בס"ד                                                                                                                                                                              Bs"d
Foreign Names – National Suicide

Use Our Holy Jewish Names!

The use of non-Jewish names leads to intermarriage.

The crucial importance of using Jewish names, 

especially by rabbis and community leaders.
More than ever in the now-generation of 75 – 95% of assimilation and intermarriage! 

Excerpt from: How it started….. 

1. At the outset, it pained me to see too many modern American orthodox rabbis that mostly due to social, financial or other pressures did not have the guts to do more for Yidishkeit. The first discernable symptom was the fact that at the time, over 75% of them and their lay leadership, called themselves with gentile names, in spite of the Talmudic statement that our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in merit of not changing the Jewish names. The preference to use a gentile name while being blessed with a Jewish one that was given to us during the Brith-Milah ceremony, as a covenant with G-d, when and where we publicly proclaim a promise and a pledge: "Ve'yikare Shmo B'Yisrael…" – "He Shall Be Identified Among Jews With His Jewish Name…," is among others: 

A. Profaning the oath,  pronounced at the circumcisem ceremony. 

B. A contradiction to our thanking G-d every morning: "Shlo Asani Goy!" = "That He did not make me a gentile." 

C. A proof of a lack of self-respect. 

Same as: "Fundamental respect for the United States flag, and any national flag, requires it's flying on the right side and/or higher in the presence of a foreign flag! Likewise: Fundamental respect to Judaism demands using our Jewish name even if we are known by a non-Jewish name." Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave Yosef an Egyptian name of honor: "Tsafnat – Pe'ane'ach," nevertheless, Yosef has used only his Jewish name. (Breshit 41:45).     

D. It is one of the most dangerous pitfalls on the road to assimilation and intermarriage.  

   It is easier to understand a Jewish lay man, who has to swim in a turbulent anti-Semitic world, who is trying to hide his Jewishness. 

E. However, rabbis, who are nicely paid to live among Jews and lead them, if they do not poses the minimal backbone and self respect to be identified with their Jewish name, it is criminally deserting their line of duty and a testimony of something rotten from the inside.

REPEAT THAT RESOLUTION PLEASE!

   Reprint from Jewish Education News, April 1980, published by Coalition for Advancement of Jewish Education. 

    At the Rutgers Conference, two resolutions not related to task forces were passed. Just in case you missed them, here are their official texts for the record; Resolution on Hebrew Names: Since the use of Hebrew names promotes pride in Jewish Identity, and since rabbis and educators can set a living example for our students, therefore let it be resolved: (1) that we encourage rabbis and educators to use their Hebrew names at professional and educational functions as well as to include them on their letterhead and bulletin boards, and (2) that for the next CAJE Conference, if possible, a space be reserved on the registration forms for both Hebrew and English names. Introduced by Rabbi Imanuel Ravad, at CAJE 4th Conference, Aug '79. 

   "Dear Imanuel: as a result of your campaign, not only I am using my Jewish name, Shlomo, but I went one step further and changed my name legally from Steven to Shlomo." Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Lincoln Square Synagog..

   Thirty years later, in a chance airport encounter with a former school principal in Boston and currently a businessman from Milwaukee, I bemoaned: "They still call you Jerry? Was my labor in vain?" He answered: "Let me prove your success!" He introduced me to a group of 50 university students that he is leading on a tour to Israel, and asked that each one should announce his name. All of them identified themselves with Jewish names only. Then he continued: "This is the fruit of your labor! My business takes me to Arab countries and for security reasons I must be known only by my gentile name, but all my students do identify themselves only by their Jewish names. This is your success!"

   It was and still is a hard fight, and forced me to register an organization named: "Jewish Pride & Identity!" 

   Beyond distributing explanation brochures, I bought an electric engraving machine, attended a diversity of about 10 yearly Jewish national conventions and engraved, tens of thousands identity pins, beautiful door and table signs, where the Hebrew name appeared first, and the gentile name, if at all, only inside a parenthesis, all of them free of charge. The CAJE educators organization, used to give me yearly, the list of their up to 5000 attendees, enough in advance of their summer convention, to enable me to engrave for all of them, free of charge, beautiful and colorful Hebrew identity pins.  

   A liberal rabbi once told me: "You, I will never forget!" "Why?" I asked! "For your article: 'My Name is Robert, My Dog's Name is Re'uven!' Interesting but Sad…" This article was written in wake of my visiting a Hebrew School, where in a well staffed classroom there was a display of pictures entitled: Our Students and their Pets. Along one wall of the classroom were pictures of nice looking Jewish children, dressed as sloppily as fashion requires, with their well-groomed dogs. Under each picture there was the name of the dog and his master. The name under one of the pictures identified a student as ROBERT and the name of his dog as RE'UVEN. What a disgrace! How far have we fallen??? Certainly, the blame could be directed only at the spiritual leadership of the local Jewish community and its school. If the rabbis and educators of the community would be using their Jewish names, their students would not dare to give holy Jewish names to their not so holy pets. 

