. She begged Ya’acov to help her, but to no avail. “So Rachel became envious of her sister.” ‘Rachel was certain that Le’ah had earned the privilege of having so many children because of her superior righteousness.’ She pleaded with Ya’acov: “הבה לי בנים, ואם אין, מתה אנוכי - Give me sons – or I am dying.” ‘If you do not pray and gain children for me, I will remain childless and be regarded as dead, or die from grief.’ Rachel is trying fertility inducing flowers, with no results. She asked Le’ah to give her some of the “Dudaim” flowers which where known to possess fertility powers, that Re’uven brought for his mother from the field. Rachel and Le’ah each had their own tents, and Ya’acov alternated between them. That night, Ya’acov was to have stayed with Rachel, but she had ceded the privilege to Le’ah in exchange for the Dudaim flowers. That same night Le’ah conceived a fifth son to Ya’acov and Rachel, again frustrated with disappointments, despite the “Dudaim” remained barren for another three years. 

The eleventh child born to Ya’acov, was a daughter that Leah bore to him, and she named her דינה Dinah. A name derived from the word דין – Din = Judgement. For Le’ah passed judgment on herself and reasoned, “Ya’acov is destined to beget twelve tribes, I have already borne six, and each of the handmaids has borne two, making a total of ten. If the child I am carrying now is a male, then Rachel will not even be equal to one of the handmaids.” In order to spare Rachel from such a humiliation, Le’ah prayed that the fetus will be a female, (Brachot 60a).  Finally G-d remembered Rachel; hearkened her crying and opened her womb. He took cognizance: 1. Her virtue. 2. Her fear that if she remains barren Ya’acov might divorce her and she would be expected to marry the wicked Esav. 3. Her fervent desire to participate, personally in the creation of the People of Israel. G-d’s desire for the prayers of the righteous had been sated, and He gave Rachel her first child.

Seven married years, Rachel suffered humiliations. Ya’acov’s readiness to devote 14 years of hard physical toil to win the right to marry Rachel, seven years before the proposed marriage, as cash payments, and another seven years on credit, after he was fooled at the wedding night with Le’ah, proves that he loved her.  Therefore, Rachel became his primary wife, the main Mistress of the house. We find that Rachel was recognized as such, even among the tribe of Yehudah, who are the descendants of Leah. As stated in the book of Ruth, (Ruth 4:11). During the wedding of Boaz, who was from the tribe of Yehudah, he was blessed by the people: “May Hashem make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and like Leah, both of whom have built up the house of Israel,” and Rachel is mentioned before Le’ah. Nevertheless, as if just for spite, in her own household every one bore children, and only Rachel remained barren. A pain and a humiliation, that only a woman can feel and realize.  

Therefore, when finally Rachel conceived and bore a son, she exclaimed, "אסף אלוקים חרפתי" – “Asaf Elokim Cherpati – finally G-d has removed my humiliation and she named him with a prayer: “יוסף ה' לי בן אחר – Yosef, O Hashem, please add on for me another son.” The name Yosef, is a play on two concepts: "אסף" …"יוסף".  “Assaf” = removed and “Yosef” = add on. Rachel is thanking G-d for accepting her tears and removing her disgrace by becoming a mother to one of the future twelve tribes of the People of Israel. But knowing that Ya’acov will beget one more son, to form the twelve tribes, Rachel continues to pray and cry, that she will becomes the mother of that son. Her request for the future was a plea for mercy to Hashem, the name of Mercy. 

Since Rachel’s first pregnancy and delivery was smooth, she realized that no physical defect prevented her bearing children, and that none of the fertility inducing flowers did help her. To be or not to be a mother, depends on the will and mercy of our Father in Heaven. Therefore, she cries and implores Hashem: “If, physically, I am able to beget children, O’ please spare me this disgrace, please let me not have a smaller share in the building of the Jewish people than each of the two maids. Please let me have just one more son, the twelfth son of Ya’akov and the twelfth tribe of Israel.” Therefore, she called him Yosef, a name that represented her perpetual prayer, “O G-d, please add me one son more.” Another seven years passed and Ya’acov did not get any more children. During those seven years, each time Rachel utters the name of her son Yosef, or even when she hears his name being called by others, she feels a pinch in her heart and she starts to cry and murmur a prayer to G-d, “O please add me another son.” Thus the name Yosef, beyond an identity name, is a prayer of a suffering mother: “O G-d, in your mercy, please give me another son!” 

At the end of the seventh year, Rachel conceives again but she dies at the delivery. She did not live to see her second child, she lived only to feel him and to hear that it is a boy, a son. "ויהי בהקשותה בלדתה, ותאמר לה המילדת: 'אל תיראי, כי גם זה לך בן'. ויהי בצאת נפשה כי מתה, ותקרא את שמו בן-אוני, ואביו קרא לו בנימין".  – “Rachel went into labor, and had difficulty in her childbirth. There upon the midwife told her: “Have no fear, for this child too, is a son.” And as she was expiring–she named him בן-אוני Ben-Oni, - Son of My Mourning, since his birth caused her death - but his father called him Binyamin – son of my right hand, of my strength. (Breshit 35:16-19). 

Rachel’s first plea to Ya’akov: “Give me sons – the minimal of plural being two – or I am dying” – have ben realized. Rachel died at the moment she got her second son. “Have no fear, for this one, too, is a son!” What was Rachel afraid of? To a woman who is dying, what is the difference if her baby is a son or a daughter? 1. Since Rachel was craving to have at least an equal share with the handmaids in the building of the Jewish people, therefore it was important for her to beget a son who will become one of the 12 tribes. Therefore, bearing a daughter at this time, would have been for her a great disappointment. Therefore, the midwife’s reassured her that she begot a son, knowing that this will be her best consolation at the moment of grief when she is departing from this world.

2. The Mishnah states: “For three transgressions women die during childbirth: for being careless regarding the laws of menstruation, the tithe from dough, and kindling the Shabbath light” (Shabbath 2:6).

The righteous foremother Rachel, as all the foremothers of Israel, during her entire married life, zealously observed the above mentioned three commandments. But in contradistinction to the observance of Challah and Shabbath Candle Lighting which are observed in the open, and certainly have been noticed by every one, the observance of family purity laws are kept in strict secrecy. Now that she was dying at childbirth, she feared that her expiring during labor would serve the gossips as a proof that she was lax in the observance of family purity. “Did I create a stigma for my children and a shame for my husband, the righteous forefather whom G-d Himself named him Ya’acov and Israel?” The message she got was: Do not fear! The son that was just born to you, will become one of the twelve tribes of Israel and much more. The holiest part of the Holy Temple in Yerushalayim, קודש הקודשים – “The Holy of Hollis,” will be built in the portion of your son Binyamin. All this will become possible and serve as a proof of your righteousness and zeal in the observance of the laws of family purity and sanctity.
הדחף והכוח מעולם לא לחטוא!

The drive and power 

never to sin!
    "Four died sinless, only due to the bad advice of the 'snake' which caused Chava and Adam to sin and resulted with a decree that no man will live for ever. [The righteous as the sinner must die!]: Binyamin – the son of Ya'akov, Amram – the father of Moshe Rabbenu, Ishay – the father of King David and Kil'av – the son of King David." (Shabbat 55). There must be a reason why those four people, above and beyond all others had the drive, strength, determination and power to overcome all temptation and never sin. It does not seem logical that they have been picked up just at random.

    Binyamin: It is not difficult to contemplate his feeling: His mother, the Foremother Rachel died in labor while delivering him. We learn in the Talmud: "For three transgression women die during childbirth: for being careless regarding: [the Purity laws of] menstruation, the tithe from the dough, and kindling the [Shabbath] candle." (Shabbat 2:6). Therefore he feared that the satirists of the generation will maintain: "We saw Rachel separating tithe from the dough and lighting the Shabbat Candles. However the observance of "Family Purity Laws" is kept in strict privacy, therefore no one knows any thing about her observance. Therefore, the fact that she died in labor proves that she did not observe the laws of 'Family Purity'!" This claim would put a dark shade on the forefather and foremother of our people and consequently upon our entire nation. Since Binyamin was born from this tragic childbirth of his mother, he felt a drive and obligation to disprove this satiric blame. Binyamin saw no other way to refute the above claim, only by leading an exemplary sinless life, that every body will admit that such a righteous man could not have been born to parents who did not strictly observe the laws of Family Purity and Sanctity. 

The Holy Temple of Yerushalayim, was geographically located at the Land of Yehudah, except for the small conclave of the Holy of Holy, which was at the Land of Binyamin! Why? The Holy of Holy contained the Holy Arch, with the G-d's finger-engraved Ten Commandments, and the Holy Torah Scrolls written by our Master Mosheh-Rabbeinu, which served as a beacon of light to humanity and demanding from us Jews and the world righteous behavior. Therefore it could be placed only in the land of Binyamin, a man who during his lifetime did not sin, in order that no one will be able to reproach us: You first behave yourself before you tell us how to behave!  

Few different reasons for Rachel's death are mentioned. One of them: Yaakov was such a righteous person, that G-d had fulfilled even his unintentional tragic curse during his confrontation with Lavan, his father in law : "With whomever you find your gods shall not live! As Ya'akov did not know that Rachel had stolen them," (Breshit 31:32). 

    In the same vein, there must be similar reasons that drove the three other above mentioned personalities, to become the utmost righteous people who never sinned. At any rate we must observe that Moshe Rabbenu, the only human being to whom G-d spoke face to face, and King David who is the beginning of the kingdom of Mashi'ach, could not have been born from anyone else but someone who never sinned. Kil'av might had the same drive as Binyamin, to prove that his father King David did not sin. LA,CA, Shvat 5766.
Only to few of the people mentioned in the Torah, there is an explanation of their names and who named them. Most of those names cited were given by the mothers. Why? 1. Only the mother risks her life to bare a child, therefore, she deserves the right and honor to name her child according to her craving. 2. A mother is attached to her child much more than the father, she will use its name with affection many times more than the father, therefore, it is only right that she will be the one to choose the name that she will cherish. 

Therefore, there must have been some special significance if the names where given by someone else than the mother. It may be categorized as follows: 1. Named by G-d. 2. Named by G-d and the father, plus another name added by G-d. 3. G-d added a letter to existing names. 4. Named by G-d and the father. 5. Six were named before they were born, five by G-d and one by the angel of G-d, and renamed by their father or their savior (Pirkay de’Rabbee Eli’ezer 32). 6. Named by the father. 7. Named by the father and the mother. 8. Named by the mother. 9. Named by other people. 10. Named by unidentified people.
1. Adam  and Chava. A. Obviously, there was no one else there to name them. B. G-d had to name the first man and woman, as a proclamation that He created them. As it is written: “On the day that G-d created Adam, in the likeness of G-d He created him. Male and female He created them. He blessed them and called their name Adam, on the day they were created, (Breshit 5:1-2). Chavah was named by Adam, since she was part of his bones and flesh. 

2. Ya’akov, to whom G-d added the name of Yisrael, since all his children where righteous and with him started the Jewish people. The face of Ya’acov is engraved under the Throne of Glory. The Midrash about Ya’acov’s dream, illustrates who he was. “and behold! Angels of G-d were ascending and descending on it.” When the angels arrived to heaven, they told other angels, the person whose face is engraved under the Throne of Glory, is sleeping now at the base of this ladder, if you want to see him descend on this ladder… (Breshit 28:12). 

3. Avraham and Sarah, our forefather and our foremother, G-d added only one letter to their names. 

4. Levi, because from him will emanate for posterity the priesthood and they will also serve in G-d’s Holy temple. 

5. Yitzchak, Ishmael, Moshe, Shlomo, Yoshi’yahu and “Yinon”, King Moshi’ach. 

Yitzchak, became the second of our three forefathers. Yitzchak means: He will laugh, because Avraham and Sarah laughed when they heard the good tiding that they will bear a son. The name יצחק are also initials of the Hebrew numerical value of the numbers = 10-90-8-100, since Avraham experienced 10 tests. Sarah was 90 years old when she give birth to Yitzchak. Yitzchak was the first Jew who was circumcised on his 8th day. And Avraham was 100 years old when Yitzchak was born.  

