בס"ד

How it started?!
   In the sixties I met in a European synagogue an American Senator, married to a Jewish lady. After a short causal conversation he exclaimed: "A man like you we need in the United States!" He wrote me an official invitation, which facilitated receiving my entrance visa. Since Jewish life is our prime interest, I tried humbly to improve it where ever an opportunity presented itself to me. The following is a chronological step by step how the prestigious project of Mikva Tikva presented itself to humble me. While the next chapter, G-d willing should be some highlights from 30 years of a solitary campaign and why it was a single handed. 

   1. At the outset, it pained me to see too many modern American orthodox rabbis that mostly due to social, financial or other pressures did not have the guts to do more for Yidishkeit. The first discernable symptom was the fact that at the time, over 75% of them and their lay leadership, called themselves with gentile names, in spite of the Talmudic statement that our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in merit of not changing the Jewish names. 
   The preference to use a gentile name while being blessed with a Jewish one that was given to us during the Brith-Milah ceremony, as a covenant with G-d, when and where we publicly proclaim a promise and a pledge: "Ve'yikare Shmo B'Yisrael…" – "He Shall Be Identified Among Jews With His Jewish Name…," is among others: A. Profaning the oath, pronounced at the circumcisem ceremony. B. A contradiction to our thanking G-d every morning: "Shlo Asani Goy!" = "That He did not make me a gentile." C. A proof of a lack of self-respect, and D. It is one of the most dangerous pitfalls on the road to assimilation and intermarriage.  

   Same as: "Fundamental respect for the United States flag and any national flag requires it's flying on the right side and/or higher in the presence of a foreign flag! Likewise: Fundamental respect to Judaism demands using our Jewish name even if we are known by a non-Jewish name." Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave Yosef an Egyptian name of honor: "Tsafnat – Pe'ane'ach," nevertheless, Yosef has used only his Jewish name. (Breshit 41:45).     
   It is easier to understand a Jewish lay man, who has to swim in a turbulent anti-Semitic world, who is trying to hide his Jewishness. However, rabbis, who are nicely paid to live among Jews and lead them, if they do not poses the minimal backbone and self respect to be identified with their Jewish name, it is criminally deserting their line of duties and a testimony of something rotten from the inside.
REPEAT THAT RESOLUTION PLEASE!
   Reprint from Jewish Education News, April 1980, published by Coalition for Advancement of Jewish Education. At the Rutgers Conference, two resolutions not related to task forces were passed. Just in case you missed them, here are their official texts for the record; Resolution on Hebrew Names: Since the use of Hebrew names promotes pride in Jewish Identity, and since rabbis and educators can set a living example for our students, therefore let it be resolved: (1) that we encourage rabbis and educators to use their Hebrew names at professional and educational functions as well as to include them on their letterhead and bulletin boards, and (2) that for the next CAJE Conference, if possible, a space be reserved on the registration forms for both Hebrew and English names. Introduced by Rabbi Imanuel Ravad, at CAJE Conference, Aug '79. 
   "Dear Imanuel: as a result of your campaign, not only I am using my Jewish name, Shlomo, but I went one step further and changed my name legally from Steven to Shlomo. Rabbi Shlomo Niskir 
   Thirty years later, in a chance airport encounter with a former school principal in Boston and currently a businessman from Milwaukee, I bemoaned: "They still call you Jerry? Was my labor in vain?" He answered: "Let me prove your success!" He introduced me to a group of 50 university students that he is leading on a tour to Israel, and asked that each one should announce his name. All of them identified themselves with Jewish names only. Then he continued: "This is the fruit of your labor! My business takes me to Arab countries and for security reasons I must be known only by my gentile name, but all my students do identify themselves only by their Jewish names. This is your success!"

   It was and still is a hard fight, and forced me to register an organization named: "Jewish Pride & Identity!" 

