בס"ד


"ולקחתם.. פרי הדר.. תמרים.. ענף עבות.. ערבי נחל.. ושמחתם"! ((Vayikra 23:40
“Obtain a fruit of a majestic tree, a branch of Tmarim, myrtles and willows and rejoice before Hashem!” 

E T R O G, Lulav, Hadassim VeAravot Committee
6 Elul 5764 – (23.08.004)

Reference: “4 Species” Students Photo & Essay Contest
To all Rabbis, School Principals, Teachers and Jewish Educators:  

Please have your students participate in our “4 Species” Photo & Essay Contest.
Dear Friends:

According to Israel Ethrog growers and dealers, about 30 years ago, for few years in a row, Imanuel Ravad was the world’s biggest single individual Etrog buyer, although, he did not re-sell none of them. All Etrog - “4 Species” were distributed free-of-charge. In each community he served, every Jewish family, even non-synagogue-members, received one. While in St. Louis, MO area, 20,000 Etrogin were distributed free-of-charge, to all the known Jewish students of the city, young & old. A condition was stipulated: Not to request nor accept any contribution from the students or their parents. About 20% of the adult recipient, have voluntarily donated for the total cost of the project, another 50% at least acknowledged with thanks, and the rest 30% only enjoyed the opportunity to observe an easy and beautiful Mitzva.

        The realization, that the Etrog served the Mitzva for only one week, and next year the students might expect to get it again free of charge, but no project might be available to give it to them, conceived the venture of: 

The “4 Species” 
Students Photo & Essay Contest.

For less than $15, less than the current price of one Ethrog & Lulav set, you can photograph each student with an Ethrog & Lulav set, enlarged to 11”x14” picture, beautiful aluminum framed with an unbreakable glass, and present it as a souvenir from his/her performance of the Mitzva of the “4 Species”, which is also a prayer for nature and ecology. Since a 11”x14” picture is too big to be saved in a drawer, it would most probably end up posted on the wall. Hence, living with such a beautiful picture, there is a greater chance that, when he/she will grow up, they will buy their own “4species” set, come with it to the synagogue during the Sukkoth Holiday, and one Mitzva leads to another, "ומצווה גוררת מצווה"! 

This project has a great merit, especially in those communities where the Holiday of Succot is not yet observed with great fervor. The minimal cost of the project might be covered either by the parents, or by some of the city’s philanthropists, who wish to participate in a Mitzvah that helps guarantee Jewish survival.  

After 25 years pause, while busy with other projects, like: Holly Jewish Names & Identity, Koren Tanach, Yad Vashem Memorial Lights and Mikva, this beautiful “4 Species” project, surfaced again into my mind, and I solicit your help and cooperation to help carry it to fruition.

Please promote and print about the contest in your local newspaper & E-mail list!

Do you need more of the enclosed sample picture, or do you wish to get it as E-Mail?

A booklet about “The ‘4 Species’ and I, My Prayers for Nature & Ecology,” written recently in Hebrew, by I.R., unfortunately is not yet translated into English and printed in time to mail you for this Chag HaSukkot. G-d willing, when ready, will be mailed to you upon request, “free of charge.”
Please write us! We would appreciate your remarks and suggestions. If you wish to help defray some of our expenses, you may write your tax-deductible check to: Mikva-Tikva. Also, please write us; about your community Mikva outreach needs and aspirations, we may be able to help you with planning and printed educational materials.

Greatly appreciate your help & cooperation, to advance this great Etrog educational project, and hope to hear from you soon.

LeShanah Tova Tikatevu veTehatemu and Chag Sameah.

Respectfully yours,

            Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד
USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, Israel: Rechov Rambam 5/12, Elad 40800 

בס"ד
Build a Kaylim Mikva = Utensil Mikva, up front of your:

Synagogue, School & JCC! Why?
At CAJE 29 convention, of the Coalition for Advancement of Jewish Education, at Hofstra University, West Hempstead, NY, with the participation of about 1500 Jewish schoolteachers, principals and rabbis, from around the world, who are responsible for the Jewish education of over 1 million Jewish children. Over 100 exhibition booths of educational materials and services for the schools, were also present, one of them was a Mikva=Tikva booth, from where I have distributed Mikva Outreach materials to most of the convention attendees, beyond my lecture to the teachers. 

Rosh-Chodesh Elul 5764 – (8.17.004), a booth representative of a prominent Midwest Jewish service organization approached me: “I have noticed in the yard, your impressive and inspiring Mikva=Tikva vehicle, something I never saw before, we must thank you for bringing it to our convention, since it forces us to think Jewish. However, could you please explain me, what is the meaning of Mikva, a word that I never heard, seen nor encountered before, during my life time?” In order to know how to answer, I asked him few preliminary questions: “Excuse me for asking, are you Jewish?” “Certainly!” “Are you married?” “With a Jewish wife and we are parents to three children.” “We belong to a Conservative synagogue, where I was educated in a Sunday and Hebrew schools, and have been properly Bar-Mitzvahed, but never before in my 37 years of age, did I hear the word Mikva, could you please explain me it’s meaning!”

When I started my campaign, for Utensils Mikvas to be built and exposed in front of every synagogue, Jewish schools and JCCs, for which I printed already few flyers, and laminated color posters, because: Mikva is a sensitive subject, and even the most beautiful Mikvas are hidden from the public eye, but Utensils Mikva is not a sensitive issue, therefore there is no problem to speak about it publicly, and it gives us an opportunity to expose the subject of Mikva, which is so greatly needed. Two years ago, I did not realize how acute the problem is, and the encounter above was a catalyst to push for the building of Utensils Mikvas for the public eye with a greater vigor. I got approbation to the project from most illustrious Rabbis. Few days after the encounter, I met a philanthropist, who told me that he has built already 15 Mikvas, the last of them at a cost of 6 million Dollars. I argued: “For the cost of 1 Mikva, conduct Mikva Outreach Campaigns, which will certainly result with thousands of new Jews observing and building their own Mikvas. But if you insist about building rather then promoting Mikva, then build Utensil Mikvas.” He answered: “If you will find the synagogue and school who will agree to build a Utensil Mikva in front of it, I will finance it.” Two days after, 6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the subject, and since then, few more synagogues. But I wish to present him a list of 100 Utensils Mikvas to be built, which is about equal in cost to one regular Mikva.

Therefore, if you are interested, with funding, and ideas how to satisfy your particular needs of decoration and explaining a Utensils Mikva to your community, please write us your request, signed by the rabbi and the president of your organization. We might be also able to help you in your general Mikva Outreach campaigns, in many other ways, like: printed literature, advice in planning etc., please write us about your particular needs and requests.

Sincerely your,                                         
[image: image1.png]A=



 - [image: image2.png]



                                                                 Imanuel Ravad –                  עמנואל ראב"ד

ESPECT for our FLAG. Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!

Fundamental respect for any national flag demands: Its flying on the right side, in the presence of a foreign flag! Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands: To add the Jewish name while a non-Jewish given name is used.
“Our redemption from Egyptian slavery, was in merit of respect for our given Jewish name, by avoiding the use of any foreign names.” (Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5).  

SURVIVAL \ Mikva=Tikva=Hope \ No Mikva – No Tikva, Mikva Outreach Global Programs

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, Israel: Rechov Rambam 5/12, Elad 40800