   "They called me Mortimer... So I lived like a Mortimer and acted as one. I hardly knew I was Jewish. Merrill I named my son. He named his son Morgan. That's my grandson. And Morgan doesn't have any Jewish name... [Unfortunately, he is not Jewish.]"  Jewish names were not made for tombstones use them during your lifetime! Excerpts From Olameinu, Nov. 1978:

 (Sample I.P.I. Jewish identity campaigns) B'ezrat  Hashem
   Please call me by my Jewish name! Why? Because I am proud to be a Jew, and because it is: Holy, Divine, Beautiful, Spiritual, Traditional, Meaningful, Educational, Historical, and Our Roots. Many illustrious personalities, among them prophets and leaders of the Jewish People have carried my name with PRIDE throughout thousands of years of Jewish history before me, and surely others will carry it for many years to come. It would remind me who I am, where I belong, and what my highest goals are. At the very least it will help me identify with Judaism and the Jewish people. For the above reasons and for many more please call me by my Jewish name! Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד. How about you?

   The importance of your Jewish name to you and our people. A century old Responsa very relevant today By Maharam Sh. I.K.(an abbreviation of: Shem Yisrael Kodesh = Jewish Names are Holy!) (Responsa 169 on Yoreh-De'ah, page 52) 

   "In the merit that our people had not changed their Hebrew names... they were worthy to be redeemed from slavery." (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5). It is not enough to be called by the Jewish name in the synagogue, when summoned to read the Torah or during a prayer for the sick. To be called by a gentile name is most certainly a violation of Torah law! (Rambam, Laws Idol Worship, ch.11). "Just as it is forbidden to imitate their mode of dress, their behavior and other aspects of their customs, so too it is prohibited to imitate them in their names." (Sifri: Vayikra 20:26). "Jews, who are the oldest nation in existence today, and upon whom the existence of the world depends, who are ashamed to be called by their own names, it is a great disgrace for them!!" "It is forbidden for a Jew to be called by a none-Jewish name!'" (Yoma 38b).  To utilize gentile names seem to consider gentiles more important than Jews, give credence, praise and esteem to others, and in the process we shamefully disgrace our parents, our sages and our saints.  ... Therefore, it is indeed proper for every Jew who believes in G-d and his Torah, to instruct his household and those who listen to him, to use only Jewish names.  Sincerely, Rabbi Moshe Sh.I.K.

   Although, in a responsa by Reb Moshe Feinstein, he claims that Jewish names where most important before the receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai, however, since today too many Jews do not observe the Torah, and with the high rate of assimilation and intermarriage, that did not exist during the Egyptian Exile, we must consider our times, for the purpose of Jewish names, as before receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai. I.R. 
NO NEED TO RE-INVENT THE WHEEL!
  According to federation statistics, the rate of intermarriage on this continent has jumped from 3% to over 75% in 50 years. At this rate, would there be a Jewish community left in 210 years?
   The Midrash tells us that, during the hundreds of years of the first Jewish exile in ancient Egypt, there was not a single intermarriage, because the Jews of that time observed the following basic practices, which assured their survival as a separate and a unique people; they used their Jewish names, they spoke their own language, they wore modest Jewish clothes, and observed all Jewish moral laws, of which Mikva and family purity are most essential. Without theses observances, after 210 years, intermarriage might have left no Jews to be redeemed. (Midrash Rabbah: Vayikrah 32:5, Bamidbar 22, Yalkut 768, Shmot 6:6, Psikta-Zutra  2:19, Ha'amek-Davar, Ma'haram-Shik: Responsa Yoreh-De'ah 169, P.52).
   HEBREW NAMES are mentioned first, because there is never any compulsion for Jews to change their names. To do so voluntarily, is to show a lack of respect for one's Jewish heritage, and it is the first step to intermarriage. To make this point clear, the two times the Torah refers to immoral conduct of Jews with non-Jews, the Midrash, in its comments, notes that the use of JEWISH NAMES is a preventive medicine. 

      LANGUAGE, is a tool of communication, and at times we are obliged to use a foreign language, one which is understood by our listeners. In contrast, a name is only a tool of identification, and any person can be identified with any given name. However, after a while, our name becomes a key to our soul, the signal to which we respond, the only call that may move the innermost feeling of our heart. As it is stated in the Torah, "The soul of a living is its name." In a tempestuous sea of assimilation, a Jewish name is a clarion call that touches the very essence of our of our being, that awaken us to return to our roots, and calls us to rally to the Jewish flag and heritage, and to stand boldly and proudly together, to preserve the uniqueness of our people and assure its continuity. © Copyright ('94), I.Ravad, Lag-Ba'omer 5754.   
     Due to perseverance, few other missions which needed a power of persuasion, determination and mobility were trusted to me. 

See: "I always wanted to know…"  www   mikva-whyme.org
by Imanuel Ravad, author. 22 Nisan 5768
B'ezrat  Hashem
Jewish Names are Holy! 
And Serve as Intermarriage Deterrent!

(Sample J.P.I. [Jewish Pride and Identity] Jewish identity campaigns).

Please call me by my Jewish name! Why? Because I am proud to be a Jew, and because it is: Holy, Divine, Beautiful, Spiritual, Traditional, Meaningful, Educational, Historical, and Our Roots. Many illustrious personalities, among them prophets and leaders of the Jewish People have carried my name with PRIDE throughout thousands of years of Jewish history before me, and surely others will carry it for many years to come. It would remind me who I am, where I belong, and what my highest goals are. At the very least it will help me identify with Judaism and the Jewish people. For the above reasons and for many more Please call me by my Jewish name! Imanuel Ravad. How about you?