   Beyond distributing explanation brochures, I bought an electric engraving machine, attended a diversity of about 10 yearly Jewish national conventions and engraved, tens of thousands identity pins, beautiful door and table signs, where the Hebrew name appeared first, and the gentile name, if at all, only inside a parenthesis, all of them free of charge. The CAJE educators organization, used to give me yearly, the list of their up to 5000 attendees, enough in advance of their summer convention, to enable me to engrave for all of them, free of charge, beautiful and colorful Hebrew identity pins.  
      A liberal rabbi once told me: "You, I will never forget!" "Why?" I asked! "For your article: 'My Name is Robert, My Dog's Name is Re'uven!' Interesting but Sad…" This article was written in wake of my visiting a Hebrew School, where in a well staffed classroom there was a display of pictures entitled: Our Students and their Pets. Along one wall of the classroom were pictures of nice looking Jewish children, dressed as sloppily as fashion requires, with their well-groomed dogs. Under each picture there was the name of the dog and his master. The name under one of the pictures identified a student as ROBERT, and the name of his dog as RE'UVEN. What a disgrace! How far have we fallen??? Certainly, the blame could be directed only at the spiritual leadership of the local Jewish community and its school. If the rabbis and educators of the community would be using their Jewish names, their students would not dare to give holy Jewish names to their not so holy pets. 
   "They called me Mortimer... So I lived like a Mortimer and acted as one. I hardly knew I was Jewish. Merrill I named my son. He named his son Morgan. That's my grandson. And Morgan doesn't have any Jewish name... [Unfortunately, he is not Jewish.]"  Jewish names were not made for tombstones use them during your lifetime! Excerpts From Olameinu, Nov. 1978:

 (Sample I.P.I. Jewish identity campaigns) B'ezrat  Hashem
   Please call me by my Jewish name! Why? Because I am proud to be a Jew, and because it is: Holy, Divine, Beautiful, Spiritual, Traditional, Meaningful, Educational, Historical, and Our Roots. Many illustrious personalities, among them prophets and leaders of the Jewish People have carried my name with PRIDE throughout thousands of years of Jewish history before me, and surely others will carry it for many years to come. It would remind me who I am, where I belong, and what my highest goals are. At the very least it will help me identify with Judaism and the Jewish people. For the above reasons and for many more please call me by my Jewish name! Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד. 
How about you?

   The importance of your Jewish name to you and our people. A century old Responsa very relevant today By Maharam Sh. I.K.(an abbreviation of: Shem Yisrael Kodesh = Jewish Names are Holy!) (Responsa 169 on Yoreh-De'ah, page 52) 
   "In the merit that our people had not changed their Hebrew names... they were worthy to be redeemed from slavery." (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5). It is not enough to be called by the Jewish name in the synagogue, when summoned to read the Torah or during a prayer for the sick. To be called by a gentile name is most certainly a violation of Torah law! (Rambam, Laws Idol Worship, ch.11). "Just as it is forbidden to imitate their mode of dress, their behavior and other aspects of their customs, so too it is prohibited to imitate them in their names." (Sifri: Vayikra 20:26). "Jews, who are the oldest nation in existence today, and upon whom the existence of the world depends, who are ashamed to be called by their own names, it is a great disgrace for them!!" "It is forbidden for a Jew to be called by a none-Jewish name!'" (Yoma 38b).  To utilize gentile names seem to consider gentiles more important than Jews, give credence, praise and esteem to others, and in the process we shamefully disgrace our parents, our sages and our saints.  ... Therefore, it is indeed proper for every Jew who believes in G-d and his Torah, to instruct his household and those who listen to him, to use only Jewish names.  Sincerely, Rabbi Moshe Sh.I.K.