Yishmael, his name was suggested to his mother, only through the angel of G-d. “You shall conceive and give birth to a son; you shall name him Yishma’el, for Hashem have heard your prayer.” He became the head of twelve princes “I will make him into a great nation.” But with G-d’s warning that no education will help him to become a “mentch.” For posterity he will remain a פרא אדם – a wild man (Breshit 16:11-16, 25:12-18). Why G-d found it necessary to name a person who will become a wild man? A similar question is asked why G-d gave prophecy to the wicked Bilam? Midrash Tanchuma answers: The people of the world contended, “If we would have prophets we would be as righteous as Yisrael.” Therefore G-d gave prophecy to Bilam, but instead of doing good to the people of the world, he counseled them to liberate themselves from chastity, and practice open harlotry in order ti defeat the Jewish people (Bamidbar 22:5, 25:1-6). In the same vein, before our forefather Ya’acov got his 12 tribes, the Torah mentions that Yishmael and Esav each of them got also 12 kings and princes. “These are the kings who reignned in the lland of Edom, before a king reigned over the Children of Yisrael. (Breshit 25:12-18, 36:1-43). Similarly, from the six people named by G-d before they have been born, the first one had to be from the people of the world, that they could not contend that G-d do not pay propre attention to them. Nevertheless, since Yishmael was to become a wild man, the naming could not have been by G-d Himself, but only through a messanger angel. And although the Jewish people will suffer greatly in the near and far future from the children of Yishmael. Therefore, another meaning to the name of Yishmael = a prayer, G-d please hear the cry of Jewish people from the affliction that Yishmael will cause them at the end of time (T’hilim 55:20). In our time: the year 5758 – (‘998), the greatest danger to the Jewish people in the land of Yisrael and around the world, through a treat of mass annihilation with the means of Chemical, Biological and Nuclear Ballistic warfare, is from the Arab people who are direct descendant of Yishmael. Never before in Jewish history, people were ready to commit suicide for the pleasure of murdering Jewish people. Avraham named only his first two sons, although the Torah mentions sixteen other offspring from his last wife Kturah, whom he sent away to the East, with full compensations. Kturah is Hagar, the mother of Yishmael. Avraham remarried her after the death of Sarah, because she remained faithful to him, and all those long years she never had any relations with no other man.  

Moshe, בשגם “Be-Shagam” are the letters of Moshe who lived exactly 120 years (B’reshit 6:3). 

Shlomo: Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of tranquility; and I will give him rest from all his enemies around: for his name shall be Shlomo, and I will give peace and quietness to Yisrael in his days (Divray Hayyamin/Chronicles I 22:9).

 Yoshi’yahu: A son shall be born to the House of David, Yoshi’yahu by name (M’lachim/Kings I 13:2). 

“Yinon”, King Moshi’ach, (T’hilim 72:17).  

6. A. Noach, is the first person to be named by his father, Lemech, because from him the world re-started after the flood. 

B. Er, Peretz and Zerach, where named by Yehudah, as the parents of Mashiach. 

C. Yosef and Moshe Rabbeinu named their sons. Both of them, being lonely refugees in a foreign land, needed a name to remind and connect them to their roots. 

7. Binyamin, is a combination from the name given by his mother Rachel with a slight change to the name by his father Ya’acov. The Holy of Holy, of the Temple of Yerushalayim was and will be built on his portion. 

8. A. Chavah named only two of her three children the first and third sons: Ka’yin and Shet, whose offspring is Noach, through whom the world continues after the flood. The Torah does not mention who named Hevel, and the meaning of his name. B. Our foremothers Le’ah and Rachel named their children, except for Levi who was named by G-d and by his father Ya’acov, and Binyamin who is a combination from the name given by his mother Rachel and with a slight change to the name by his father Ya’acov. C. Shimshon and Shmuel the prophet were also named by their mothers. 

9. A. Mosheh Rabbeinu had ten names, but the Torah mentions only the name that was given him by the daughter of Faroh. As a recognition for rescuing him from the river. 

B. Oved, David’s grandfather, because he was also an offspring of a controversial union, between the judge and leader of his generation Boaz with Ruth, because she came out from Moav. His father Boaz was not there to name him, since he died right after his marriage to Ruth, and Ruth did not want to name him because she was not of a distinguished Jewish lineage. “The neighborhood women named him Oved, he was the father of Yishay, the father of David.” (Ruth 4:17). 

10. Esav, In contradistinction, to his twin brother Ya’acov’s, was named by un-identified people. “they named him” – everyone called him Esav = Mature, because he had hair as a child several years older, but no one volunteered to associate himself with his naming. 

Our forefather Yitzchak, named only Ya’acov, the second one of his twin children, because from him will start the Jewish people. 

Our forefather Ya’acov named only two of his thirteen children: 1. Levi, Le’ah’s third son, he renamed with the same name that G-d gave him, as mentioned above, because priesthood will come out from him. 2. Binyamin. his youngest son, Rachel near her death called her son, Ben-Oni = son of my mourning, Ya’acov wanted to preserve the form of the name she gave, but wished to give it an optimistic connotation. So, giving the homonym Oni its other translation of strength, he named his child Binyamin. Another reason for his naming the second son of Rachel, is for the same purpose that he named Levi, because the Holy of Holy, of the Temple of Yerushalayim will be built on his section. 

Yehudah named only his wife’s first son, Er. His other two sons, Onan and Shela where named by their mother. Yehudah chose for his son Er a most distinguished and righteous wife, named Tamar = Palm, "צדיק כתמר יפרח" – “A righteous will flourish like a date Palm.” She was the daughter of Shem, (Breshit Rabba 85:10), who was the High Priest of his generation and the head of the most famous Yeshivah, where all our three forefathers: Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’akov have learned. Shem was born to his father Noach, in the year 1558 after the Creation, 98 years before the flood and was among the four couples who survived the flood in the Arc, in the year 1656-8. He lived 600 years, till the year 2158, 500 years after the flood. Ya’akov was born in the year 2108, and Yehudah was born in the year 2195, 37 years after Shem’s death. Yehudah was 3 years older than Yosef. Yosef was 17 years old when his brothers sold him. Yehudah got married right after the sale; consequently he was 20 years old at his wedding. Suggesting that Tamar was conceived at the last day of Shem’s life, like the son of Ruth was conceived on the last day of Boaz’s life, than Tamar was about 58 years older than Er, Yehudah’s first born son. 

The Midrash says: Till Ya’acov, people were never sick to their last day. They died suddenly but strong and healthy. Our forefather Ya’acov asked G-d to get an advance notice of his death, in order to be able to bless his children, make his will, and put order in the family. G-d promised him that he will be the first person to get an advance warning, by becoming sick a short time before he will die. Thus Ya’acov was the first man to be sick before he died at the age of 147, in the year 2255, (Breshit 48:1). Consequently, at the time of Tamar’s marriage, age difference between husband and wife might not been the same issue as today. Nevertheless, because Tamar was at least 37 years older than Yehudah and 58 years older than Er, therefore, some commentators suggest that Tamar was not the daughter of Shem, but his descendant. 

Yehudah had also named his two children from Tamar, Peretz and Zerach. Considering that the King Mashiach will come out from Yehudah, therefore he named at first only his first born Er. After Er and Onan died, and Yehudah bore two children from Tamar, he named them too. The book of Ruth (4:18-22), records the lineage of King David to Peretz the son of Yehudah.   

Most of the Holy Temple in Yerushalayim was in the section of the tribe of Yehuda. Only a small section of the Temple, but the most important part of it, the Holy of Holy, which housed the Holy Arc with the Two Tablet of the Law, was in the section of the land that belonged to the tribe of Binyamin. 

What was Yehudah’s merit? The Midrash says, that Le’ah was the first person since creation who expressed gratitude to G-d, and named her son as a thankfulness to Hashem. “Le’ah conceived again, and bore a son and declared, ‘This time let me gratefully thank Hashem’; therefore she called his name Yehudah.”  "יהודה" – contains the name of G-d, with one additional letter "ד"  - “Dalet” in the middle. Therefore, kings, and even the king Mashiach Ben David will come from the tribe of Yehudah. The bulk of the Jewish people are today from the tribe of Yehudah, therefore a Jew is called "יהודי" -  Yehudi, Yehudim for plural – "יהודים". 

As it is written: "איש יהודי היה בשושן הבירה, ושמו מרדכי בן יאיר בן שמעי בן קיש איש ימיני". – “There was a “Yehudi” = Jewish man in Shushan the capital whose name was Mordechai, son of Yayir, son of Shimyi, son of Kish, from the tribe of Binyamin.,” (Esther 2:5). We see that even people from the tribe of Binyamin are called Yehudi. Why Le’ah waited till the birth of her fourth son to thank G-d? She was especially grateful now, since the twelve tribes were to be born from four mothers, therefore, three sons would constitute an equal share. Since Yehudah was the fourth son of Le’ah, she had been granted already more than her rightful share. 

What was Yehudah’s personal merits to become the mainstay of the Jewish people? He appeared as a savior of his brothers Yosef and Binyamin, and was ready even to risk his life in a fight in order to redeem them, he also had a leadership quality that his brothers listened to him. And for his moral integrity, recognizing his wrong doing and saving Tamar, his daughter in law. 1. Saving Yosef:  ויאמר יהודה אל אחיו, "מה בצע כי נהרוג את אחינו וכסינו את דמו ... וידנו אל תהי בו, כי אחינו בשרנו הוא! וישמעו אחיו"!  - Yehudah pleaded with his brothers: “What gain will there be if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? … And let our hand not be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh!” And his brothers listened and obeyed! 2. Saving Binyamin: 'ויאמר יהודה אל ישראל אביו': "אנכי אערבנו, מידי תבקשנו, אם לא הביאותיו אליך, והצגתי לפניך, וחטאתי לך כל הימים"! – “I will personally guarantee - Binyamin, from my hand you will demand him. If I do not bring him back to you, and stand him safe and sound before you, then I will have sinned to you for all times!” = Even in the world to come. Later when Binyamin was caught as the culprit who stole Yosef’s goblet, it was again only Yehudah who stepped forward, risking his life to intercede for Binyamin, while all the brothers shrank away as Yehudah and Yosef confronted one another. "ויגש אליו יהודה ויאמר... ישב נא עבדך תחת הנער, עבד לאדוני, והנער יעל עם אחיו!” – “Then Yehudah approached him – Egypt’s vice roy – and said… please let your servant remain instead of the youth, as a servant to my lord, and let the youth go up with his brothers! 3. ”Saving Tamar: Tamar was a great and righteous woman, who was divinely ordained to become the ancestress of the Davidic dynasty, and she wanted passionately to fulfill that mission. 

Why the children of Yehudah had to come out from a controversial union? The history of Man is the story of the eternal struggle of good and evil. At times when there is an enormous potential for a breakthrough of good, the forces of evil are building up a resistance fighting back furiously. In order to stop the Satan’s resistance, there is a need to satisfy and fool him, by throwing him a bone. Therefore, in order to fool the Satan and satisfy his ego, the children of Yehudah with Tamar, had to be born through a controversial union. A similar situation repeated itself 540 years later, in the year 2793, when Oved, David’s grandfather, was also an offspring of a controversial union between the judge and leader of his generation Boaz with Ruth who came out from Moav. Although Moav was a mamzer – a bastard, the son of Lot, our forefather’s Avraham nephew, born from his eldest daughter, in the year 2048, after the overturn of Sdom, (Breshit 19:37), while the Torah forbids to marry a Moavi. In the year 2884, 91 years after Oved was born, after G-d ordained prophet Shmuel to anoint and crown David as the king of Israel, Shmuel had to write the Scroll of Ruth in order to halachically elucidate the status of King David. He explained why only the males from Moav are forbidden, while the women are permitted, (D’varim 23:4-7, Ruth 4:6, Shmuel I, 17:55).

Now, at the moment when the seed of David and Mashiach could come into being through the marriage of Tamar with a son of Yehudah, there was uncommon resistance by the Satan, representing evil, so that Er and Onan were enticed to commit sins that went beyond the normal standards of human lust. Yehudah’s two oldest sons were unworthy, and Yehudah rebuffed her, as well. In the normal course of events, therefore, she would not have been able to marry anyone from Yehudah’s family, which would have made it impossible for her to carry out her spiritual destiny. Consequently, to bring about the union between herself and Yehudah, Tamar decided that she had to seek unconventional – even distasteful – means, by posing as a harlot and enticing Yehudah, while promising him that she is not married and strictly observes the laws of family purity. But even that ruse would not have succeeded in the normal course of event, for the righteous Yehudah would never have lowered himself to immorality. As the Midrash puts it.

