בס"ד
 “4 Species” Students Photo & Essay Contest

To all Rabbis, School Principals, Teachers and Jewish Educators:  

Please have your students participate in our “4 Species” Photo & Essay Contest.

According to Israeli Etrog growers and dealers, about 30 years ago, for a few years in a row, Imanuel Ravad was the world’s biggest single individual Etrog buyer, although he did not resell any of them. All the Etrog sets were distributed free-of-charge. In each community in which he served as Rabbi, every Jewish family, even non-synagogue-members, received one. In St. Louis, MO alone, 10,000 Etrogim were distributed free-of-charge to all Jewish students in the city. No contribution was accepted from students, or their parents. In addition, at one of the congregations, the president paid for the entire congregation! In other congregations 20% contributed towards their sets while another 50% acknowledged them with thanks. Others simply enjoyed the opportunity to observe a beautiful and meaningful Mitzva.

        The realization that the Etrog serves as a Mitzva for only one week, and next year the students might expect to get it again free of charge when no project might be available to give it to them, led to the creation of: 

The “4 Species” Students Photo & Essay Contest.

For less than $15, less than the current price of one Etrog & Lulav set, you can photograph each student with an Etrog & Lulav set, enlarged to 11”x 14” picture, beautifully framed in aluminum with an unbreakable glass. This can be presented as a souvenir of his/her performance of the Mitzva of the “4 Species,” which is also a “prayer for nature and ecology.” Since an 11”x14” framed photo is too big to be kept in a drawer, it will most likely end up on a wall. Hence, living with such a beautiful and meaningful picture, there is a greater chance that, when he/she will grow up, they will buy their own “4 species” set. They will then come with it to the synagogue during the Sukkoth Holiday, and “One Mitzva leads to another!” 

This project has great merit, especially in those communities where the Holiday of Succot is not yet observed with great fervor. The minimal cost of the project might be covered either by the parents, or some local philanthropists wishing to participate in a community Mitzvah that helps guarantee Jewish survival.  

Along with other major projects, like: Jewish Names & Identity, Koren Tanach, Yad Vashem Memorial Lights and Mikva, this beautiful “4 Species” campaign will leave a lasting impression in the students’ minds! I solicit your help and cooperation to help carry it to fruition on a global scale.

Please promote the contest in your local community through newspapers & e-mail lists!

For additional copies of the enclosed sample picture, or to receive it via e-mail, please contact us at the address below.

Unfortunately, my booklet: “The ‘4 Species’ and I, My Prayers for Nature & Ecology,” will not be available in English in time for this Chag HaSukkot. G-d willing, we will be happy to mail it to you, upon request, free of charge, when it is completed. You should receive it in time to make copies for your students to use in composing their essays for the contest. (See picture for details).
Please write to us! We appreciate your comments and suggestions. If you wish to help cover some of our expenses, please send your tax-deductible check to: Mikva-Tikva. Also, please write to us about your community Mikva outreach needs and aspirations; we may be able to help you with planning and printed educational materials.

We greatly appreciate your help & cooperation to promote this great Etrog educational project, and hope to hear from you soon.

L’Shanah Tova Tikatevu veTehatemu and Chag Sameah.

Respectfully yours,

            Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד
USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, Israel: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petah-Mikva=Tikva=Hope 49550

ולקחתם.. פרי הדר.. תמרים.. ענף עבות.. ערבי נחל.. ושמחתם לפני ה'!"
“Obtain a fruit of a Majestic tree, a branch of Tmarim, Myrtles and Willows and Rejoice before Hashem!” (Vayikra 23:40).
ETROG, Lulav, Hadassim veAravot Committee
בס"ד
B u i l d   a   K a y l i m   (Food U t e n s i l)   M i k v a 

in front of your Synagogue, School & JCC!  W h y ? ?
During the last CAJE* 29 convention, Rosh Chodesh Elul 5764 – (8/17/04), a booth representative of a prominent Midwest Jewish service organization approached me and exclaimed, “We must thank you for displaying your impressive Mikva=Tikva vehicle to our convention. I never saw anything like that before, and it forced me to plunge a little deeper into Jewish thinking. However, could you please explain me, what is the meaning of Mikva, a word that I never heard, seen nor encountered before, during my life time?” To give him the proper reply, I posed a few questions to him whom he answered: “Excuse my asking, are you Jewish?” “Certainly!” I was born Jewish we belong to a synagogue, where I attended Sunday and Hebrew school, and even was duly Bar-Mitzvahed, but never before in my 27 years of living did I hear the word Mikva. Could you please explain its meaning?”

When my poster and flyer campaign for Kaylim (Utensils) Mikvas to be built in a manner that they will be seen and noticed by all Jewish eyes each time they come to a synagogue, Jewish school and JCC’s, was launched, I did not realize how urgent the need is for such an undertaking! Due to the sensitivity of the Mitzva of Family Purity, even our most beautiful, multi-million Dollars Mikva palaces are hidden from the public eye. Consequently, too many of our people, like our Midwest young man above, have never heard about, or seen, a Mikva in their lives, although there are quite a few Mikvas in the city where our “hero” dwells. This is one of the reasons why the Mitzva of immersion, in spite of being one of our most basic commandments, is nevertheless one of the most neglected. 