   Although, in a responsa by Reb Moshe Feinstein, he claims that Jewish names where most important before the receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai, however, since today too many Jews do not observe the Torah, and with the high rate of assimilation and intermarriage, that did not exist during the Egyptian Exile, we must consider our times, for the purpose of Jewish names, as before receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai. I.R. 
NO NEED TO RE-INVENT THE WHEEL!
According to federation statistics, the rate of intermarriage on this continent has jumped from 3% to over 75% in 50 years. At this rate, would there be 
a Jewish community left in 210 years?
   The Midrash tells us that, during the hundreds of years of the first Jewish exile in ancient Egypt, there was not a single intermarriage, because the Jews of that time observed the following basic practices, which assured their survival as a separate and a unique people; they used their Jewish names, they spoke their own language, they wore modest Jewish clothes, and observed all Jewish moral laws, of which Mikva and family purity are most essential. Without theses observances, after 210 years, intermarriage might have left no Jews to be redeemed. (Midrash Rabbah: Vayikrah 32:5, Bamidbar 22, Yalkut 768, Shmot 6:6, Psikta-Zutra  2:19, Ha'amek-Davar, Ma'haram-Shik: Responsa Yoreh-De'ah 169, P.52).
   HEBREW NAMES are mentioned first, because there is never any compulsion for Jews to change their names. To do so voluntarily, is to show a lack of respect for one's Jewish heritage, and is the first step to intermarriage. To make this point clear, the two times the Torah refers to immoral conduct of Jews with non-Jews, the Midrash, in its comments, notes that the use of JEWISH NAMES is a preventive medicine.
   LANGUAGE, is a tool of communication, and at times we are obliged to use a foreign language, one which is understood by our listeners. In contrast, a name is only a tool of identification, and any person can be identified with any given name. However, after a while, our name becomes a key to our soul, the signal to which we respond, the only call that may move the innermost feeling of our heart. As it is stated in the Torah, "The soul of a living is its name." In a tempestuous sea of assimilation, a Jewish name is a clarion call that touches the very essence of our of our being, that awaken us to return to our roots, and calls us to rally to the Jewish flag and heritage, and to stand boldly and proudly together, to preserve the uniqueness of our people and assure its continuity. © Copyright ('94), I.Ravad, Lag-Ba'omer 5754.   
     Due to my perseverance, few other missions which needed a power of persuasion, determination and mobility were trusted to me.

   2. The late Mr. Koren, z”l, trusted me the mission of distributing the large “Koren Tanach” to synagogues and schools around the country, in order to heighten the Mitzvah of reading the Haftorah from a “Whole Tanach,” as brought in the “Shulchan Aruch.” However, the resistance to new ideas required costly traveling and conventions expenses, beyond being forced to trust the synagogues with thousands of copies “on consignment or to rely on their generosity.” Too many of those books were never paid for "nor" returned. While introducing the concept and placing the Tanachs in most synagogues and schools was successful, I personally lost a small fortune in the process.

   3. The Yad Vashem Memorial Lights, commemorating the Six Million Jewish Martyrs, were trusted to me to install them in synagogues schools and Jewish institutions. I have found the reasons why they were not popular and never used. They were created for candles and because of fire hazard and other practical grounds they were not functional. To overcome those problems, I had to electrify them, add flickering bulbs and supply them with a beautiful walnut shelf and the necessary parts to enable their easy installation on the wall, together with explanation and dedication plaques. It required capable, expert and highly paid laborers, many expensive parts and the light became expensive. However, it was not a commercial venture, but a drive to enhance the religious commandment of “Zachor Amalek,” – to “Remember what the Jewish arch enemy Amalek did and do plan to do in order to harm the Jewish people.” Especially in places where this traditional part of our morning prayer is not proclaimed daily, and in order to remind us to keep vigilant, since Amalek is always ready to repeat his subhuman brutalities against Jews, although each time under a different disguise. It was at a time before interest in the Holocaust had reached its current heights. During that era, there were no Holocaust studies courses or museums. Many survivors were still unwilling to share their painful experiences with other members of their own families, let alone the rest of the world. During that era, the Yad Vashem Memorial Light played an important role in keeping public consciousness of the Holocaust alive. But, like many other “new ideas,” it was not easy, and I was forced to give away most of these expensive electrified Yad Vashem Memorial Lights, with the costly parts, plus high packaging and shipping cost “on consignment.” Too many of them never were paid for or returned. While my perseverance prevailed in placing the Yad Vashem Light in thousands of American synagogues and other Jewish communal institutions, which inspired the building of many grandiose Holocaust memorials, nevertheless, the project lost me a great deal of money, beyond the high cost of the production, for traveling and conventions expenses.