Rabbee Yochanan said, Yehudah sought to pass by Tamar. The Holy One, Blessed is He, dispatched the angel of lust to trap him. The angel asked Yehudah, “Where are you going? If you do not come to me, from where will kings arise? From where will great men arise? Only then Yehudah detoured to her by the road. He was coerced, against his good sense, (Breshit Rabbah 85:8). Of his free will, Yehudah would never have united with Tamar, so an angel forced him into the path of a “harlot” to begin the creation of the Davidic dynasty.

 
“At that time - after the sale of Yosef - Yehudah declined from his brothers… married the daughter of Shua… she bore a son and he called his name Er. Again she bore a son, and she called his name Onan. She bore again a son; and she called his name Shela… Yehudah took Tamar as a wife for Er his firstborn. Er was evil in the eyes of Hashem and He killed him… Yehudah requested Onan to levitate marry Tamar, and establish an offspring for his brother… Onan realizing that the scions would not be his, therefore he wasted his seed on the ground, as not to provide an offspring to his brother… It was evil in the eyes of Hashem, and He killed him too. Then Yehudah asked Tamar: “Remain a widow in your fathers house,” and Tamar returned… Tamar was told: “Your father-in-law is coming up to shear his sheep … Yehudah did not recognize her, since she wrapped and covered herself with a veil… “What will you give me?” … “I will send you a goat.” … “Provided you leave your signet, your wrap and staff as a security.” Tamar did not want money and would have refused it, had it be offered. She wanted something that she could use later to prove that her consort was Yehudah, so that her pregnancy would be acknowledged as the result of a levirate union. So great was the passion burning within him, as a result of the Providential intervention, that Yehudah gave her three valuable items as a security for a single goat, and items that would so conclusively identify him as the father. … and she conceived to him – ‘Mighty as him, righteous as him. - … After three months, Yehudah was told: “Your daughter-in-law conceived by harlotry.” Yehudah requested the court: “Judge her to be burned.” Because Tamar was the daughter of Shem who was a priest… or the exalted status of the families of Yehudah and Shem that had been shamed by Tamar was sufficient to demand the unusual penalty. … as she was escorted to execution, she sent a message to her father-in-law: Tamar did not shame Yehudah publicly by naming him as the father. She reasoned: “If he admits it voluntarily, well and good; if not, let them burn me, but let me not publicly disgrace him.” Thus the Sages taught (Sota 10b): “One should let himself be thrown into a fiery furnace rather than expose his neighbor to public shame.” “to the man to whom these belongs I am expecting… please identify whose are these signet, wrap and staff?” That Tamar sent the pledge to Yehudah at the last minute is noteworthy. Rabbee Elazar comments that, in order to prevent the Messianic dynasty from coming into the world, Satan caused her to forget where the items were. Tamar beseeched G-d’s mercy with all her soul, and just as she was to be led to her execution, she found the pledge. Historical destinies sometimes hang by a thread and their happy outcome depends on a miracle.

              Yehudah recognized and said: "צדקה ממני" – 1. “She is right; her pregnancy is from me!” Yehudah’s response testifies to his moral integrity. Though his public admission surely subjected him to the scorn of the populace, he did not hesitate to admit that he was the father. Nor did he pretend to pardon Tamar by showing her clemency, thereby protecting his dignity. He thought, “It is better for me to be ashamed in this transient world than to be ashamed before my righteous fathers in the world to come.” 2. “She is more righteous than me!” 3. How did Yehudah know that he is the father? May be Tamar was also with other men? A Heavenly Voice called out: She is righteous. She was with no one else except Yehudah.  It is from Me! G-d proclaimed that He had intervened to bring the two together, to prepare the road for Mashiach.” Yehudah was not intimate with her any more… Tamar gave birth to twins. Yehudah named the first son Peretz, and his brother he named Zerach.”  

Yosef who sanctified G-d’s name in private, G-d added only one letter from the name of G-d, the Heh – ה, to his name. As it is written, (T’hilim 816): עדות ביהוסף – Testimony about Yosef! With the letters Yud and Heh which represent the name of G-d, Hashem testifies that Yosef did not touch the wife of Potifera. Yehudah who had sanctified G-d’s name in public, by admitting his failure, therefore G-d inspired his mother to name him with a name that contains all the four letters of the name of G-d.     

The first redeemer of the Jewish people in Mitzrayim = Egypt, was Moshe Rabeinu who came from the tribe of Levi. The second redeemer, who saved the Jews from total annihilation in Shushan, was Mordechai and Esther, who came from the tribe of Binyamin, while the third and final redemption will come from The King Mashiach Ben David, who will be from the tribe of Yehudah. 

We see that these three tribes: Levi, Yehudah and Binyamin occupy a special place in Jewish life. Specially since the exile of the “Ten Tribes,” by the king of Ashur, 2553 years ago, in the year 3205 from creation, who deported them to Ashur were they vanished without leaving any trace. The Jewish people today are only from the above mentioned three tribes.

To this day, in many languages the expression of the word Jew is a derivation from Yehudah. 1. English: Ju-dah = Jew. 2. French: Ju-dah = Ju-if. 3. Polish: Jud-ah = Jid. 4. German: Yehuda = Yude. 5. Arabic: Yehudah = Yahud.  

 The Holy of Holy was and will be located in Binyamin’s portion. Why G-d Has chosen that particular spot? 1. Binyamin was the only one who did not bow down to the wicked Esav, because he was born after the famous encounter between Ya’acov and Esav (Breshit 33:3,6-7). It is a disgrace for the Holy of Holy to be placed on the property of someone who bows down or can live with wickedness, which is a contradiction to holiness, therefore, it could not have been placed in no other spot than in the section of Binyamin. 2. He was the only tribal ancestor who was born in the Holy Land. 3. He had no part in the sale of a brother, of Yosef. 4. He comforted Ya’acov in his old age (Dvarim 33:12, Sifri, Yalkut). 5. Binyamin ben Ya’akov, was the first of four people who never sinned, and died only due to the ill advice of the ancient snake. The other three were: Amram, the father of Mosheh. Yishai, the father of David. And Kilav the son of David (Baba Batra 17a). Accordingly, Binyamin was “the one whose remembrance, entirely free from the slightest breath of any opposing thought, corresponded to the virtues that the site of the Temple was dedicated to foster.”

What compelled Binyamin to attain such a high status of righteousness? A. Since Rachel, died at child birth, therefore, in order to eliminate any possible suspicion that his mother did not observe to the fullest, family purity laws, and that he did not acquire the stigma of Ben-Haniddah, he had to possess the utmost righteousness possible. If he would had even just one sin on his account, it would furnish the gossips as a proof that Rachel, his mother, did not observe family purity laws. B. The Holy of Holy which contained the Arc with the Two Tablets of the Law, could not have been placed only in the section of such a righteous person.      

Why just those four persons, and in what merit they succeeded to attain such a high degree of Holiness and righteousness? 

Each of these four were to be the father of A redeemer of the Jewish people. 1. Binyamin ben Ya’akov, Was the forefather of Sha’ul the son of Kish, our second king and of Mordechai the 10th generation fron Kish, our second redeemer. A. The prophet Shmu’el transmited G-d’s order to Sha’ul, to smite Amalek, as an act of self-defense. Because Amalek, the grandson of Esav, Ya’acov’s brother, is our archenemy. Esav gave strict orders to his grandson Amalek to persecute and try to annihilate the Jews whenever and wherever he can. Sha’ul destroyed their entire nation, but spared their king Agag. Although the next day, Shmuel, the prophet killed Agag. But during the proceeding night Agag consorted a woman who conceived and bore him a son which became the continuation of Amalek and the forefather of the wicked Haman the Agagi who plotted to destroy the entire Jewish people, with the permission of King Achashverosh. If Sha’ul would have killed Agag before that night, we would not had any more anti-Semitism, persecutions and Holocausts. Because of Sha’ul’s failure to kill Agag, the kingdom was transferred to King David, from the tribe of Yehudah and Sha’ul was killed in one of the next battles. B. 10 Generations after Sha’ul’s the son of Kish failure to destroy Agag, the king of our arch enemy Amalek, G-d gave a second chance to our second redeemers Mordechai son of Ya’yir son of Shim’yi son of Kish from Binyamin and his nephew Ester to save all the Jews from total annihilation by Haman the 10th Generation from Agag, whom King Sha’ul left alive one extra night.  Nevertheless, Mordechai realized that Mashi’ach’s times did not arrive yet. Therefore, although at first, after the miracle of Purim, it was instituted days of gladness, which will result in drinking, Mordechai revealed that trouble is still ahead, were it is not always possible to practice joy without the help of drinking some alcoholic beverages. Therefore, at the end of the Book of Ester it is specified that drinking will have to proceed in order achieve gladness. (Shmu’el I 9:1-2,21, 13:13-14, 15:1-35, Ester 2:5, 3:1, 9:19-22). 2. Amram, Mosheh’s father. A. Mosheh Rabbeinu, was the first king and redeemer of all the Jews. If not of the sins of the Golden Calf, we would had already Maschiach’s time. B. Mosheh Rabeinu, the receiver and the transmitter of the Torah. The man to whom G-d spoke face to face, and had to deal with angels, to be able to perform all these tasks, beyond his own qualities, it could have been possible only if his father was of the utmost righteousness. (D’varim 33:5). 3. Yishai, the father of David. A. David was supposed to be the King Mashiach, and he prepared the building of the Holy Temple of Yerushalayim, therefore, he had to come from a man who never sinned. B. The marriage of Bo’az with Ruth, Ishay’s grandparents was controversial, because of Ruth’s Mo’av’s ancestry. Ishay’s like Binyamin, felt compelled to lead a spotless life, in order to disproof this controversy. This had to be achieved rather by Ishay and not by his father Oved, because both of Ishay’s parent came already from Jewish ancestry. 4. Kilav, the second son of David from his wife Avigail, whose first husband was Naval Hakarmeli. He is mentioned as Daniel In Divrei Hayamim (I 3:1), (Shmuel II 3:3, I 25:2-42). A. Since the future Mashiach will come from a scion of David, the son of David, as the father of the future Mashiach, had also to be a most righteous person. B. Avigail, whose former husband was named as he was: נבל – Naval = villain, has motivated her son to prove that he can be the opposite, one of the four most righteous people on earth.

What is the connection between Avigail’s son from King David, and her former husband Naval?

219. Virgin Islands, State of Virginia, Virginity – A state of being a virgin, Virgin – a women who has never had sexual intercourse. Hymen: a membrane [of a very thin and soft skin,] that partially closes the opening to the woman's vagina, and is usually broken at the first occurance of sexual intercourse. (The Oxford Dictionary). 
Its importance:
No animal, not even monkeys have a hymen.  
Rhesus Monkey, Rhesus Baby – an infant with blood-hemolytic disorder, caused by the incompatibility of its own Rhesus-positive blood,with its mother's Rhesus-negative blood. (The Oxford Dictionary).    
The Importance of Virginity to Family Life
In any marital relations, the man leaves definite marks, “fingerprints” and “footmarks” in the body and soul of the woman. 

Medical proof:
There are the four well-known types of blood: A, B, AB, and O. Those four types are again divided into two main groups: Rhesus Positive and Rhesus Negative. In a marital relation where the blood of the husband is Rhesus Positive and the blood of the mother is Rhesus Negative, the following complication is in store. In a case where the embryo-foetus-fetus inherits the father’s Rhesus Positive blood. Through the placenta- שיליה, where there are different kinds of indirect connections between the mother’s and fetus blood system, the mother develops Rhesus Positive anti-bodies. These anti-bodies, especially from the second pregnancy and on, may pass through the placenta into the fetus blood system and may attack its blood cells. If and when it happens, the fetus’ life is in danger, he may be born with jaundice, due to its massive destroyed red blood cells. Depending on the severity of the attack, to save its life, an early delivery might or must be induced and after its birth, its entire blood must be changed as soon as possible. He is getting a massive blood transfusion into one hand, while its original blood is drained out from the other hand. Those problems happens mostly for the first time during the second pregnancy, where the mother’s Rhesus Positive anti-bodies are already well developed, and aggravate itself at each consecutive pregnancy because at each pregnancy the Rhesus Positive anti-bodies become stronger and more abundant. 