Excerpts From "Olameinu," Nov. 1978:

"They called me Mortimer... So I lived like a Mortimer and acted as one. I hardly knew I was Jewish. Merril I named my son. He named his son Morgan. That's my grandson. And Morgan doesn't have any Jewish name... [Unfortunately, he is not Jewish.]"  
Jewish names were not made for tombstones, use them during your lifetime!

The importance of your Jewish name to you and our people. 
A century old Responsa very relevant today By Maharam "Sh. I.K".,
 (an abbreviation of: Shem Yisrael Kodesh = Jewish Names are Holy!) 
(Responsa 169 on Yoreh-De'ah, page 52) 

"In the merit that our people had not changed their Hebrew names... they were worthy to be redeemed from slavery." (Vayikra Rabbah 32:). It is not enough to be called by the Jewish name in the synagogue, when summoned to read the Torah or during a prayer for one's health. To be called by a gentile name is most certainly a violation of Torah law! (Rambam, Laws Idol Worship, ch.11). "Just as it is forbidden to imitate their mode of dress, their behavior and other aspects of their customs, so too it is prohibited to imitate them in their names." (Sifri: Vayikra 20:26). "Jews, who are the oldest nation in existence today, and upon whom the existence of the world depends, who are ashamed to be called by their own names, it is a great disgrace for them!!" "It is forbidden for a Jew to be called by a none-Jewish name!'" (Yoma 38).  To utilize gentile names seem to consider gentiles more important than Jews, give credence, praise and esteem to others, and in the process we shamefully disgrace our parents, our sages and our saints.  ... Therefore, it is indeed proper for every Jew who believes in G-d and his Torah, to instruct his household and those who listen to him, to use only Jewish names.  
                  Sincerely, Rabbi Moshe Sh.I.K.
   
Although, Reb Moshe Feinstein claims that Jewish names where most important before receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai, however, since today too many Jews do not observe the Torah, and with the high rate of assimilation and intermarriage, that did not exist during the Egyptian Exile, we must consider our times, for the purpose of Jewish names, as before receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai. I.R. 
RESPECT for our FLAG!  

Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!
Fundamental respect for any national flag demands its flying on the right side and/or higher in the presence of a foreign flag!*
Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands using your Jewish name even if you are known by a non-Jewish name.

 “Our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in the merit of our respect for our heritage, by using only our Jewish names… and observing Family Purity and Sanctity laws, which did not allow any assimilation and intermarriage process.” (Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5). 

The preference to use a gentile name while being blessed with a Jewish one is a contradiction to our thanking and blessing G-d every morning: "Shlo Asani Goy!" = "That He did not make me a gentile."

Flag laws of the United States of America: (c) "No other flag should be placed above or to the right of the flag of the United States of America, at any place within the United States." 

                       *(US CODE Collection – Title 4 > Chapter 1 > # 7).
(Sample I.P.I. Jewish identity campaigns)
B'ezrat Hashem

PLEASE
CALL ME BY MY JEWISH NAME
WHY?
BECAUSE I AM  P R 0 U D
TO BE A JEW
AND BECAUSE IT IS:
HOLY

DIVINE


BEAUTIFUL

SPIRITUAL


TRADITIONAL

MEANINGFUL


EDUCATIONAL

BIBLICAL

HISTORICAL

OUR ROOTS

Many illustrious personalities, 
among them prophets and leaders of the Jewish people, 
have carried my name with PRIDE 
throughout thousands of years of Jewish history before me, 
and surely others will carry it for many years to come.

It would remind me who I am, 
where I belong, and what my highest goals are.

At the very least it will help me identify with Judaism 
and the Jewish people.

For the above reasons

and for many more

PLEASE
CALL ME BY MY
JEWISH NAME
(Fill in your Jewish name in the blank space)
by Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד 
HOW ABOUT YOU?
133

Excerpts From Otomeinu, Nov. 1978
If you are proud of your Jewish heritage you will also be proud of your Jewish  name.

And no amount of fun-making need make you feel ashamed.

If I had borne my real name, which is Mendel with pride

My whole life would have been different.
They called me Mortimer... Morty for short,
my folks thought that of Mendel would make sport.
So I lived like a Mortimer and acted as one.
I hardly knew I was Jewish.
Merril I named my son.
He named his son Morgan. That's my grandson!

  And Morgan doesn't have any Jewish name..." [He is not Jewish].
JEWISH NAMES WERE NOT MADE FOR TOMBSTONES, USE THEM DURING YOUR LIFETIME!

YOUR JEWISH NAME
Its Importance To You And Our People
A Century Old Responsa Very Relevant Today
(Responsa 169 on Yoreh-De'ah, page 52)
- By Maharam Sh. I.K
(The name Sh.l.K. is an abbreviation of:
SHEM YISRAEL KODESH = Jewish Names are Holy)
With the help of the Almighty,

Nezavim, 5638, (9.15.1878),

Congregation of Chust, Hungary. 