     4. Several years, I distributed, free of charge, Lulav and Ethrog sets and a full line of basic Judaic books to all the Jewish school children regardless of their affiliations, in the communities where I resided, in order to spark their interest in Torah life, through that Mitzva and the reading and learning Jewish holy books. At times I used to buy 5,000 Lulav and Ethrog sets a year. The New York Ethrog distributors used to portray me as “the world’s largest individual Ethrog buyer,” although I never re-sold a single one. I have distributed all of them free of charge. At times I used also to photograph the young students while holding the “4 species,” and present them with their 11x14” enlarged & framed picture, in order for them to post it on their room wall, to ensure that the Mitzva will become part of their lives. I have also instituted a Global Ethrog and Lulav Picture and Essay 4 Species Contest. Some years, the donation received did not cover the expenses and I lost then another small fortune and started to build-up my debts load.

   How did the Ethrog campaign started? Where I lived as a youngster, in Israel, in the Forties, it was customary for many families to subscribe together only to the weekend edition of the newspaper, which was shared among 3 neighbors. Our Ethrog and Lulav was likewise, shared among few families, who went to the synagogue on the different hours of the morning. Therefore, as a single man and a traveler, I never thought about buying an Ethrog and Lulav, counting to share it with someone in the synagogue. Traveling for the above mentioned projects, through the mid-West, I was for Sukkot, a guest at a Yeshiva. The first time in my life I saw a small but packed synagogue, where every one without an exception had an Ethrog and Lulav of his own and prayed with fervor. I was the only one who did not have an Ethrog and Lulav of his own, while even all the children below Bar-Mitzvah age had. I felt embarrassed and decided that it would not happen to me again. Next year after Yom Kippur, I was asked to buy for $25 two Ethrog and Lulav sets, "one for the rabbi and one for the congregation." This was the norm, in most modern orthodox synagogues, at that time. I have accepted it graciously with a smile, since in my heart I decided long time before, that I will see to it, that every family should have their own Ethrog and Lulav set. If people can afford their own luxury cars and elaborated houses they certainly can afford once a year an Ethrog and Lulav set for $15. I had to keep my decision secret, lest I will be warned: "You have no right to do that!" Residing in downtown Brooklyn, at the foot of Manhattan Bridge, only few minutes over the bridge drive to the world's largest Ethrog and Lulav center, which at that time was in Manhattan's lower East Side, two hours before the Sukkot holiday, I bought all the Ethrog and Lulavs left-over sets, few hundreds of them, for less than $2 a set, as after the holiday they have no use and no value. Sukkot morning there was an Ethrog and Lulav set on each seat of the synagogue. Chol Hamo'ed, I distributed the left over sets to all those neighborhood Jewish families who come to the synagogue only to recite Yizkor. All of them were given free of charge. Nevertheless, 20% of the recipients, donated over the cost of my undertaking. 50% of them just said "thank you!" The rest, although they did not bother to say "thank you" but it certainly affected them. However, it affected me most, and prompted my next project, that every Jewish family should poses its own Ethrog and Lulav set for the Sukkot holiday.

   One 85 year elder, with his Ethrog and Lulav in hand, was crying like a child during the Hakkafot. I asked him: "Mr. Fuchs! Why do you cry?" and he replied sobbing: "for 80 years I did not miss the synagogue prayers on Shabbat and holidays. However, I always saw others doing the Hakkafot with an Ethrog and Lulav in their hands, while I was only a looking bystander. 80 years I was waiting to become a proud Ethrog and Lulav owner, how could I not cry?!"

   Two weeks later, I was summoned to his lawyer's office, without knowing why. He asked me to sign a contract, were after Mr. Fuchs will pass away, I will inherit his large account, condition that I give one Dollar to Mr. Fuchs daughter, since otherwise the inheritance is legally not valid. I refused bluntly! I said to Mr. Fuchs, who was there too: "Mr. Fishel Fuchs! You never told me that you have a daughter! And if you have, why not inherit your life's labor to her?" He apologized: "Since my first wife died and I did remarry 25 years ago, my daughter abandoned me and vanished. I did not see or hear from her since. The only thing I know about her is that she became the principal of one of the city's better public schools." I answered: "I would sign this contract, only if I will able to find your daughter, make peace between you and her, give her the Millions, and take for myself the necessary legal one Dollar!" And so it did happen! With labored investigation I found her residence. She invited me to their 50 miles away home, to meet her with her husband and 3 daughters, 19, 17 and 15 years old. After 2 hours of conversation, saturated with tears, she still refused to make peace with her father. I asked: "Why should I get your fathers fortune? If you do not need it, your daughters might!" "My daughters do not even know that they have a loveable living grandfather, only one hour drive away! How could we accept his money when we have cruelly ignored him all those years?" She sobbed. At this point I stood up and commanded: "Next week, at the same time, I will be back with your father! And you dare not be absent!" The reunion started with crying on each others shoulder for half an hour. She got the account. As a matter of principals that a Mitzvah should not be performed for a monetary gain, I refused to accept more than the One Legal Dollar. However, Mr. Fuchs donated one house to the Yeshiva where I studied some 20 years earlier. The message for me was clear! "Do not be scared to invest all you have on a Mitzvah! You will certainly get it back. If not in this world, certainly in the world-to-come."