It is clear from those facts, that the sperms of the husband definitely produces a change in the mothers blood system. The semen that the husband injects into his wife’s female organs, are not digested, but are rather absorbed through complicated mechanism into her blood system. What we observe and notice today, in the Twenty One Century, is certainly only the tip of the iceberg, of many other physical and psychological changes that are produced in the woman through the liquids that is transfused into her body, through the male’s semen with each marital relations.

This might answer the following question: 

Why, only in the human species, The Creator has created a virginity skin and for what purpose? 

From embryological standpoint, the foreskin of the male is parallel to the virginity skin of the female. But where as the male’s foreskin that we remove surgically during the circumcision ceremony, during the child’s eight day, and we call it a ברית – B’rit = a covenant = treaty = alliance,  because by taking the courage to experience a surgical procedure we enter into a covenant with G-d, by showing our faithfulness, that we are ready to observe G-d's commandments, even at the risk of our lives, and there are also many medical benefits to remove this foreskin as soon as possible. The virginity skin of the woman, in contradistinction, does not create any medical problems if it would never be removed, and factually it is automatically being cut, accompanied with a little pain and bleeding, during the first intercourse that the woman will have with her husband. Modern medicine learned that every part of the human body serves some purpose, even if we do not yet understand its purpose, and by removing it we hurt the body, except for the male’s foreskin that improves our body to remove it, and the female’s virginity skin, that makes no difference if it stays or being removed. On the other hand a woman cannot have children without this skin being automatically cut with the first marital relations she would have with her husband. This proves that the only purpose the virginity skin serves is to acknowledge the future husband that he is the first to have relation with this woman.

Why is it so important for the husband to know that he is the first? Why only human female has a virginity skin? Why the Kohen Gadol = the High Priest, is forbidden to marry any woman if she is not a virgin. There are many people – or almost all people prefer to marry a virgin. Why the Creator made it possible for society to interfere with the private life of a woman, that we may inquire if she is a virgin or not. Why there is no way to find about the man too, if he is or not a virgin? 

Beyond love and companionship, the main reason we get married is to raise a family. Marriage is a contract between the husband and his wife that serves to protect both of them, while each one needs a different kind of protection. The protection the woman needs, is mostly in the material sphere. She needs a husband who would love and cherish her, keep her company, support her and help her raise her children. The main protection the husband need is to assure his continuity. His continuity can be assured and verified, only if his wife would remain faithful to him, and would have no relations with anyone else. Therefore, animals who raise no families, and have no need to know who is their father, need no virginity skin in their females. Even the monkeys, who according to the Talmud, originates from humans that G-d cursed during the generation of Dispersion (B’reshit 11:8), the females are born without a virginity skin. Since couples cannot live in a closed cage the only way the husband can be sure that he is also the father, is if he has full trust in his wife that she will remain faithful to him under all, and even if at times very difficult circumstances. The Talmud states: "אין אשה כורתת ברית אלא למי שעשאה כלי" – “A woman does not make a covenant only with the one who made her an instrument.” A woman will always be more faithful to the one who was her first. What is the mechanism that creates this increased faithfulness? The medical story of Rhesus Positive and Negative anti-bodies, shades a light on the virginity process. While a man has a relation with a woman, he leaves a physical and psychological imprints and marks in her body and soul. The first man marks an imprint like writing on fresh paper, while all the consecutive relations with other people marks an imprint like writing on smudged paper. 

The psychological imprints and marks in her body and soul if they are numerous, can sometimes be discerned even on the face, as the prophet Yirmiyahu (3:3) proclaims: “a harlot’s forehead, you refused to be ashamed.” – מצח אשה זונה, מאנה להכלם.
Now, the story of Kilav might be better understood. His mother’s first husband was Naval, who may have left in her the imprints of a villain. Therefore, Kilav came to prove to us that if we have the will power, even from a former wife of a Naval = a villain can grow such a righteous person, who had never sinned.  (See: The Drive Never to Sin!)
The Cohen Gadol = the High Priest may marry only a virgin, because his life as well as his family life – as the only man who is permitted to enter once a year the Holy of Hollis – must be spotless. By getting married to a virgin they have a better chance to remain faithful to each other, and lead an exemplary life of love and harmony. For the same reason, a regular Cohen is forbidden to marry a divorcee and is permitted to marry a widow, since the first husband of the widdow, to whom very strong emotional ties is imprinted in her soul and mind, is no more among the living, to threat the family life of the cohen. For the same reason, rape and seducing of a woman is considered a crime, in all societies while the rape or seducing of man is not. “The Kohanim…They shall not marry a woman who is a harlot or has been desecrated, and they shall not marry a woman who has been divorced by her husband; for he is holy to his G-d.” A divorced woman is used to her first husband, and might easier resume marital relation with him after her divorce and second marriage. Therefore, the Kohen is allowed to marry a widow, whosw first usband is no more among the living. “And the High Priest… he shall marry a woman in her virginity. A widow, a divorcee, a desecrated woman, a harlot – he shall not marry these; only a virgin of his people shall he take as a wife. Thus he shall not desecrate his offspring among his people; for I am Hashem Who sanctifies him.” “widow or divorcee they may not take themselves for wives, only virgins from the offspring of the House of Yisrael , but a widow of a Kohen they may take.” 

“If a man shall seduce a virgin who was not betrothed and lie with her, he must provide her with a marriage contract as his wife.” The seducer must treat her as respectfully as every husband must treat his bride. The girl and her father have the right to refuse the marriage. “If she or her father refuses to give her to him, he shall weigh out silver according to the marriage contract of the virgins.” If the marriage does not take place, the seducer must pay in addition to the fine, [נזק] monetary damage, and compensation for [בושת] the humiliation he inflicted on her. 

“If a man will find a virgin maiden who was not betrothed, and takes hold of her and (rape) lie with her, and they are discovered, then the man who (rape) lay with her shall give the father of the girl fifty silver [shekels], and she shall become his wife, because he had afflicted her; he cannot divorce her all his life.” The girl and her father have the right to refuse the marriage. If the marriage does not take place, the rapist must pay in addition to the fine, [נזק] monetary damage, and compensation for [בושת] the humiliation he inflicted on her.

 “If a man will be found lying with a woman who is married to a husband, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman and the woman; and you shall remove the evil from Yisrael.” 

 “If there will be a virgin girl who is betrothed to a man, and a man finds her in the city and lies with her, then you shall take them both to the gate of the city and pelt them with stones and they shall die; the girl because of the fact that she did not cry out in the city, and the man because of the fact that he afflicted the wife of his fellow; and you shall remove the evil from your midst. But if in the field that the man will find the betrothed girl, and the man will size her and (rape) lie with her, only the man who lies with her shall die. But you shall do nothing to the girl, for the girl has committed no capital sin, "כי כאשר יקום איש על רעהו ורצחו נפש כן הדבר הזה" for like a man who rises up against his fellow and murders him, so is this thing; for he found her in the field, the betrothed girl cried out, but she had no savior.” (Vayikra 21:7,13-15, Shmot 22:15-16, Dvarim 22:13-29, Yechezkel 44:22). 

Rape of a betrothed woman and murder, what is the likeness?

Why rape is mentioned in reference to a virgin?

“Like a man, who rises up against his fellow and murders him.” Against his fellow, applies both, to the husband and wife. A. For many women pregnancy is dangerous and the delivery carries a certain risk to her life. Therefore, a woman has no obligation to get married or to beget children, and she is doing it only on a voluntary basis. It is her prerogative to decide with whom and for whom she wants to risk her life to beget a child. The rapist who is endangering her life without her consent is like a murderer. B. In the Twenty Century we know, that the rapist may be a carrier of an infectious venereal disease and killing sickness, like “Aids”, where his rape could result in a real dangers of murder through the infectious disease. The punishment is according the potential of the crime, and not only according to the results. ועשיתם לו כאשר זמם לעשות לאחיו = “You shall do to him as he conspired to do to his fellow.” Also the murderous result of his crime might take effect only many years later, when and where the criminal would not be any more in our hands to punish. C. As mentioned, the main protection a husband needs in a marriage is to ensure his continuity. If a foreign man had even just a one time marital relation with a married woman, she might conceive from this relation. The husband, after the three months verification time to find out if his wife became pregnant, or after a year if she conceived and beared a child, might never have another chance to beget children. Than this rape has cut the husband’s continuity, which is like murder. 

In the case where the betrothed woman was a virgin, the crime is much more brutal: A. The rapist has forcefully and against her will implanted in her body and soul his seeds. Now, the primary and undeletable mark in her body and soul, instead of being from a beloved, accompanied with fundable memories, is from a person she hates as one who had destroyed her dreams and goals of life. Her husband might never again love her as before. He might even divorce her and she might face difficulties to find a suitable husband relative to her statue. B. The once in a lifetime opportunity to consecrate her virginity and covenant to her beloved husband for a lifetime relationship was forever robbed from her. C. It forces the woman to beget and raise a child from a person she hates, and carry this bitterness in her heart an entire lifetime. Each time she looks at her child she loves she must remember the person she abhors. D. It robs from the husband a stronger bond and a covenant from a beloved wife for whom he was supposed to be the first. A husband can never be as secure with the faithfulness of his wife, as if she was a virgin in the beginning of their relationship. All those damages are irreversible.

The virgin is less equipped to mount a resistance to the rapist or the seducer, therefore the crime is more severe. In order to protect the Jewish girls from abuse, by men who are stronger either physically or in their social status the Torah is obligating the seducer or the rapist to marry his victim, if the girl and or her father will agree to it, and without the possibility to divorce her during his entire life. 

“When Avram heard that his kinsman was taken captive, he armed his disciples… and pursued them as far as Dan.” ‘At Dan, in the north of Eretz Yisrael, Avraham’s strength ebbed because he foresaw prophetically that his descendants would set up a calf there as an idol.(Breshit 14:14, Rashi, I Kings 12:29). This is one of many instances in the Torah where future events have an effect on current history. The sense of this phenomenon is that the potential for the future is contained in the present; if there was idolatry in Avraham’s offspring, it indicated an insufficiency in him.   

The books of Heaven do not fail. Over eleven hundreds years after Rachel’s death, G-d sends the Prophet Yirmiyahu to console our foremother Rachel, in Heaven, and us, her children, on earth, and to assure her that she still has the full credit for her good deeds, of giving the password to her sister Le’ah and observing the family purity laws.  קול ברמה נשמע, רחל... – Ramah also means, high or strong. “The voice of Rachel his heard in Heaven loud and clear.” She gets the full attention and consideration when she comes to protect not only her own children, but the totality of the Jewish people. G-d Himself responds to her plea. “There is a hope for your future Says Hashem and the children will return to their border.”


Every woman and every mother can gain the same credit as Rachel! We must think today about our responsibilities for future generations years ahead of us, and all this is possible with merit of the observance of family purity and sanctity laws.

Where Are My Flowers?

All women have special affinity to flowers. The heart of woman can be conquered with a flower. A flower is a promise for a fruit, and no fruit can grow without its preceding flower. Women live for children, and the flower evokes in their imagination the fruitful future for which they live. Women love flowers, because a woman is a flower. Experiencing Family Purity, becomes the flower of family life, and the spiritual future of our continuity, of our children.  

When Rachel Died, And Why So Young? 

“Thus Rachel died, and was buried on the road to Efrat, which is Bethlechem. And Ya’akov set up a monument over her grave; it is the monument of Rachel’s grave until today.” (Breshit 35:19-20).  

The sages observe that people are judged in times of danger.  Therefore, a woman’s account is examined in heaven when she is in labor. When Rachel improperly stole her father’s t’rafim, (31:19) without Ya’acov’s knowledge, he told Lavan, With whomever you find your gods, he shall not live (31:32). As a result, she was to be punished; but judgment against her was not carried out until she was in childbirth. G-d delayed her death until she could give birth to Binyamin, for otherwise this woman of historic righteousness would have been denied her full share in the building of the nation.