              ...There are people who have coined gentile names for themselves.  Your Eminence has of course, reproved them, by quoting that which is written in the Medrash, (Vayikra Rabbah 32:) "in the merit that our people had not changed their Hebrew names... during their 210 years stay In the Egyptian exile, they were worthy to be redeemed from slavery." Unfortunately, those people nowadays, found an excuse, saying, that to fulfill this Mitzvah it is enough that their Hebrew names are used when called to read the Torah.  This idea is really nonsense and foolish, for to have a gentile name is most certainly a violation of Torah law, as stated by the Rambam, ( chapter 11, Laws of Idol Worship), for the Torah says, at the end of Parshat K'doshim, "I shall separate you from the gentiles to be for Me". (Vayikra 20:26).  The Sifri derives from this verse, that it is not permitted to imitate them in any manner.  Anything one does to imitate them is violating Torah law.  And just as it is forbidden to imitate their mode of dress, their behavior and other aspects of their customs, so too it is prohibited to imitate them in their names.  It is incumbent upon us to act as our forefathers did as it is written "And they became there a great nation", (Dvarim, 26:5), upon which the Sages expounded that this teaches that the nation of Israel was distinguished there, "Metzuyamim Sham":

I once had an experience, when I served as the Rabbi of Yergin, Hungary. it happened when I had handed over a birth certificate to the appointed official at the City Hall.  He was critical of the use of gentile names by the Jews.  He also emphasized that the gentiles, as the Hungarians, Frenchmen etc... give importance to the names which came down to them from their respective leaders.  They all give importance to their own languages and names and would not change them under any circumstances, for they consider it their honor and pride.  In contrast, the Jews, who are perhaps the oldest nation in existence today, and upon whom the existence of the world depends, are ashamed to be called by their own names!!  Instead, they change their names to those of the gentile.  This certainly is a great disgrace for them!!  I had no answer to his censure; I could only offer an excuse, that this is the unfortunate result of our long exile.


Truthfully this unhappy situation had been foretold to us in our scriptures.  It states (Dvarim 32:20): "For they are a contrary generation, children in whom there is no faithfulness".  Our fathers and all of our previous generations, when the yoke of the exile was in full force upon them, did not change their names, nor did they consider their Jewish names to be disgraceful.  Quite the contrary, their Jewish name was a source of honor and pride for them.  Our sages commenting upon the scripture: (Esther 2:5), "A Jewish man (Mordechai) was in Shushan," that he was crowned with Jewish customs, for he made himself a crown, a mark that he ,was Jewish.  And they fulfilled the commandments of the scriptures, "You shall not go in their ways" and "I shall separate you from the gentile nations", (Vayikra 18:3 - 20:26).  And now that the burden of the exile has been alleviated somewhat, and the Jews are not "disgraced" among the nations, they change their names and their language in order to imitate gentiles!!  This is what the verse in scripture implies, "For they are a contrary generation... children in whom there is no faithfulness," (Dvarim 32:20), it means that they reject the names chosen by those who raised them.  The Talmud in Yoma (38:b), also says: That it is forbidden to call someone by the name of a wicked person, for it is written, (Mishley 10: 7), "The name of the wicked shall perish,," and those people who utilize gentile names seem to consider gentiles more important than Jews. it has always been the custom of our people to name their sons and daughters after their parents, or after holy saints or learned sages who have been important personalities, and whom they have esteemed.  However those people, by naming their children with foreign names, give credence, praise and esteem to others, and in the process they shamefully disgrace their parents, their sages and their saints.  Each and every Jew who brought "Bikurim" -the First Fruits, (to the Temple), used to call out with a loud voice: "And he (Yaakov) descended to Egypt... and they (the Israelites) became a great nation". (Dvarim 26:5).  The term "great" indicates the idea of importance. it is further explained in Sifri, they became distinguished there - "SHAM" is similar to the expression "SHEM" = name.  This means that they were distinguished through their Jewish names.  Although the Egyptians oppressed our forefathers with hard labor, nevertheless the Jews still never allowed themselves to be called by gentile names, and their Jewish names were not disgraceful nor shameful to them.  And this great merit has been our fathers' support and ours, in the exodus from Egypt and through the ages.
... Therefore, it is indeed proper for every Jew who believes in G-d and his Torah, to instruct his household and those who listen to him, to use only Jewish names.  And those who follow that should be blessed with the blessing of the Torah all their lives:
Sincerely

Rabbi Moshe Sh.I.K.

175. THE INTERMARRIAGE CONNECTION

Intermarriage: Jewish Names & Mikva

The use of non-Jewish names leads to intermarriage.
The great majority of our people are sincere, have wonderful minds and significant resources. Nevertheless, in many countries around the world, we are losing many of our best youth, our future - through assimilation and intermarriage. These losses are increasing yearly. More than 50 percent of Jewish youth today are abandoning our people. In some communities the intermarriage rate is as high as 85%. It is clear that at this rate, and in normal circumstances, we cannot "build communities" or long survive as a nation. 

Is the loss of more than 50% of our youth not enough to admit our failure?

Are we on the wrong path, or are there ingredients missing from our agenda, which blur our future? Two ingredients are missing from the agenda of many Jewish communities. If we have the honesty and courage to admit our failure in spite of major investment of time, energy and resources in all possible directions except in those two missing ingredients, then certainly it is the absence of those two links in the chain of our heritage which is the reason for the deteriorating situation, and it is due time that we reincorporate them into our agenda, after having been discarded these many years.

The Two Missing Links:

1. Jewish Identity. 
Identity starts with a name, and Jewish identity starts with a Jewish name. By opting for a non-Jewish name, we demonstrate unnecessary preference to a non-Jewish culture. Our children, then, may take a further step... by opting out and giving a destructive preference to non-Jewish members of that culture, as their life partners. 