   With the change of the neighborhood to a dangerous dwelling place, I have found new shores some 2000 miles from the Manhattan East Side Ethrog and Lulav center. Therefore, I had to buy my Ethrog and Lulav sets two months in advance, pay full price plus expensive shipment cost. For a 100 Jewish families city I bought 150 sets, enough to give away also to those Jews who lived in the outskirt of the city. 
   To those who asked: "Ethrog and Lulav-Why Me?" I used to give the following answer, among others: "Flowers for yourselves you buy at least once a week! "The Four Species - the Ethrog, Lulav, Myrtles and Willows" are Flowers for our Creator! That we have an opportunity to offer only once a year! While holding them in our hands near our hearts, as the best and most fitting representatives of all the plants, once a year we fervidly pray with them for our wellbeing, and for the welfare of all the living, plants and the environment! How could you miss this great opportunity?" 

   Someone tipped me: "Do not waste your time with this family, who during their 30 years in town, never came to any synagogue, nor gave a nickel to any Jewish cause!" To the contrary, this was the reason for me to visit them first. My reward was: They insisted to donate almost the entire cost of the project, became the highest paying members of the Jewish community, and since then they donated millions to Yeshivot and Jewish institutions in the United States and Israel. Beyond that, it saved them one son to Judaism, while the older one became before that time, a Guru for an Eastern religion. During the year, I have bought with my own funds, holy books and other Judaica for all the children, for more than triple as high as my yearly income. I did not consider that spiritual matters require the recommendation of my lay neighbors. Those who had appreciated my undertaking paid the entire bill. Although it scared some of them that their children will become too observant, but it did not scare nor deter me from fulfilling my Torah obligations to the community of my residence. 

   There was no Mikva in our city, and I had to drive 300 miles round-trip either north or south for a use of a Mikva. The Southern rabbi warned me: "Do not come for our kosher Mikva! You might not like it." It prompted me to drive and see why. I found a dilapidated Mikva who was not used for 4 years, since the last wedding in the city. The paint on the walls and ceiling peeling and the Mikva dry empty and dirty from years of dust accumulation. It took me long few hours to clean and fill it with water. If any of the 400 family's young congregation, with a Jewish elementary school of over 200 young pupils, needed a Mikva, they most probably took an air ride to a distant city. The principal and Judaic teachers were non-observant Israelis. The rabbi had no say about the Torah agenda of the school, where he was off limit. Nevertheless, we must admit the greatness of the pious, great scholar, writer, Schochet and Mohel of the city who served as their rabbi for the last 50 years. 
   When the kosher butcher died, he bought the butcher shop for the congregation and the kosher meat was sold at non-profit, for less than the non-kosher meat. Consequently, all Jews bought only kosher meat, possibly many also kept a kosher kitchen. He did not have the strength to slaughter for the gentiles too; therefore, buying meat at the Jewish community's butcher shop was limited only to the members of the "Club" – the members of Jewish community. This is in contradiction to most other Jewish communities, where the price of kosher meat is 2 to 4 times higher than non-kosher meat. Therefore we must always be on guard from frauds. The tragedy however is, that too many families either cannot afford or mentally are not ready to pay more for kosher food. Consequently, among others, once they eat non-kosher they feel: since they have already committed the worst transgression, therefore transgressing of the Shabath, Mikva and all the other Torah commandments looks to them very minor and insignificant, and the road is open, G-d forbid, to total disobedience of G-d's commandments, assimilation and intermarriage. In Chassidic and some highly orthodox communities, the people do not complain about the high cost of kosher food, since in many places the butcher shop belongs to the community, and the high cost of kosher meat and kosher food, is used as a voluntary self imposed tax to subsidize the Jewish education. However, in all other Jewish communities, it is crucial that the organized community shall pay for all the hidden expenses involved in kosher food, and the use of the Mikva. Thus, kosher food should not cost more then non-kosher food, the most, only a trifle higher. During my travel around the globe, even very recently, I met quite a few families, who had complained that they cannot afford the monthly high cost for the use of the Mikva, therefore, they do not observe the Mitzva of family purity. Due to pride and self respect, some people feel very uncomfortable to ask for a discount for the use of the monthly Mikva. The fault to those tragic events falls on the hands of the rabbis and the board of the Jewish community. Thus, it is critical that the cost for the use of a Mikva shall be only high enough token to assure that the Mikva will be used only by people who seek it for its religious purposes and prevent entrance from undesirable people who might abuse the Mikva as a mere non-expensive bathhouse. A better solution might be a free use of the women's Mikva to all the members of the "Club" – the members of the Jewish community and their guests. The above mentioned rabbi, either did not have or did not use his guts to rock the boat about the Mikva and the school as he did about kosher meat; maybe therefore he was able to remain serving as their rabbi for over 60 years. 
   Before my plans to build a Mikva for the city of my residence did materialize, I moved already to a larger metropolis, where one small old mikva, served the 70,000 members of the Jewish community.