The timing of Rachel’s death is an indication of the great holiness of Eretz Yisrael. The Torah would later forbid a man to be married to two sisters, and the Patriarchs observed the Torah before it was given. Therefore, only outside of the Holy Land of Israel, Ya’acov could have been married to both Rachel and Le’ah, but in the Land, with its high degree of holiness, he would never have married Rachel after having been married to Le’ah. Because of Rachel’s merit, she did not die before  they entered the land, but because of Ya’acov’s merit and the sanctity of the Land, he could not remain married to both of them in Eretz Yisrael.  Thus, she died only after they entered the Land. (Ramban Vayikra 18:25).

None of the righteous personalities in TaNaCh had two wifes, except if there were demanding cirumstences!

Why did our Forefather Ya'acov married two wifes and two sisters to begin with?

Ya'acov was engaged to Rachel during seven years before the night he was supposed to marry her. Instead of Rachel, her sister Le'ah was forced by her father to come to his bed, during the wedding night. Le'ah became pregnant from the first marital relation with Ya'acov. Le'ah is by now became the mother of the First Born of Ya'acov, hence Ya'acov could not drop her or divorce her, while he was already engaged for seven years to Rachel, hence against his will Ya'acov became married to two women. However how is the problem of two sisters was resolved for Ya'acov?
Jewish law considers a convert as a newly born – "Ger, Ketinok Shenolad"! Therefore, since Rachel and Le'ah were converted to Judaism by Ya'acov, they were considered as newly born, without the sisterhoods ties. Nevertheless, he would never married both of them, if not because of the forcing circumstances. Nevertheless, Rachel died, just on the arrival into the Holly Land, as mentioned above.
Rachel’s tomb was on the roadside, outside of Bet-Lechem; in modern time, however, the city has grown until the tomb is now inside it. Instead of bringing Rachel the short distance to Bet-Lechem, Ya’acov chose that site because: 1. He foresaw that his descendants would pass it on the road to the Babylonian exile. He buried Rachel there so she should pray for them as it is said concerning that tragic journey: Rachel is weeping for her children. Ya’acov set up a monument over her lonely gravesite, so that the exiled Jews would recognize it and pray there as they were led into captivity (Midrash). 

To this day, Rachel’s tomb is a place where men and women shed tears and beg “Mother Rachel” to intercede with G-d on their behalf.

2. Ya’acov chose to bury her outside the city limits, because after Israel occupied the Land, Bet-Lechem proper would be in the territory of Yehudah, while the roadside burial site would belong to Rachel’s son Binyamin. 3. Ya’acov did not whish to bury her in the Cave of Machpelah. Because he married her after he was already married to her sister – and the Torah would later forbid, marrying two sisters – and “he would have been embarrassed before his ancestors,” had she been with him in the Cave. (Sifri).

All of Lavan’s machinations, however, could not have succeeded had not G-d wanted them to. For it is illogical to believe that Ya’acov could not have detected something amiss until the morning. Despite Rachel’s incredible unselfishness and Lavan’s equally incredible dishonesty, the marriage to Le’ah took place unimpeded because G-d’s plan required that Ya’acov and Le’ah become husband and wife. In fact, in a real sense, she became his primary wife, because she had as many sons as Ya’acov’s three other wives combined, and she, and not Rachel was buried with Ya’acov in the Cave of Machpelah. And her children became the Priesthood, kingdom, scholarship and leadership of the Jewish people. On the wedding night, Ya’acov’s acute spiritual antenna, may have recognized that he was with the partner who was destined for him, and that is why he detected nothing wrong, until the morning. (R’Aharon Kotler).    

  Ánd Rachel asked from Le’ah: “Please give me some of your son’s Dudayim.” But she answered her: “Was taking my husband not enough for you – that you want to take my son’s Dudayim too?” (B’reshit 30:14-15).

Le’ah’s answer, seems unbelievable nor comprehensible. 1. Rachel did not ask for all the flowers, only some of them. And even if she asked all of them, flowers are always available, in the market if not in the field. Therefore, how is it possible that a sister will refuse to give few flowers to her younger sister? Even neighbors help each other. 2. What is the connection between the flowers and their husband? 3. How could Le’ah be so cruel to her sister? It is known that Le’ah felt that Ya’acov do not love her enough. Certainly she have been jealous because Rachel was Ya’acov’s primary wife. But on the other hand Le’ah had already four sons and Rachel none. The last son that Le’ah’s maid just gave birth, Le’ah named אשר – Asher, declaring her happiness and good fortune. So how is it possible that Le’ah do not have some consideration, if not mercy to her sister who fills so bitter because she is the only one in the household who is barren, and refuse to give her some of her flowers, especially flowers that has some fertility power. 4. Where did Le’ah get the Chutzpa to claim that Rachel took Le’ah’s husband? It was common knowledge among all the people of the place that Ya’acov labored seven years for Rachel, and in the wedding invitations was printed that Ya’acov and Rachel are getting married. Le’ah knew very well that she was deceiving Ya’acov that night. If Rachel would not have given her password to Le’ah, Ya’acov would have certainly found that he is being cheated and he would definitively sent Le’ah out of his tent, and she would never been the wife of Ya’acov. So where is the least of recognition to the sister who helped you so much? When actually it was Rachel who made it possible for Le’ah to be married to Ya’acov.

   Le’ah’s claim was: Rachel, you know very well, that the Torah warns: "ואשה אל אחותה לא תקח, לצרור" - “not to marry a woman in addition to her sister, to – vex – oppress – and make them rivals.” (Vayikra 18:18). Therefore, after you relinquished the password to me, and you allowed me to get married to Ya’acov, you should not have agreed that Ya’acov would marry you, too, since it is strictly forbidden to marry two sisters. (sforno).

“To – vex – oppress – and make them rivals – לצרור. This phrase indicates the reason for the prohibition. Sisters should live in love and harmony, without rivalry and strife. That is why the prohibition is removed upon the death of the first sister. (Ramban).
Why Did Ya’acov Marry Two Sisters?

Upon Ya’acov’s first encounter with Rachel, he kissed her publicly, in front of the shepherds. Later he agreed to labor seven years for Rachel. Therefore, for seven years everyone in Charan knew that Ya’acov is getting married to Rachel. At the end of seven years “Lavan: (1) gathered all the people of the place and (2) made a feast – a wedding.” 

Why did Lavan gather all the people of the place, and why they came?

Lavan called for a general meeting of all the home owners of the place for a problem that concerned each of them, that why all of them arrived. He reminded them how poor they were seven years ago, before Ya’acov’s arrival. There was no running waters in the faucets, and for the one well that there was in the middle of the village, there was a need to guard it with a heavy stone, to protect the water from being stolen, or that one family will abuse the well more then the others. Today we are the richest village in the country, with swimming pools and water fountains in every yard. It is high time we realize that all these riches came to us only as G-d’s blessing in the merit of Ya’acov. But, unfortunately, tonight my seven year contract with Ya’acov ends. Tonight, I must give him my daughter Rachel, and he will return with her to get married at his parent’s home, and we will return to be as poor as we have been seven years ago. Let us use the full capacity of our think tank to find a solution to our problem. 

Anonymously they gave him the following advice: 1. Do not let Ya’acov go home with Rachel. 2. Make the wedding here. And 3. At night after the wedding, we will help you to fool Ya’acov and exchange Rachel with Le’ah. 4. If he will insist that he wants Rachel too, let him work for her another seven years. 5. Thereby we will enjoy another seven prosperous years.       

In Charan, in those days, there was no electricity, and no giant catering halls, therefore, a feast for all the people of the place had to be outside during daylight time. Ya’acov had seven years to prepare for his wedding with Rachel, and he certainly has done it כדת משה וישראל – according to the laws of Moshe and Yisrael, "על ידי חופה וקידושין" – through canopy and consecration. Therefore, in front of all the people of the place and in full daylight time, Ya’acov married Rachel. Later “in the evening – veiled and in the dark of the night - Lavan took his daughter Le’ah and brought her to Ya’acov; and Ya’acov consorted with her…and only in the morning Ya’acov realized that behold it was Le’ah.” 

Why Ya’acov did not realize till the morning that it is not Rachel? Ya’acov and Rachel expected Lavan, as a deceitful rouge, to attempt such a deception. Since, “it is not done in our place, to give the younger before the elder.” Especially when the younger Rachel was beautiful of form and beautiful of appearance, and the elder, Le’ah’s eyes were tender. People keep the best for the last. Therefor, they prepared against it by arranging a secret signal between them. When Rachel saw that they were about to substitute her sister Le’ah for her, she confided the password to her sister, so that Le’ah would not be put to shame.

Why Ya’acov did not divorce Le’ah, after realizing that she fooled him? 

   A. It was not completely her fault. Le’ah was coerced under the treat of her father, to play the role of Rachel. B. As a prophet he knew that she is already pregnant and carrying his first born son, Reuven. As it is written (Breshit 49:3): “Re’uven: you are my first born, my strength and my initial vigor.”  - “this is the first drop, that he never saw a wet dream in his life.” (Rashi, Yevamot 76a). Therefore, Ya’acov could not have divorced Le’ah and sent her away. Ya’acov Got married when he was 84 years old. Never to see a wet dream in his entire life, those not come automatically and there are not many men who can claim it. Ya’acov watched himself in order to achieve this accomplishments, and he understood, that as a measure for measure G-d would bless him that his first born son will come from his first drop. C. Even as a Mentch, he had to consider the eventuality that Le’ah is 

already expecting. A one time marital relation with a woman effect a life time obligation to remain as a husband and a father with the responsibility to raise and educate their children. ‘A person is responsible for his acts regardless if he is awake or asleep’. Ya’acov might not have tried all the available means to protect himself against the expected and suspected deceit. C. Ya’acov had to consider, that if he would divorce Le’ah, his wicked brother Esav would marry her and raise Re’uven, his first born son, in his evil ways. 

Factually Ya’acov got up in the morning and found himself in a forced situation, of being married to one sister, Rachel,  and the father of his son from the second sister, Le’ah. The marriage of two wives and in the same time two sisters was coerced upon him.

Why Ya’acov Did Not Divorce Rachel, If Could Not Have Divorced Le’ah?

The answer to this question might be the combinations of several reasons put together: 1. From the Torah a convert is like a newborn, and has absolutely no more ties to his family. Thus a family that has been converted, they are not considered related, and may marry each other. The mother may marry her son, the father his daughter and the brothers their sisters. The sages has forbidden those marriages, only to avoid the people from saying that our Torah is less stringent and less holy then their former religion. That while in their former religion the relation within the inner family circle was considered incest, and in Judaism it is permitted. Lavan and his entire family where idol worshippers, as it is written (Breshit 24:31, Breshit Rabbah 60:9): “I have cleared the house” – from idols. Therefore Ya’acov had to convert Rachel and later also Le’ah, and they where not considered nor forbidden as sisters any more. For the same reason Ya’acov’s children where not considered ממזרים – bastards.  2. From the entire list of forbidden relation (Vayikra 18:6-23) only to the prohibition of marrying two sisters the Torah explains the reason: “To avoid– vexing – oppressing – and make them rivals – לצרור. This phrase indicates the reason for the prohibition. Sisters should live in love and harmony, without rivalry and strife. In Ya’acov’s case, A. Rachel voluntarily gave the password to Le’ah, and therefore, she has no right to complain about rivalry. B. Le’ah had participated in the fraud of Ya’acov, and was happy to be married to him at any condition, therefore she certainly could not have any complains about rivalry.  3. For seven years Ya’akov and Rachel were engaged. Rachel too, loved Ya’akov, and was waiting for him the same seven years. Seven years of dreams of becoming the wife of such a righteous and holy man and becoming the foremother of the Jewish people. It would have been cruel to send her away, only because she had compassion on her sister and gave her the password. 4. It happened before the receiving of the Torah and outside of the Holy Land of Israel. 5.  The situation was forced upon him, as mentioned above. 

Why Rachel died upon Entering the Holy Land Of Israel?