The Midrash declares: “Our forefathers survived Egyptian exile because they identified themselves by using Jewish names... and observed Jewish Family Laws, which protected them from assimilation and intermarriage.     The preference to use a gentile name while being blessed with a Jewish one is a contradiction to our thanking and blessing G-d every morning: "That He did not make me a gentile."
2. Jewish Family Laws.

“The Hope of Israel” is the English translation of “Mikva Israel.” One of the conditions for becoming a distinct Jewish nation at “Mount Sinai” was that all men and women, young as old, immerse themselves. 

Why? Because, immersion inspires belief in G-d even in good times, when we have bread on the table and do not need the doctor yet, and Judaism has no foundation without G-d as its focal point. Only through immersion may we perceive Judaism with our sixth sense, which guarantees our survival as Jews. If we are serious about Jewish continuity, we must start to investigate those two missing links in the chain of transmission of our heritage and reincorporate them into our agenda.

There is a strong connection between the small percentage of Jews using the Mikva and the large percentage of Jewish youth abandoning their faith.

WHAT IS THE CONNECTION?

WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF INTERMARRIAGE?

AND HOW CAN WE HALT THE PROCESS?

If Esther was good enough for the opulent and powerful king Achashverosh, who sent an army worldwide in quest of the best... to serve as his wife and queen, why is SARAH, SUZY, not good enough for SHLOIMEE, STEEVEE?
All human beings, like flowing water, are looking for shortcuts. Therefore, it is only normal that people seek a mate within reach and at affordable personal terms. (See M'harsha, Horayot 13. "Hakol Ratzim"). 

Since our youth are raised on the principle that "all human beings are equal", they do not see why they must try the longer and harder route: to find a mate of the same tradition and background, as our forefather Avraham had done, sending an envoy to a distant land to choose a wife for his son Yitzchak. 

Many of our youngsters, also, do not have much of a heritage to relinquish. Therefore, as long as they feel that they have achieved their heart's desire and realized their personal dreams and aspirations, we cannot stop them from intermarrying. 

ONLY THE REALIZATION THAT THEY HAVE SOMETHING TO LOSE CAN HALT THE PROCESS! 
BUT WHAT DO THEY HAVE TO LOSE?

One of the main things they have to lose is the SANCTITY of their children as members of the Jewish people. As we recite in the HAVDALAH SERVICE at the conclusion of the Shabbath: 

62. Saturday night, at the “Havdala” ("Distinguishing" service that conclude the Shabbat), we solemnly declare within one breath that: "G-d distinguish between "Sanctity and the Profane,” between “Light and Darkness,” between the Jewish people and the nations of the world," between “The Seventh Day (the Shabbat) and the Six Days of Labor!" What is the connection between these topics? For three of those topics, our human body is not equipped with a physical sense that will enable us to distinguish between the opposites: "Sanctity & Profane," "Jews and the Nations of the world," "The Seventh Day (the Shabbat) and the Six Days of Labor." Between "Light & Darkness," however, not only do we possess the sense of sight to differentiate, we can also easily distinguish between the highest levels of light and its absence, the darkness, simply by opening and closing our eyes. Hence we are requested declare our belief in the name of G-d, at the conclusion of every Shabbat, that just as we can easily distinguish the existing difference between light and darkness, so too, we affirm our faith and trust that G-d has created equally important differences between Sanctity and the Profane, between the Holy Jewish People and the nations of the world, and between the Holy Shabbat and the Six Days of Labor, even though we cannot physically perceive it.

"HAMAVDIL BAIN KODESH LECHOL"

"G-d distinguishes between the SANCTITY and the SECULARE,

[the same as a human being is able to distinguish],
between light and darkness, by opening and closing our eyes
and the same difference exists
between Yisrael and the nations,

and
between the holy Shabbath and the six days of labor",
If the sanctity of the Jewish people would be part of their consciousness,
they would not readily consider marrying out of their faith.

BUT WHAT IS SANCTITY?

Most of our youth, like so many of us, do not begin to understand or realize the meaning of K'DUSHAT YISRAEL the sanctity of the Jewish people, because sanctity is too lofty an idea to be perceived with our five senses.

176. T H E   S I X T H   S E N S E
There are forces in nature that cannot be perceived with our five senses and special instruments are needed to detect them. For example some electromagnetic waves can be detected, heard, or seen only with the help of an instrument, such as a radio or a TV set, and Nuclear radiation with a Geiger instrument. The same holds true for sanctity. The Talmud informs us that we need a SIXTH SENSE to perceive sanctity. PURITY IS THE INSTRUMENT though which we PERCEIVE, appreciate and attain SANCTITY. As Rabee Pinchas Ben Yayir says:  "PURITY... LEADS to SANCTITY". 

BUT HOW DO WE ACQUIRE PURITY?

HOW CAN WE ACHIEVE PEACE WITH HEAVEN?  And
HOW CAN WE HALT THE PROCESS OF INTERMARRIAGE?

177. SENSORY OVERLOAD

Total Isolation For Undistracted Concentration

The various stimuli constantly bombarding our five senses give us a distorted picture of our situation in time and space. Like a drunk or a drug addict, we might feel high, even at the brink of disaster. Only by immersing in the waters of the Mikva, after removing all our protective garments and leaving behind all our worldly possessions, can we achieve a complete and absolute isolation from the world around us, and a shutdown of the countless perceptions that distract us from the really meaningful and significant issues that require our attention.