   Beginning of Elul, in a Pre-Holiday meeting of 29 congregations, in preparation for the High Holidays season, recounting my Ethrog and Lulav enterprise, I have suggested: "If we will buy together 20,000 sets, for every Jewish family in town, we will be able to get them with a considerable discount. I assure you, that 20% of your members will reimburse you more then 80% of its cost, together with the contribution from the others your return will be much higher than your cost, and your highest reward will be, that every family in town will be a proud owner of an Ethrog and Lulav, and many more of them might also come to the synagogues for the holiday!" Only one Rabbi offered to accept from me 24 sets for his 200 member congregation. Obviously, it was not enough to satisfy my vision. My friend the builder, Mr. Ya'acov Altmensh, said: "Imanuel! If that is your heart desire, I will pay for my entire 65 family congregation!" and he tended me a check for 1000 sets. Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech Rebarg, Director of the, Central Agency for Jewish Education, opened me the doors to all the schools, to distribute Ethrog and Lulav sets to every Jewish student in town, after I signed a paper, that: "I will not request nor accept a donation from the students or their parents!" Rabbi Shmuel Flower, the director of the local Yeshiva, provided me with a few Yeshiva students, to help cut willow branches at the river banks, and distribute the 10,000 Ethrog and Lulav sets and 20,000 of my 8 pages explanation brochure of the Mitzva – "The Four Species and Me – My Prayers for Nature!" © by Imanuel Ravad 5734 - ('974), to all the schools and all the synagogues. The city never had so many young children with their parents for Sukkot holiday in the synagogues. I have received many hearth warming testimonials, from rabbis, students and their parents. However, better than all those letters; A few years later, a young man approached me at the Western Wall, to let me know: "The Ethrog and Lulav set you gave me as a student, with the explanation brochure, made me further investigate our heritage. Because of you I became observant, and today I do learn for the rabbinate in a Yerushalayim Yeshiva." Another Ethrog and Lulav well invested. Certainly, there are many more similar stories, however, only Heaven knows them all.  

   5. At one of the next Rabbinical Council of America, orthodox rabbis summer conventions, at the Pine View Hotel, S. Fallsburg, Catskills Mountains, NY, that I visited. Explaining why my car vanity license plates were "SHABAT," "LULAV" and now "ETHROG," I implored the rabbis: "Please order your car vanity license plates rather to carry an educational message!" One rabbi cynically retorted: "Ravad! Your license plates should read 'MIKVA'?!" The tone he said it and the way it was perceived, was not as a constructive suggestion. At the time, I did not have the fainted thought about this direction nor realized the strength and future of his proposal! However, it prompted me to jump out of the convention instantly, directly to the Motor Vehicle Department, to order a car vanity license plates named: "MIKVA5," which triggered my writing: "Why Mikva5?!" 