To overcome this problem, we must take a lesson from Sanhedrin 94 where it is reported that non-sensitive laws of purity and sanctity were introduced at a very young age to boys and girls. This guarantees their observance of “Family Purity and Sanctity” at the proper age. As a result, in the merit of observing Mikva by the TOTALITY of our people, Yerushalayim and OUR communities were, and will once again be, saved. Nowadays, we should introduce some of the laws of purity and sanctity to young children via the vehicle of utensils immersion, which is under Torah obligation even today. Since it is not a sensitive topic, there is no problem to teach it publicly to any age group. This gives us the opportunity to publicize the subject of Mikva, which is so greatly needed. Another non-sensitive avenue to introduce Mikva is through the edict of “Repentance Requires Immersion!” (Ohr Zarua 1:20). 

The above anecdote should spur us on to: A. Building of Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikvas in prominent and appropriate locations in every synagogue, Jewish school and JCC. An impressive sign explaining the reasons for the need to immerse new food utensils in a Mikva, is educationally much more important then the Mikva itself, since there might be many hidden Utensils Mikvas in the community. The topic of Mikva must be often before our eyes, since there is a big difference between what we hear about seldom, perhaps accompanied by negative remarks, in contrast to what we see posted and explained. B. Introducing Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva into the curriculum of school-age children, practical suggestions for which are:  

   1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, as adapted on our laminated posters and in “Waters of Eden,” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan.

   2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, an example of which is our laminated 11” x 17” color poster.
   3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil, such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them personal pride in it.

   4. Photograph each child at the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them a framed 11”x14” picture for them to hang in their room as a souvenir.
   5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for hanging in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school lobby.

 Hence, living with a meaningful picture, where the non-sensitive Mikva slogans are clearly and prominently displayed, there is a greater chance that, when grown up, Mikva will be part of their lives.

These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world.


However, if we want it to happen by the least observant, we must start it by the most observant.
Many illustrious Rabbis approve the project. 

Fatefully, a few days after the above encounter, 5 Elul 5764, I bumped into a philanthropist, who acquainted me with the 15 Mikvas he already built, the last of them at a cost of six million dollars. I argued: “It is high time to start promoting Mikvas, instead of just building them. Since for the amount it cost to build one Mikva, you can conduct a serious Mikva outreach campaign that will certainly result in many thousands of Jews starting to observe Mikva. They will also get the drive and find the means to build their own Mikvas by themselves. But if you insist upon building, rather then promoting, Mikvas, then, at least, build Kaylim (Utensils) Mikvas, which will result with many more people observing Family Purity and Sanctity Mikva.” He answered, “Do you expect to find synagogues and schools who will agree to build a Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva in a prominent and appropriate place in their facilities? If you find them, I will fund them!” One day later, on 6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the undertaking, and, since then, a few more synagogues have agreed. However, we wish to present our generous contributor with a list of 100 Utensils Mikvas to be built; with the estimated cost of $15,000 each, plus certain esthetic requirement might vary from place to place. Nevertheless, the total amount will be much smaller than what he paid for the last Mikva he built!

Hence, we propose to your community: If you need assistance with the funding, and/or exchange of ideas to satisfy your most demanding requirements of taste and decoration and more importantly, the explanation of the importance of Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva to your community, please send us your request signed by the Rabbi and President of your organization. We might also be able to help you in your general Mikva outreach campaigns, in other ways, such as: printed literature, advice in planning etc. Please write us about any of your particular needs and requests. We are eager to help you for the benefit and salvation of our people – מקוה ישראל ה', מושיעו.

IN BRIEF: Build, in a prominent place in your school synagogue, or JCC, a Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, as an educational tool. Its main objective will be its impressive sign and explanation of the purpose of this Mikva, and immersion in general, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience. Take it out of forced hiding! Decorate your sign with Mikva slogans, to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit, Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved. 

Sincerely your,

Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד 

 © 21 Elul 5764 – (Sep.6.004) 

*Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (8.15-19.004) convention, at Hofstra University, West Hempstead, NY, with the participation of 1500 Jewish schoolteachers, principals and Rabbis, from around the world, who are responsible for the Jewish education of over 1 million Jewish children. There were 100 exhibition booths of educational materials and services for the schools. A Mikva=Tikva booth was present, to distribute Mikva outreach materials to the convention attendees, beside lectures to the teachers). 

SURVIVAL / Mikva=Tikva=Hope / No Mikva – No Tikva / Mikva Outreach Global Programs,

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: Rechov Rambam 5/12, Elad 40800
RESPECT for our FLAG!  Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!
               Fundamental respect for any national flag demands its flying on the right side in the presence of a foreign flag! Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands using your Jewish name even if you are known by a non-Jewish name. “Our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in the merit of our respect for our heritage, by using only our Jewish names… and observing Mikva, which did not allow any assimilation and intermarriage process.” (Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5).
Elul 5764 (Sept. ‘04)