178.  T O   S T A N D   A L O N E   W I T H   G - D

Under the waters of the Mikva, WE STAND ALONE WITH G-D, AND FEEL A CLOSENESS TO HIM, which provides us with the opportunity of directing and focusing our total and undivided attention on our relation with the Creator. Only in the Mikva, may we, at our best, realize and evaluate our situation and the magnitude of our problems, and arrive at the right conclusion: that we cannot solve them without G-d's help. And when we realize that we need G-d, we understand very well, that it is unfair to ask G-d to fulfill our wishes if we do not first fulfill His.

Only this perception can move us to shed a tear, even in good times, to cry, even out of joy, and to pray for G-d's salvation for ourselves, our families, and the community at large. This realization leads us to the resolution of MAKING PEACE WITH HEAVEN out of love. By acknowledging our past mistakes, asking forgiveness for them, and accepting upon ourselves G-d's yoke with love, we may MAKE PEACE WITH HEAVEN and achieve the state of 
PURITY THAT LEADS TO SANCTITY.

Immersion in the Mikva affords us, SOONER THAN LATER, the realization that we cannot have any real peace on earth without making an honest effort to first make peace with our Father in Heaven. Immersion in the Mikva may also help us understand and appreciate the special calling and sanctity of the Jewish people. 

Therefore, learning and observing Mikva is the most fundamental commandment in Jewish life and a must, in order to stop intermarriage. 

IN THE LAND OF THE FREE, where Jews do not suffer much from persecution and discrimination, without learning and observing Mikva, we stand no chance - no hope, no Tikvah - to survive as G-d's chosen and unique people, destined to be His spiritual torchbearer to all the nations of the world.

MIKVEH MEANS HOPE

WITHOUT MIKVAH, WE STAND NO CHANCE

NO HOPE  NO TIKVAH

      That is the meaning of the prophet Yirmiyahu's declaration, (14:8, 17:13) “Mikva  Yisrael  Moshi’o” – מקוה ישראל מושיעו 
M I K V A  is the  H O P E  of  I S R A E L and  its  SALVATION

179. AN EXALTED FRAME OF MIND ENGULFED IN SANCTITY

The holy Temple of Yerushalayim is called Mikdash - a house of sanctity, consecrated to the worship of our Creator, where the L-rd manifested His Presence and Glory to the Jewish People through constant open and hidden miracles. 

We cannot simply enter the Mikdash just as we pass through any other door. We must first be able to offer our fullest respect and reverence to the sanctity of the Mikdash. To do so, we must be capable to differentiate between the sanctity of the House of the L-rd, as the holiest place on earth, and the rest of the world. As the Talmud states: we are required to immerse ourselves in a Mikva upon entering the Mikdash, even if one is spiritually Tahor - pure. (Yoma 30).

The fact that a person who is in the physical state of purity, must nevertheless immerse himself again at the time of entering the Mikdash, indicates three additional points. 
First, that in order to be accorded entrance to the Mikdash, more than the physical state of purity is required. Our entire frame of mind must be engulfed in purity, and reverence to the place, upon entrance. 
Second, that immersion in the Mikva leads to additional attributes beyond purity. 
Third, that Mikva is the only vehicle which possesses the capability to elevate us not only to heights of sanctity, but also to engulf us in an exalted frame of mind. (which enables us to fully perceive and recognize the holiness of the Temple and uphold its reverence). 

 
Archaeological digs have unearthed dozens of Mikvas in close proximity to the entrances of the Beyt-HaMikdash. Some of the larger ones are capable to accommodate a few hundred people at a time. (Shabat Trumah, 4 Adar 5756,  [Feb 24, 96] Stamford, Ct).
180. THE UNIQUENESS OF OUR PEOPLE

 
The Midrash tells us that during the 210 years of the first Jewish exile in ancient Egypt, in two contrasting periods, in time of prosperity, when Yosef was the viceroy, and we enjoyed affluence, social prominence and political power, and in time of adversity, when we suffered persecution and enslavement, and the Egyptians dominated our entire being, nevertheless there was not one single case of intermarriage because the Jews of that time observed the following basic practices, which assured their survival as a separate and unique people:

1. they used their HEBREW NAMES,

2. they spoke their own Hebrew language, 

3. they wore modest Jewish clothes, and 

4. observed all Jewish family laws, of which the laws of family purity and MIKVA are most essential.

     Without these observances, after 210 years, intermarriage might have left no Jews to be redeemed.

(Midrash Rabbah: Vayikrah 32:5, Bamidbar 22; Yalkut: Balak 768; Shmot: 6:6 Psikta Zutrata, 2:19 Ha'amek Davar; Ma'ha'ram Shik, Responsa Yoreh De'ah 169, P. 52).

Hebrew syntax, in contradistinction to English, places the subject or the most important topic at the beginning of the sentence. In the above list of four, why does the Midrash mention HEBREW NAMES FIRST, when undoubtedly Mikva and family purity laws are the most important? It is not a sin to use a gentile name while the non-observance of Mikva laws is a severe sin punishable by Karet.  The fact that Hebrew Names are mentioned first, proves that the use of non-Jewish names is considered one of the most perilous pitfalls. Why? 