   The first one to read my article was a "teaser," who right away asked me: "Imanuel! Next time you go to your 'Lackawanna-Mikva' please take me with you!" [Lackawanna - is a name of a N.Y. lake and a N.J. railroad line. The word 'wanna' in the Yidish language means a bathtub. It was his way to laugh at the Mikva concept, as if it is no more than a public bathtub.] Although his primary intention was just a sight-seeing tour, since he never saw a Mikva during his lifetime, however he surprised me as he followed me immersing into the Mikva waters. A letter he wrote me the same day, described his Mikva encounter: "My Mikva immersion was the most moving experience of my life!" It proved me that my article concept was to the point and prompted me, slowly but surely, to make Mikva my life's mission. 
   However, this new start required overcoming mountains of difficulties and resistances to this very day. There is still a long road ahead, to achieve our ultimate goal that the totality of our people will learn and observe Mikva, but with G-d's help and perseverance we will certainly prevail!    

© Copyright by Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד
11 Sivan 5767 – (05.28.007). For further information:  

 USA: 1360-44 St. Brooklyn NY 11219, www.mikva-whyme.org
Israel: P.O.B. 4, Petach-Mikva-Tikva 49100, www.mikva-lamali.org
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The crucial importance of using Jewish names, 
especially by rabbis and community leaders.
More than ever in the now-generation of 75 – 95% of assimilation and intermarriage!

Excerpt from: How it started….. Also see: 2.Jewish Names are Holy.

1. At the outset, it pained me to see too many modern American orthodox rabbis that mostly due to social, financial or other pressures did not have the guts to do more for Yidishkeit. The first discernable symptom was the fact that at the time, over 75% of them and their lay leadership, called themselves with gentile names, in spite of the Talmudic statement that our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in merit of not changing the Jewish names. The preference to use a gentile name while being blessed with a Jewish one that was given to us during the Brith-Milah ceremony, as a covenant with G-d, when and where we publicly proclaim a promise and a pledge: "Ve'yikare Shmo B'Yisrael…" – "He Shall Be Identified Among Jews With His Jewish Name…," is among others: 
A. Profaning the oath,  pronounced at the circumcisem ceremony. 
B. A contradiction to our thanking G-d every morning: "Shlo Asani Goy!" = "That He did not make me a gentile." 
C. A proof of a lack of self-respect. 
Same as: "Fundamental respect for the United States flag, and any national flag, requires it's flying on the right side and/or higher in the presence of a foreign flag! Likewise: Fundamental respect to Judaism demands using our Jewish name even if we are known by a non-Jewish name." Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave Yosef an Egyptian name of honor: "Tsafnat – Pe'ane'ach," nevertheless, Yosef has used only his Jewish name. (Breshit 41:45).     
D. It is one of the most dangerous pitfalls on the road to assimilation and intermarriage.  

   It is easier to understand a Jewish lay man, who has to swim in a turbulent anti-Semitic world, who is trying to hide his Jewishness. 
     E. However, rabbis, who are nicely paid to live among Jews and lead them, if they do not poses the minimal backbone and self respect to be identified with their Jewish name, it is criminally deserting their line of duty and a testimony of something rotten from the inside.

REPEAT THAT RESOLUTION PLEASE!

   Reprint from Jewish Education News, April 1980, published by Coalition for Advancement of Jewish Education. 
    At the Rutgers Conference, two resolutions not related to task forces were passed. Just in case you missed them, here are their official texts for the record; Resolution on Hebrew Names: Since the use of Hebrew names promotes pride in Jewish Identity, and since rabbis and educators can set a living example for our students, therefore let it be resolved: (1) that we encourage rabbis and educators to use their Hebrew names at professional and educational functions as well as to include them on their letterhead and bulletin boards, and (2) that for the next CAJE Conference, if possible, a space be reserved on the registration forms for both Hebrew and English names. Introduced by Rabbi Imanuel Ravad, at CAJE 4th Conference, Aug '79. 

   "Dear Imanuel: as a result of your campaign, not only I am using my Jewish name, Shlomo, but I went one step further and changed my name legally from Steven to Shlomo." Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Lincoln Square Synagog..

