B"H
Equal and Different

by Yehoshua Reuvain Perl

He has long hair, she has a crew cut. He wears an earring, she has broad shoulders from the foam rubber pads sewn into her blouse. He tenderly clutches a pocket book, she masculinely slings a backpack over her shoulders. His name is Pat, short for Patrick and her name is Carl, short for Carla. He is a housewife, she is a police officer. He wants to be like her, she wants to be like him. And no one is interested in what Hashem wants.

 
“The Yetzer Hara leaves the other nations alone (for they are already his). And concentrates solely on Klal Yisrael” (Sukah 52b). This confusion of roles that the other nations have so happily embraced to their own detriment, is meant solely to tempt us into the same chaos into which they so merrily suffer. 


The roles that Hashem has designed especially for us, is designed to bring out the best in us. The world-at-large is aiming to seduce us into abandoning our commitment to Hashem.


In the secular world, they shrilly blare: “Women are equal to men!’ we in the Torah world respond: “Nu? Where have you been in the past three thousand plus years? Women have different responsibilities and challenges then men. And they are equal.” 


But, the post-modern world (which is now out-dated) is not satisfied with this. Why? For what they demand is not what they truly seek. When they scream, “Women and men must be equal,” they actually mean “Women and men must be identical!” And that just cannot be. 


 The Talmud says, “Women are a nation unto themselves” (Shabbat 62b). This means men and women perceive, expresses, expect, aspire, understand, conduct themselves, go about their lives differently than each other. Different nations for different tasks to complete one unified Torah nation. Women are different. Hence Hashem has given them responsibilities which are different than men – different but equal.


Feminism wants to confuse the roles that Hashem has given us. And when we are confused, Hashem’s will cannot be done. A circular peg cannot fit into a square hole. The car ignition key does not open Your bicycle lock. And the goal of a Jewish woman is not that of a Jewish man. 


 So when those of a pseudo-Orthodox Jewish ilk thrill in delight when women take on men’s responsibilities in Yiddishkeit, let us run from them as we would from a wild beast. As it says in Mishlai: “Better to meet up with a she-bear who lost her cubs, than a fool in his foolishness.” 
(The Flatbush Jewish News, Kislev 5759 / Dec. ’98, Vol. 2, Number 5 (Issue #15), Tel: (718) 375-6419, 1930 East 17th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11229).