1. That Ya’acov would not have to live in the Holy Land with two sisters, even though it was permitted, since they were converts. 2. When Rachel stole her father’s t’rafim, Ya’acov’s exclaimed: With whomever you find your gods, shall not live! Unwittingly Ya’acov have cursed his beloved wife to death. G-d delayed her death until she could give birth to Binyamin, and arrive into the Holy Land of Israel.

Why the Torah did not forbid two wives?

Sarah asked Avraham to take a second wife, Avraham did not! 

    1. G-d has created for Adam, the first man, only one wife. 2. The merit to be buried in the cave of Machpelah, together with Adam and Chavah was accorded miraculously (See Hevron Secrets from Adam to Us) only to our three forefathers and foremothers, and only as couples. A. That is another reason why Rachel died early and was buried outside the cave. B. “He shall lie with you tonight.” Because Rachel made light of being with that righteous man, she was not privileged to be buried – i.e., to lie in eternal repose in the Cave of Machpelah together with him (Breshit 30:15, Rashi). 3. The wicked generation that brought the flood upon the world, used to take two wives: “Lemech took to himself two wives”: Such was the practice of the generation of the flood. They would take one wife to bear children and the other for pleasure. The latter was meant not to have children, through castration, and would be pampered like a bride, while the former would be bereft of companionship, and left mourning like a widow throughout her life (Breshit 4:19). 4. Noach and his three children before, during and after the flood had only one wife. 5. G-d ordered No’ach “from all that lives, of all flesh, two of each shall you bring into the Ark to keep alive with you; they shall be male and female… a male with its mate.” The Ark was for survival purpose, therefore the ratio was like during creation 1/1. 6. When Ya’acov have sent tribute to his brother Esav, it comprised: “200 she-goats and 20 he-goats; - a 10/1 ratio. – 200 ewes and 20 rams; a 10/1 ratio. – 30 nursing camels with their – (30) – sons – with their builders = בניהם - בנאיהם; a 1/1 ratio. 40 cows and 10 bulls; a 4/1 ratio. 20 she donkeys and 10 he donkeys, a 2/1 ratio.  (Breshit 6:19, 7:2, 1:22,28, 32:15-16). The ratio is to “Be fruitful and multiply.” As a skilled shepherd who was fully familiar with animals’ breeding habits, Ya’acov sent sufficient males for the needs of the females.

From the five species referenced, only by the camels the male is not mentioned. Rashi: Because he is chaste in his procreating practice, the Torah does not mention the male. Their chastity is comprised of the following: The camel is the only one from all animals, who recognize its offspring during its entire life, and resists any breeding or copulating with them. From the chaste  animals the ratio is 1/1 as a couple. B. The Pigeons, are also an example of living an entire life as the same couple. 7. Avraham and Sarah, Although married at a young age, left their home land Charan at their respective age of 75 and 65 while “Sarai was barren, she had no child.” The Torah specifies that only Sarah was barren, Avraham was not. The commandment to begot children rest only on the man, women are exempt from this obligation because they risk their lives to beget them, and the Torah does not command us to perform any Mitzvah with the risk of our lives. G-d has only created in the women a drive to bear children, but they do it strictly on a voluntary basis. Avraham and Sarah were rich, they possessed also many maidservants, and nevertheless during all those long years Avraham never tried his luck to beget a child with one of their many maidservants. Only after 10 long years of anticipation to the fulfillment of G-d’s blessing that they will become a great nation, it was Sarah who requested from Avraham to marry a second wife, without any mention that Avraham has asked for it. “Sarai said to Avram, “see, now, Hashem has restrained me from bearing; consort, now, with my maidservant, perhaps I will be built up through her.” So Sarai, Avram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her maidservant – after 10 years of Avram’s dwelling in the Land of C’na’an – and gave her to Avram her husband, to him as a wife. He consorted with Hagar and she conceived” from the first marital relation. Despite their spiritual riches and G-dly assurances, Avraham and Sarah were still heartbroken at their barreness, for without heirs they would not be able to continue the mission of bringing G-d’s teaching to mankind. Recognizing that it was she who was infertile, Sarah requested that Avraham marry her maidservant Hagar, and, if a son were born, Sarah would raise him, so that he would be considered her adopted child. 

Hagar was the daughter of Faroh. After seeing the miracles that were wrought on Sarah’s belhalf when she was abducted and taken to his palace, he gave Hagar to her, saying, “Better that she be a servant in their house than a princess in someone else’s. So it was that Hagar, an Egyptian princess, became Avram’s wife and bore him Yishmael. 

“Her mistress was lowered.” Hagar brazanly boasted to the ladies, “since so many years have passed without Sarai having children, she cannot be as righteous as she seems. But I conceived immediately!” Now that Hagar had assured Avraham’s posterity, she no longer felt subservient to Sarah. 

“Your maidservant is in your hand.” To me she is a wife; I have no right to treat her unkindly. But to you she is a servant; if she mistreated you, do what you feel is right. Sarah’s intent was not malicious, but to force Hagar to cease her insulting demeanor. But instead of acknowledging Sarah’s superior position, Hagar fled.

It is incongruous to believe that a woman as righteous as Sarah, would persecute another human being out of personal pique. Rather, Sarah treated Hagar as she always had, but in the light of Hagar’s newly inflated self-image, she took it as persecution.  

“Maidservant of Sarai.” By addressing Hagar as maidservant, the angel reminded her of her subservience to her mistress. Hagar acknowledged this status by reffering to Sarah as my mistress.  (Breshit 11:30, 12:4, 12:16, 16:1-17, Rashi, Radak, Abarbanel, Sforno, Aryeh Levin, Chizkuni). 

Sarah had to wait another 14 years, after Yishmael was born to Hagar, till she bore Yitzchak. “Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, mocking. So she said to Avraham, ‘Drive out this slavewoman with her son… The matter greatly distressed Avraham regarding his son.” מצחק = “Mocking,” denotes the three cardinal sins: idolatry, adultery and murder. Thus Yishmael’s behavior proved that he had become thoroughly corrupt and evil, and he had to be sent away (Rashi). Yismael would seek to declare himself as  the heir of Avraham, and seek to exclude Yitzchak from the fulfillment of his G-dly mission. Furthermore, any relationship with wicked people would have been harmful to Yitzchak and his children. According to Midrash, Yishmael took Yitzchak into the woods, for a hunting spree, and while teaching Yitzchak the mastery of hunting, he tried to kill Yitzchak, and pretended it was an accident. Once Sarah realized the danger that Yitchak, whom she miraculously bore at the age of ninety, would be murdered by Yishmael, in order to protect her son, she had no choice but to send away Yismael. Since Yishmael was 14 years older than Yitzchak, at that stage he was a young man of 24 years old. If Sarah wanted to protect Yitzchak who was only 10 years old, it was enough to send away Yishmael, why she insisted to send his mother Hagar too, who by now was Avraham’s legitimate second wife? A. As long as Hagar remained as Avraham’s wife, it would be impossible to prevent Yishmael from coming to visit his mother, and each such visit would be a great danger to the life of Yitzchak. B. Avraham married Hagar only because of Sarah’s request and desire to adopt Hagar’s son. Once Hagar’s son was sent away, Avraham could not have a second wife against the will of his first and primary wife Sarah. We may notice it in scripture, that while Sarah demands: ‘Drive out this slavewoman with her son,” Avraham is “greatly distressed only regarding his son” and not about his second wife Hagar. (Breshit 21:10-11). After Sarah’s death, Avraham remarried Kturah = Hagar, and lived with her close to 40 years, and again he had only one wife. 

 Lot, Avraham’s nephew also had only one wife, who became the pillar of salt (Breshit 19:26). 

The following righteous people are mentioned in the Torah with the names of their one wife. Our forefather Yitzchak, Yehudah, Yosef, Amram, Mosheh, and Aharon.  

The wicked Esav, Ya’acov’s brother had many wives, out of his free choice. “Esav perceived tha the daughters of Can’an were evil in the eyes of Yitzchak, his father. Therefore, Esav went to Yishmael and took Machalat, the daughter of Yishmael son of Avraham… in addition to his wives, as a wife for himself.” Esav assumed that he had been striped of his blessing because he had wed Hittite women. Therefore, he now took a daughter of Yishmael in the hope that he would ingratiate himself with his father Yitzchak and regain the blessing of the Land. For twenty-three years he had permitted the behavior of his Can’anite wives to cause anguish to his parents, yet it seems to have dawned on him only now. Instead of divorcing them, however, he merely took another unsuitable wife in addition  to them. Thus he proved that he had no feeling for the House of Avraham, and Rivkah’s assessment of his complete unfitness for the future leadership of the nation was fully justified (Breshit 28:8-9, Rashi, Rashbam, R’ Hirsch).

Elkanah, the father of Shmuel the prophet “had two wives,” for the same reason of our forefather Avraham. “the name of the first Chanah, but she had no children, and the name of the second Pninah, who had many children.” The same as Sarah who was remembered with a child after a lifetime of barrenness, Channah too, was blessed with a son who was to become one of Yisrael’s foremost prophets, due to many prayers. As a matter of fact, the format of silent devotion prayers, we do learn from Channah: “She was of embittered soul; and she prayed to Hashem and wept continuously… She was speaking from her heart, only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.”  The story of Channah, like those of our four foremothers, demonstrates that sincere prayer can bring Divine compassion that overcomes all adversity. All her years of torment and woe were revealed as the preparation for a joyous event that not only transformed her life but, through her newborn Shmuel, the entire course of Jewish history. Channah is the symbol of a woman that beyond the recognition that she got her child from Hashem: “For Hashem is the G-d of thoughts, and deeds are counted by Him… while the barren woman bears seven, the one with many children becomes bereft,” she is also ready as thankfulness to lend him for the service of Hashem for his entire life. “For this child did I pray; Hashem granted me my request that I asked of Him. Therefore, I lent him to Hashem – all the days that he will survive he is lent to Hashem.” (Shmuel I 1:2, 4,13,27-28, 2:3,5).

“Kings:” King David had six wives, and King Shlomo one thousand, Why? This paragraph is written only as a suggested thoughts. “When you will come to the land… and you will say: I will set a king over my self… And he shall not have too many…horses… gold and silver… wives, so that his heart not turn astray… he shall write this Torah… and read from it all the days of his life… to observe all the decrees and perform them… that his heart does not become haughty over his brethren…”  (Dvarim 17:14-20). A king is permitted up to 18 wives, and King David had six, one third the permitted number. His marriages where for royal reasons, and other reasons that are beyond the scope of our understanding , similar to the controversial union between Yehudah and Tamar, and between Boaz and Ruth the Mo’avit. King Shlomo, one of the greatest of all Jews, and the wisest of all men, violated these limitations on the king’s prerogatives, confident that his superior wisdom would protect him from the pitfalls specified by these verses. But he erred. His many wives did affect him, and his large treasury was a corrupting influence. Why King Shlomo did not listen to the advise of his mother, the words that are written in his own book of Mishlay 31:1-3: The words… that his mother taught him, “Give not thy strength to women, nor thy ways to those who destroy kings!… It is not for kings to drink wine…”  What was the needs of a wise man like King Shlomo to get married to thousand wives, and what kind of women were ready to tie themselves and become a wife of a man who has no time for them, because he has thousand other wives?               

The Midrash brings that, the nation of the world complained before G-d, the reason they committed wickedness, is because they have no prophets to teach and restrain them like G-d gave to the Jews. Therefore, G-d gave the power of prophesy to Bil’am the wicked, but instead of helping them, he failed them with his counsel to practice harlotry, ((Bamidbar 22:5, 25:1-6). 

In the same vein, the nations might have complained, that G-d did not give them wise people like he gave to the Jews. King Shlomo was the wisest man on earth. His wisdom was super-natural. He understood even the languages of all the animal kingdom, and was able to communicate with them as well as with angels. Kings and princess from all over the world came to see him. Since none of the nation had such a wise man, they wished at least to have a child from such a wise man. Therefore, the thousand wives that King Shlomo was married to, was not to fulfil his physical desire, but rather a mission to spread some of his wisdom  to the people of the world. Factually it did not help them. Since his wisdom was not a part of his genes, but only a G-dly blessing, which could not and did not pass to other people without G-d’s will. It is G-d’s wish that the Jewish people would have wisdom beyond all other people, conditioned to our observance of the laws of the Torah. “You shall safeguard and perform them, for it is your wisdom and discernment in the eyes of the people, who shall hear all these decrees and who shall say: ‘Surely a wise and discerning people is this great nation!’” (Dvarim4:6).