In the last two cases, wearing modest clothing and observing marital laws, there are natural compulsions, which militate against their observance. The evil inclination entices us, and some individuals may succumb to natural drives. 

LANGUAGE is a human's tool of communication.
Youngsters are quick to learn a new language, and at times we are obliged to use the language of the country we live in. 

A NAME, in contrast, 
is only a tool of identification.
Any person can be identified with any given name, and there is never any compulsion for Jews to change their names. To do so of one’s own volition is to evince a lack of self-respect and disregard for one's Jewish heritage and it is the first step in the direction of assimilation and intermarriage.

To enforce this point, the two times the Torah refers to the immoral conduct of Jews with non

Jews, the Midrash notes the use of JEWISH NAMES, as a preventive medicine. 

181.  O U R   N A M E,  A   K E Y   T O   O U R   S O U L

OUR NAME, although only a tool of identification, after a while becomes  A KEY TO OUR SOUL, 

THE SIGNAL TO WHICH WE RESPOND, the only call that may move the innermost feelings of our heart, 

as it is stated in the Torah, "The soul of a living is its name." (Breshit 2:19).
In a tempestuous sea of assimilation, A JEWISH NAME IS a clarion call, that touches the core of our being, that awakens us to return to our roots, and calls us to rally around our Jewish heritage and stand boldly and proudly together to preserve the uniqueness of our people and assure its continuity.

According to The 1995 U.S. Council of Jewish Federation statistics the rate of intermarriage in some communities, has jumped in fifty years from 3 percent to a staggering 75 percent. At that rate, in what country of the Diaspora, will there be a Jewish community left after 210 years? 

Why do we need a Diaspora? The Midrash says that till the arrival of the redeemer the dispersion secures our survival. [it is dangerous to keep all the eggs in one basket].
Mikva and the use of Jewish names were, and are, our first line of defense against assimilation, and intermarriage, and the keys to Jewish survival in the present exile.

182.  I CHANGED MY NAME LEGALLY

In a letter addressed to Rabbi Ravad, Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, founder of Lincoln Square Synagogue, in Manhattan, N.Y. and presently founder and chief rabbi of Ephrat, Israel, writes: "As to the Jewish identity and the campaign for the use of Jewish names, I would like to inform you that thanks to your encouragement, beyond using my Jewish name, Shlomo, I went one step further and I changed my name legally from Steven to Shlomo." (3 Tamuz 5743 - June 14, 1983)

WITH THE CURRENT RATE OF INTERMARRIAGE, CAN WE SURVIVE?!

THERE IS NO NEED TO RE-INVENT THE WHEEL.
WE MUST ENSURE CONTINUITY BY FOLLOWING PROVEN RULES:

TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR JEWISH IDENTITY, USE YOUR HEBREW NAMES!

I CHANGED MY NAME LEGALLY FROM Steven TO Shlomo! "MIKVA = TIKVA!!"

"שם ישראל קודש"!
הגנה להצלת עם ישראל מהתבוללות!
באותה תקופה פעלתי גם במבצע של "שם ישראל קודש". קניתי מחרטה לחרוט למחנכים ומנהיגים בארצות הברית, חינם אין כסף, את שמם היהודי. הגעתי עד לכ- 20,000 סיכות ושלטים לדלתות ושולחנות המשרד בשנה, כדי להמריץ אותם, את תלמידיהם וקהילותיהם, להשתמש בשמם היהודי, כחלק מפעילות נגד ההתבוללות, השתתפתי בכ- 10 וועידות בשנה,: 1. אגודה. 2. תורה ומסורה. 3. YI. 4. OU. 5. NCSY. 6.7. RCA. 8. RA. 9. US. 10. US Ed. 11. US W. L.. 12.CCAR. 13. UHAC. 14. JL. 15. GA. 16. AJOP. 17. CAJE.  , וביקרתי ודרשתי בקהילות רבות סביב העולם. ראה מאמר: "שמי רוברט, ושם כלבי ראובן, מעניין אבל עצוב"!

בוועידת מחנכים ניגש אלי רב רפורמי, ושאל: "האם אתה ראב"ד"? "כן", עניתי. "אותך לא אוכל לשכוח לעולם"! "מדוע? מה אשמתי"? בגלל המאמר הנפלא:

"שמי רוברט, ושם כלבי ראובן, 
מעניין אבל עצוב"!