A similar episode we find by Shimshon, whose strength was also super-natural and divinely inspired. “She shaved off the seven locks of his head… and his strength went from him. The Plishtim bored out his eyes… and bound him with fetters of brass, and he ground at the mill in the prison house.” (Shoftim 16:19-21). A person who has his hands bound with fetters of brass, cannot grind at the mill. According to the Kabalah, while he was tied they brought upon him their daughters, that they should conceive from him strong children. Certainly it did not help them, since his strength was not part of his genes, but only divinely inspired which could not and did not pass to his children without G-d’s will.

Why the Torah do not forbids marrying more then one wife?

Obviously, the prohibition to marry more than one wife, is a protection for the wife and womanhood. The laws of the Torah are unchangeable, and must fit all times from the beginning of the world to the end of times. Circumstances may change where the protection of womanhood would demand the permission and even the requirement for each husband to marry several wives. As the prophet Yesha’yahu (4:10) proclaims: “In that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying: ‘We will eat our bread, and wear our own clothing, only let us be called by thy name; take away our disgrace!”  Those situations could happen after a devastating war where many young male soldiers have been killed at the battlefield, and there are only few young men left to continue the nation or the race. It is easy to imagine that women would demonstrate or even go into war against those selfish wives who would not allow to share their husbands with the less fortunate single or widowed young ladies, who are unable to find a man in order to fulfil their lives by conceiving and begetting children. Therefore, the Torah cannot forbid the marriage to more than one wife, because circumstance might require it. It is enough that the Torah brings us as an example the life of all the righteous men who had only one wife, and the wicked who had several wives.

First is not always the best!

Why the firstborn inherits a double portion?

“If a man will have two wives, one beloved and one hated, and they bear him sons, the beloved one and the hated one, and the firstborn son is the hated one’s. Then it shall be that on the day that he causes his sons to inherit whatever will be his, he cannot give the right of the firstborn to the son of the beloved one ahead of the son of the hated one, the firstborn. Rather, he must recognize the firstborn, the son of the hated one, to give him the double portion in all that is found with him; for he is his initial vigor, to him is the right of the firstborn. (Dvarim 21:15-17).

We find in the entire Tanach, that in a family where there are few children from the same mother, the first was never the best, physically as well as mentally. Starting with the children of the first mother Chavah. Ka’yin, the first born was wicked and he killed Hevel through ruse, although Hevel was stronger and righteous, and the continuation of the world came from their third son Shet, who was born to Adam and Chavah 130 years later. One need not to be stronger in order to murder is fellow. 

No’ach had three children, and we Jews come from Shem who was the second and most important son. Therefore, he is always mentioned first in the Torah. “And to Shem…the brother of Yefet the elder (Breshit 10:21). 

Even among twins, we find that the second was more important. Like Ya'acov the righteous was the second to be born after Esav the wicked who was born first.  The lineage of King David and Mashiach comes from the twin brother Peretz the son of Yehudah, who came out after his brother Zerach came out first with his hand. (Breshit 25:25-26, 38:27-30).

Ya’acov’s 12 tribes. Re’uven the first born of Ya’acov from the foremother Le’ah. Ya’acov called him בכור שוטה = “Stupid firstborn” (Breshit 42:37-38, Rabbah 91:12, Rashi). Priesthood came from Levi, who was the third son, Kingdom from Yehudah, the fourth son. From the children of Rachel, Binyamin the second born is more important to the Jewish People then the firstborn Yosef. As mentioned before, A. Binyamin was the first of four people who never sinned in their lives. B. The Holy of Hollis in the Temple of Yerushalayim is in the section of his tribe. C. He is part of the Jewish people today while the tribes of Menashe and Efrayim who came from the firstborn Yosef are part of the 10 tribes who have been vanished.

The best example is that of the two children of Yosef: Efra’yim and Menasheh. When Yosef brings his two sons to Ya’acov to bless them, Ya’acov puts his right hand on the younger son Efraim, and the left hand on the older son, Menasheh. Yosef tries very hard to correct the situation, but Ya’acov refuses, while declaring: “His younger brother shall become greater than he!…By you shall Yisrael bless: ‘May G-d make you like Ephra’yim and like Menasheh’”  - and he put Efra’yim before Menasheh.” (Breshit 48:17-20).

Medical explanation:

A woman attains her maximal physical and mental maturity, only after giving birth to her first child. Only after that stage all her organs and endocrine glands have functioned at least once, which brings the woman to full maturity. 

The firstborn is growing on a mother, who is not yet mature, while all consecutive children are growing in a mother that came already to full maturity. Therefore, in most families the first born is not as developed physically and mentally as the consecutive children. 

The firstborn getting double portion in the inheritance of the family, is the compensation the brothers owe him for his sacrifice of being the firstborn and preparing the mother to full maturity, for the benefit of all his consecutive brothers.

Although, the double portion in the inheritance is evaluated from the side of the father, and if the husband married a woman who had already children before, in this case the firstborn of the father, did not sacrifice anything for his brothers, and why should he get a double portion?  A. The law of the Torah was given to the general rule: The husband married one wife, who was a virgin. B. The father has a special love and compassion to his firstborn because he made him a father, therefore he wishes to give hin a double portion. For he is his initial vigor, to him is the right of the firstborn..

Love and Beauty, No Guarantee to Happiness nor Fulfillment

Ya’acov Rachel and Le’ah

“Two daughters. The name of the elder one was Le”ah and

the name of the younger one was Rachel. 

Le’ah’s eyes were tender, while

Rachel was beautiful of form and beautiful of appearance.

Ya’acov loved Rachel          

“If a man will have two wives, one beloved and one hated,”

“and they bear him sons, the beloved one and the hated one,

and the firstborn son is the hated one’s.
he cannot give the right of the firstborn

to the son of the beloved one

ahead of the son of the hated one,”
(Breshit 29:16-18, Dvarim 21:15-17)

Looking through the eyes of history. Our forefather Ya’acov, met first the beautiful Rachel whom he loved and worked 14 years for the permission to marry her. He was forced to marry first her sister Le’ah, who had tender eyes, and felt as if she is hated.

The bulk of the Jewish people today originates from Le’ah and are named after her fourth son Yehudah – Judah = Jew. From him came out kings, King David and the future King Maschiach. Priesthood and Torah leadership came out from her third son Levy. 

Rachel’s first son Yosef, was split into two tribes Efra’yim and Menasheh, who vanished together with the 10 tribes. Her second son Binyamin, was always the smallest tribe and only few of them survived and where assimilated into the tribe of Yehudah who is today the core of the Jewish people.

The moral of the story is, that we are not the masters of our destinies. We may plan but it is G-d who decides. Therefore, we should better heed His Commandments. 
To love the wife we marry, or 

To marry the woman we love

, only a fading wishful thinking.

1.“And Yitzchak brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother; 

2. he married Rivkah, she became his wife, 

3. and he loved her; 

4. and thus was Yitzchak consoled after his mother. 

(Breshit 24:67).

 As long as Sarah was alive, a miraculous lamp burned in her tent from one Shabbat eve to the next, her dough was blessed, and a cloud signifying the Divine Presence hung over her tent. In merit and as a public testament of her observance of the three specific commandments of the Jewish woman. A. Family purity. B. Tithing from the dough and C. Kindling the Shabbat light. When Sarah died, these miraculous blessings ceased. 

Yitzchak, who became a holy man since the Akeidah = his being strapped on the Altar as a sacrifice to G-d, had a problem to find a wife that will fit his holiness and elevate herself to the stature of his mother Sarah. Therefore, in order to test Rivkah, he first brought her to the tent of his mother Sarah. When he saw that the three above mentioned miracles have returned, 1. He realized her righteousness and 2. Consented to marry her. 3. The next stage she become his wife and he loved her and 4. He was consoled after his mother.
We learn from Yitzchak the Jewish approach of getting married. A. Testing the bride’s willingness and readiness to observe the three specific commandments of the Jewish woman, B. Performing the marriage ceremony. And C. In return the husbands obligation to love his wife.         

Why to love the wife is an obligation, rather then a hearts desire?

Beyond love and companionship, the main reason we get married is in order to raise a holy Jewish family and observe the first commandment of the Torah, to be fruitful and multiply. A woman is exempt from this commandment, because in order to beget a child, a woman risks her life. Even in the 1998 modern medicine, about 600,000 women die every year at childbirth. And the Torah does not obligate us to observe any Mitzvah at the risk of our lives. To get married and beget children is only an obligation of the husband. Therefore, a woman gets married, only on a voluntary basis. Every Jewish husband must recognize and remember that his wife risks her life in order for him to be able to observe the Mitzvah, therefore, he owes her love and much more. The love that a Jew is obligated to his wife goes much beyond the expression of a physical desire, it is הכרת הטוב = a thankful recognition for becoming an helpmate..  

When a woman… gives birth… and atone for her…

Why a woman needs atonement for bearing a child?

“When a woman conceives and gives birth… she shall bring… an elevation-offering, and… a sin-offering… He shall offer it before Hashem and atone for her, and she becomes purified from the source of her blood. (Vayikra 12:2, 6-7).
  The creation of human life is the most sublime phenomenon in the universe. By bringing it into being, man and woman become partners with G-d, Who gives a soul to their offspring. Beyond that, the woman has risked her life, to perform a Mitzvah of procreation, which only the husband has an obligation to fulfill, and the woman is observing it solely on a voluntary basis, so why does she need to bring two sacrifices and to atone for what? Apparently, it looks to be most humiliating to the woman, that instead of getting a prize and a reward for her self-sacrifice and achievement, she must bring a sin offering to atone for what?  

A. We learned that because of the sin of Adam and Chavah, a curse came to the world, and we have an obligation to correct their failure. Adam was punished with 10 curses, and Chavah with 10 different curses. Men have no way to escape those curses, and each one of us lives his life with plenty of toil, sweat and sorrows. Nine of the women’s curses pertain to family life, bleeding and the problems of bearing children. Therefore, a woman can escape those curses, by remaining single and avoiding any marital relations. After the woman had delivered her child, she went through, voluntarily all the curses and paid for the sins that were brought upon us by our foremother Chava and by our own behavior which is certainly not better than our progenitors. Therefore, she brings a sin offering and it atones for her, and she becomes purified from the source of her blood. As we know the source of the blood is the punishment that came because of Chavah’s sin. Each time a woman goes through the suffering of bearing a child, she brings a sacrifice and it atones the original sin of our foremother Chavah.

   B. “Rabbee Shimon Ben Yochai was asked by his disciples: Why did the Torah ordain that a woman after childbirth should bring a sacrifice? He replied: When she kneels in bearing she swears impetuously that she will have no intercourse with her husband. The Torah, therefore, ordained that she should bring a sacrifice. Rabbee Yosef demurred: Does she not act presumptuously, in which case the absolution of the oath depends on her regretting it? Furthermore, she should have brought a sacrifice prescribed for an oath!” (Nida 31b). 

Explaining the reason of Rabbee Shimon Ben Yochai: The pain of delivery is so exuberant, that every woman at that moment swears that she would not have children any more. If she would keep her oath, and her first delivery will be also the last one, then in her family will be only one child, and when the husband and wife will pass away the remaining number for the next generation will be reduced from two to one. If all the women will do the same, it will take only about 30 generations, till the world will be destroyed, because there will be no one left to cultivate it. Therefore, says Rabbee Shimon Ben Yochay, after each delivery a woman must bring a sin offering to atone for her oath.

In what merit, and why many of the secrets of the Torah which many years later have been recorded in the Kabalah books of the Zohar, have been revealed just to Rabbee Shimon Ben Yochay, and to one else before him. Since creation there was no one who have learned Torah, with such devotion and self sacrifice. As it is Known, that Rabbee Shimon Ben Yochai had to run away from the Romans who sentenced him to death. For 13 years  he hide himself together with his son Eliezer, in a cave, and G-d created a miraculous Charob tree and a spring of water at the entrance to the cave, of which consisted their food for the full 13 years. Clothing: 13 years they used their clothing for prayers only, while for study they used to cover themselves with sand.  And לפום צערא אגרא = according to the sorrow is the compensating reward.