"בשביל 4 דברים נגאלו ישראל ממצרים: 1. שלא שינו את שמם. 2. ואת לשונם. 3. ואת מלבושם, ויש אומרים שלא הלשינו למצריים. 4. והיו גדורים בעריות", (ויקרא רבה לב:ה). ויש לשאול: בתורה הולכים מהכבד אל הקל, לדוגמא, בעשרת הדברות: 'לא תרצח' מופיע לפני 'לא תחמוד', וכאן ההפך, 'עריות', עבירה חמורה, מופיע אחרונה, ו'שינוי שמם, שאינו איסור תורה, מופיע ראשון! מדוע? ויש לומר: 'עריות', מחייב התמודדות מול דחף טבעי. 'מלבושם', בגדים מהווים, בין השאר, גם התגוננות טבעית והכרחית מול קור וחום. 'לשונם', חיים במדינה זרה מחייבים תקשורת בשפה המובנת לאזרחי המדינה. ולכן, את כישלון שלושת הנושאים האחרונים אפשר להבין גם אם לא לסלוח. אבל 'שמם' – הרי שם ניתן לאדם רק למטרת זיהוי, וזכות כל אדם חופשי להזדהות בכל שם שקראו לו הוריו, או שבחר לעצמו. ולכן, שינוי השם הלאומי לשם עם זר, איננו נובע מדחף או צורך טבעי, אלא כביטוי לחוסר חוט שדרה של גאווה לאומית וכבוד עצמי, לעם, לתרבות ולמורשת. ומהווה פתח לעריקה ונטישת הדגל והסמל היהודי. ומספק כרטיס כניסה לשדה הטמיעה וההתבוללות בין העמים, עד פתח להתאבדות לאומית. ולכן, שינוי השם מופיע ראשון, כנושא החמור ביותר בכושר ההישרדות של עמנו. אילו שינו 'שמם', כעבור 210 שנה לשהותם במצרים, היו כבר כולם מתבוללים, ולא היה נשאר את מי לגאול! בעיית שינוי השם קיימת גם בימינו. וכאשר למעלה מ- 75% מיהודי הגולה מתחתנים בנשואי תערובת ונעלמים מהאופק היהודי הנושא הופך ממכאיב למדאיג. השם היהודי, מלבד שמקשר אותנו לשורשים, ומזכיר את התחייבותנו לבורא עולם ולעמנו, הוא מהווה מחסום חשוב ביותר נגד הבריחה ממערכת הקיום של עמנו. ולפי הכתוב: "נגאלו ישראל ממצרים" – ומצרים איננו מקום גיאוגרפי בלבד, אלא מסמל את החיים במייצר ובצרות הגלות. נשיאת השם היהודי בכבוד, בגאון ובתפארת, היא הבטחה לגאולת עם ישראל גם מהמייצרים בהם אנו חיים כיום. ולכן חשוב להקפיד על השימוש בשמות יהודיים, גם כיום, וגם בכל גלויות ישראל. וראוי להרחיב גם על הנוהג המשפיל של חברות ישראליות המדפיסות את שמם ושם המוצר בשפה לועזית בצד המכובד, הקדמי והעליון של האריזה, ומזלזלים במיקום שם המוצר והחברה, בשפה העברית, במקום הפחות מכובד למטה ומאחור. ולמרות שהתוצר נועד לשיווק בארץ. ולכן, כיבוד לשון הקודש מחייב, להשתדל ולהעדיף לקנות מחברות שאינן מבזות ומשפילות את שפת קודשנו, ושם החברה והמוצר מופיע בשפה העברית, קדימה ולמעלה, ולפחות במקום מכובד שווה. בעיה דומה היא כתיבת שם עיר הקודש ירושלים על שילוט סימני דרך, ונייר המכתבים של העירייה, בשפה האנגלית. כבוד לאומי מחייב לכתוב כשם שנשמע בלשון הקודש – Yerushalayim, ולא ג'רוזאלעם – Jerusalem, כפי שנשמע בשפת שונאי ומחריבי העיר.

לדאבוננו, רוב יהודי הגלויות כיום, מתחסדים בשמות גויים, ובשם היהודי משתמשים רק בעליה לתורה ועל המצבות בבית הקברות, שגם שם כבר שולטים שמות גויים. הביזיון הלאומי הזה, גורם צער גדול בשמים ובארץ, ותורם רבות ל75% של התבוללות ונישואיי תערובת ממנה אנו סובלים כיום. [ראה מאמרי: הישרדות מול התבוללות"!]"אם חוק הכבוד הלאומי, מחייב בארצות הברית, דגל לאומי בצד ימין של כל דגל זר! ולינקולן, ראשון נשיאי ארצות הברית, לא התבייש להיקרא בשם יהודי אברהם, אזי גם אתה המחנך: "סעם"! לפחות במשך מילוי תפקידך כמלמד תורה לעמו ישראל, חובתך לשמש דוגמא ולהיקרא בשמך היהודי "שמואל"! ולהיראות, ולהישמע כיהודי! משלמים לך משכורת שמנה עבור "הביזיון" הזה! ואל נא תזלזל בעתיד עמנו"!

סירוב להיקרא בשם זר!

סיפור ששמעתי: "כשאבי הגיע מגהינום אושוויץ לניו-יורק, אמר לו קצין ההגירה: 'אנו נשחרר אותך מעול שמך היהודי אפרים פישל, ונקרא לך בשם אמריקאי מקובל וקליט – "פיליפ מוריס"'! וענה לו אבי: 'הורי שנרצחו על קידוש השם, קראו לי בברית, בשם אפרים פישל! חייתי את חיי כאפרים פישל! שרדתי מדורי גיהינום, במחנות השמדה גרמניים, כאפרים פישל, ולא באתי לאמריקה כדי להשתחרר מיהדותי! ואם אין זה נגד החוק של מדינת החופש, אני דורש את החופש להמשיך את חיי כאפרים פישל'! וענה הקצין: 'אין זה נגד החוק בארצנו לחיות כיהודי, ולהיקרא בשם יהודי! אנא המשך את חייך כאפרים פישל'"! ועוד הוסיף הבן: "גם לכל ה-151 בנים, נכדים ונינים של אבי, זכרונו לברכה, יש רק שמות יהודיים, ולכן, גם אף אחד מהם לא התבולל"!