Circumcision, “The covenant of our forefather Avraham”

Wedding, “Who fashioned Adam”
Why the blessing of the circumcision, we recall and go back only till Avraham, while at the blessing of the wedding we recall and go back to the first man, Adam? 

 Obviously, the first man who was commanded to perform circumcision, and has done it was Avraham. But why G-d waited 2047 years from

creation till he gave this commandment to Avraham.

If, even according to medicine, it is very important to surgically cut this foreskin, why then G-d created it. Why man is the only creature who must be fixed, in order to lead his life. 

Sefer Hachinuch writes, that G-d purposely created us uncompleted, and ordered us to complete ourselves physically, in order to hint us, the spiritually we are also not complete, and we must work on our selves to fix our soul. 

1. Adam before the sin did not have a foreskin. 2. The foreskin is an expression to the imperfection of the world because of the sin. 

3. A covenant, is a treaty or a contract that is made between two parties that does not trust each other. 


There are different levels of contracts: 1. A heart consents. 2. Verbal agreement. 3. A handshake. 4. A written and signed contract. 5. Signed with own pricked blood. 6. Signed with a cut of a most important organ, somehow without damaging it. A cut that is 1. Bloody. 2. Painful and 3. Risky. Such a cut makes a stronger imprint in our soul, and there is a smaller chance that we will forget or disregard it


We Jews have three kinds of signs אות contracts between us and G-d. 1. The Shabbat, is an oral contract that we keep only one day a week. 2. The Tfilin on our hand and head, is the written contract, that we carry the other six days of the week. But the first is not seen, and the second can be lost. Therefore, we must have a 3. Third contract, that is permanently engraved into our body, in a way that can be seen, and never be lost.    

 
There are no contracts between a father and his children. Parents will do every thing for their children, without the need for a contract. G-d has created the world for Adam and Chavah. Every thing was for us without a contract. Adam and Chavah breached the trust G-d had in them, they disobeyed him. 


G-d waited 10 generation for people to correct the sin of Adam. After the flood, G-d gave the world a second chance. Noach was the starting point. Noach also was born without a foreskin, and G-d did not ask him for a covenant. G-d on the other hand gave him a covenant written in the sky, in the form of the Rainbow. Again Noach disappointed G-d, and G-d waited 10 generation more, starting again with Avraham. There is no third chance. Avraham had to prove himself with 10 tests; one of them is the circumcision, which is called the covenant of Avraham 
(from: Alone With G-d) It is unfathomable to conceive that a Perfect and All Powerful G-d would create for His beloved children a world full of problems and imperfections. Certainly, it is due to Adam and Chava’s revolt against their Creator’s command not to eat the forbidden fruit, that we live in such an archaic world. 

As descendants of Adam and Chava, every human being is obligated to mend their ancestors’ sin and thus restore the world to its original level of perfection before the sin.

Adam, the handiwork of the Creator, was created circumcised - perfect - unblemished. The foreskin with which the generations after Adam are born, is a manifestation of a flaw in the body and soul of man and the imperfection of the world, all a result of Adam’s sin. No other species are born with a foreskin, or something that must be “fixed”. G-d’s covenant with Avraham was conditioned upon his and his descendants acceptance of the commandment of circumcision, which is a surgical elimination of the foreskin. Circumcision requires a significant amount of courage and devotion for it is a bloody, painful experience which carries a risk. Nevertheless, through this sacrifice we mend man’s physical imperfection, and through the observance of G-d’s commandments we reach for the spiritual heights Adam attained before his sin. 

Our forefather Avraham was the first man who circumcised himself at G-d’s command, and observed all the Mitzvoth of the Torah, even before they were given on Mount Sinai. He took a considerable risk to operate on himself at the advanced age of 99, without prior experience, or the medical resources available today and with exceptional devotion. 


In the wedding ceremony, when a couple contemplate to create a new family, and beget children, we remind them about the first man and woman, and the obligation to correct their mistakes, and lead a life according to G-d’s will, and correct the mistakes of Adam and Chavah. Therefore we mention in the blessing of the wedding the name of Adam. In every wedding the world get a second chance, like during the creation of Adam and Eve.

                   Circumcision and Passover lamb

The only two positive commandments that:

failing to observe is punishable by   כרת= Karet = Excision. 

A Jewish male who is not circumcised 

is forbidden to eat the Pascal sacrifice lamb.

Some blood of the Pascal sacrifice had to be placed on the two side posts and upper doorpost of the house where it was eaten.

To be eaten: only roasted over fire,

while satiated at the end of the meal. 

WHY WE PROCLAIM "כל דיכפין" - “KOL DICHFIN” ONLY ONCE A YEAR?

Possible reasons and connections

Men come to the world physically unperfected. G-d demands from us to perfect our body through circumcision, to prepare our physical container for the spiritual perfection of our soul. 

We must be realistic and remember the facts of life, that in order to be born the mother of each one of us had to have the courage and went trough the three elements of: 1. Bleeding, 2. Pain and 3. Risking her life. According to medical statistics about 600,000 women die yearly during labor, only because we live in a world that is missing some perfection due to our sins.

From us men, the required courage to go through the three elements of circumcision are minimal: 1. Bleeding, 2. Pain and 3. Risk to our lives, which relatively to what a woman goes through are only a symbolic act. Adam was the leader in the Garden of Eden, since G-d spoke to him and commanded him, therefore, as a leader he is responsible to whatever happened and must carry equally, at least symbolically the burden of the consequences. Therefore, there must be at least some symbolic equality between the suffering of the man and the woman, within the activity of our continuity. Women have no obligation to get married and beget children. Nevertheless, they do it eagerly and voluntarily despite their real multiple problems, pain and risk of life.  A man who is not ready even for such a minute investment of will power and courage, to undergo the act of circumcision, G-d is telling him that He does not need him within His Jewish people, and therefore the punishment is excision in the hand of G-d.      


Practically, the child is not aware of the Mitzvah performed on his body, even without his consent. But when the father who loves his child and has mercy on him, is circumcising his child, with this act he proves his consent to the circumcision that was performed on himself with his awareness.

The obligation to circumcise a Jewish child lies upon the community. The father has only preference rights to do it himself or to appoint his messenger. Therefore, if the father is not around or if he does not perform the commandment, the court arranges, for the circumcision. 


This is one of the reasons why no formal invitations are sent for the circumcision, and only an announcement is made, because every one has an obligation to be there as a second in command to the Mohel who performs the circumcision. 


If for any reason a Jewish child was not circumcised, when he becomes mature, after his Bar-Mitzvah, he has an obligation to arrange for his circumcision, and every day that he fails, he is liable to the punishment of Karet. 


A child that two of his brothers have died due to circumcisions, may be children with Hemophilia, before diagnostic of the sickness and its treatment were known, it is strictly forbidden to circumcise him. On Passover any one who is not circumcised, for what ever reason it may be, even if he is the most pious person and only the court forbids him from undergoing circumcision, is forbidden to eat the Passover sacrifice. Why???

212. Wedding Invitation Limited By Budget

TO THE WEDDING WE INVITE EVERY ONE LIMITED MOSTLY BY BUDGET ONLY 

To the wedding of Ya’akov, his father-in-law, Lavan, 1. gathered together all the people of his locality and 2. made a feast, "ויאסוף לבן את כל אנשי המקום ויעש משתה" (Breshit 29:22). We do not find that Yitzchak the father of the groom have participated in someway in the wedding. Obviously the parent of the bride have a greater reason to rejoice, because they have a greater responsibility to watch over their daughter till she got married, when the responsibility to watch over her is transferred to her husband, therefore they play a greater role in the wedding.

But why Lavan have went into the trouble and expense to invite absolutely everybody. Targum Yonatan Ben Uziel explains: On arrival at his father-in-law’s Lavan the community was poverty-stricken and suffered of a water shortage. It was only for Ya’akov’s sake that G-d blessed them and the town well became a gushing spring and they all flourished. Ya’akov faithfully served his father-in-law and the entire community. Therefore, they feared that Ya’acov will leave together with Rachel to get married at the home of his parents in Be’er Sheva, and they will fall back into their previous state of poverty. He has assembled all the inhabitant to a meeting to search an advice how to keep Ya’akov longer in the community. They counseled him: 1. Do not let Ya’acov leave before he gets married here.  2. At the wedding we will help you to cheat Ya’akov by giving him your older daughter Le’ah instead of Rachel. Since Ya’akov is already engaged to Rachel and loves her, he will certainly ask to have her too, therefore, he will have to work for her and stay in the community for another seven years. Obviously that is not the reason why we invite people to a wedding and make a feast.

213. Wedding, Why A Public Affair?

Marital relations, the most private and intimate relations between a husband and wife, why its onset must be preceded with a publicly held wedding? Why the vow and promises cannot be as secret and confidential as the marital relations are?  Certainly, this is another proof that one of the main reasons we get married is to create a family that will bear children. The results of our marital activities in the dark of the night and even in the most secluded place of our home, few years later might roam the streets of our locality, and the community arrogates it self the power to decide who will be its future members. A wedding is publicly asking permission from each one of the entire society amidst whom we live the right to get married with his/her particular partner. Anyone who has whatever objections from social standing to issues of incest or mental and medical incompetence has the right and obligation to come and voice his objection before the marriage gets into effect. In modern life a public ad in the local paper affects this need. Certainly there are many other reasons for a public wedding. One of them will be answered together with the next question. 

214. An Obligation To  Rejoice The Groom And Bride.  Why Are They Sad?

An Obligation To "לשמח חתן וכלה" Gladden Groom And Bride At Their Wedding. Why Are They Sad? In the long run, building a family is not an easy task. It is almost as sailing into an un known high sea that is filed with difficulties. The building of a home. The pain and dangers of childbirth. The incertitude of who and how will grow the next generation. The obligation to provide, raise and educate them. For some of these problems the bride and groom might need the help and/or the moral support of the community. Attending a wedding is telling the bride and groom: “rejoice in building your home and don’t worry, in case of need we will stand firmly with you!” Therefore, the parents as well as the bride and groom are interested in a largest attendance of their friends, as a reserve of supporters in case of need, limited only by the budget.   

215. Mature Enough To Get Married. Why Wedding Invitations By Parents? 

WEDDING INVITIONS ARE PRINTED BY PARENTS AND GRAND PARENTS WHY NOT BY BRIDE AND GROOM? 

216. Standing Together Under The Canopy! Why Behind Partition At The Feast?

Why Separate Seating, For Men And Women, Behind Partition At The Feast? IF MEN AND WOMEN ARE SEATING IN THE SAME ROOM EVEN AROUND SEPARATE TABLES BUT WITHOUT A PARTITION WHY CAN’T WE SAY IN THE BLESSINGS OF GRACE AFTER THE WEDDING MEAL “SHE-HASIMCHA BIMONO”, “THAT G-D REJOICE IN HIS HEIGHTS?”
217. Partition Between Men And Women During Prayer, Why and How?

THE NEED FOR A PARTITION SEPARATING BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN DURING PRAYER AND EVEN AT A WEDDING PARTY.

WHY THE PASSOVER SACRIFICE, AND TODAY THE “AFIKOMAN” ARE EATEN AT THE END OF THE MEAL, “AL HASOVA”, WHEN ALREADY SATIATED?

ONLY TWO POSITIVE COMMANDMENTS, THEIR NON-OBSERVANCE IS PUNISHABLE BY KARET. WHY WE PROCLAIM “KOL DICHFIN” ONLY ONCE A YEAR?

AN UNCIRCUMCISED MALE EVEN FOR REASONS BEYOND HIS WILL IS NOT PERMITTED TO EAT THE PASSOVER MEAL.

Under the canopy, the bridegroom sanctify’s his bride, “Harey Aat Mekudeshet Li” -  “You Are Sanctified Unto Me,” the husband too “shall not come at all times into his sanctuary.”       

Ba’aley Tshuvah asked their orthodox rabbi, “Before you married us WHY YOU DID NOT TELL US about Mikveh?” His answer: “I thought you are not the type for it.” From a book.
[Scientists say: Women have higher verbal inductive reasoning - Binah. No females genius in mathematics! Men have higher deductive reasoning - Chochmah - Da’at.] 