   Thirty years later, in a chance airport encounter with a former school principal in Boston and currently a businessman from Milwaukee, I bemoaned: "They still call you Jerry? Was my labor in vain?" He answered: "Let me prove your success!" He introduced me to a group of 50 university students that he is leading on a tour to Israel, and asked that each one should announce his name. All of them identified themselves with Jewish names only. Then he continued: "This is the fruit of your labor! My business takes me to Arab countries and for security reasons I must be known only by my gentile name, but all my students do identify themselves only by their Jewish names. This is your success!"

   It was and still is a hard fight, and forced me to register an organization named: "Jewish Pride & Identity!" 

   Beyond distributing explanation brochures, I bought an electric engraving machine, attended a diversity of about 10 yearly Jewish national conventions and engraved, tens of thousands identity pins, beautiful door and table signs, where the Hebrew name appeared first, and the gentile name, if at all, only inside a parenthesis, all of them free of charge. The CAJE educators organization, used to give me yearly, the list of their up to 5000 attendees, enough in advance of their summer convention, to enable me to engrave for all of them, free of charge, beautiful and colorful Hebrew identity pins.  

      A liberal rabbi once told me: "You, I will never forget!" "Why?" I asked! "For your article: 'My Name is Robert, My Dog's Name is Re'uven!' Interesting but Sad…" This article was written in wake of my visiting a Hebrew School, where in a well staffed classroom there was a display of pictures entitled: Our Students and their Pets. Along one wall of the classroom were pictures of nice looking Jewish children, dressed as sloppily as fashion requires, with their well-groomed dogs. Under each picture there was the name of the dog and his master. The name under one of the pictures identified a student as ROBERT and the name of his dog as RE'UVEN. What a disgrace! How far have we fallen??? Certainly, the blame could be directed only at the spiritual leadership of the local Jewish community and its school. If the rabbis and educators of the community would be using their Jewish names, their students would not dare to give holy Jewish names to their not so holy pets. 

   "They called me Mortimer... So I lived like a Mortimer and acted as one. I hardly knew I was Jewish. Merrill I named my son. He named his son Morgan. That's my grandson. And Morgan doesn't have any Jewish name... [Unfortunately, he is not Jewish.]"  Jewish names were not made for tombstones use them during your lifetime! Excerpts From Olameinu, Nov. 1978:

 (Sample I.P.I. Jewish identity campaigns) B'ezrat  Hashem
   Please call me by my Jewish name! Why? Because I am proud to be a Jew, and because it is: Holy, Divine, Beautiful, Spiritual, Traditional, Meaningful, Educational, Historical, and Our Roots. Many illustrious personalities, among them prophets and leaders of the Jewish People have carried my name with PRIDE throughout thousands of years of Jewish history before me, and surely others will carry it for many years to come. It would remind me who I am, where I belong, and what my highest goals are. At the very least it will help me identify with Judaism and the Jewish people. For the above reasons and for many more please call me by my Jewish name! Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד. How about you?

   The importance of your Jewish name to you and our people. A century old Responsa very relevant today By Maharam Sh. I.K.(an abbreviation of: Shem Yisrael Kodesh = Jewish Names are Holy!) (Responsa 169 on Yoreh-De'ah, page 52) 

   "In the merit that our people had not changed their Hebrew names... they were worthy to be redeemed from slavery." (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5). It is not enough to be called by the Jewish name in the synagogue, when summoned to read the Torah or during a prayer for the sick. To be called by a gentile name is most certainly a violation of Torah law! (Rambam, Laws Idol Worship, ch.11). "Just as it is forbidden to imitate their mode of dress, their behavior and other aspects of their customs, so too it is prohibited to imitate them in their names." (Sifri: Vayikra 20:26). "Jews, who are the oldest nation in existence today, and upon whom the existence of the world depends, who are ashamed to be called by their own names, it is a great disgrace for them!!" "It is forbidden for a Jew to be called by a none-Jewish name!'" (Yoma 38b).  To utilize gentile names seem to consider gentiles more important than Jews, give credence, praise and esteem to others, and in the process we shamefully disgrace our parents, our sages and our saints.  ... Therefore, it is indeed proper for every Jew who believes in G-d and his Torah, to instruct his household and those who listen to him, to use only Jewish names.  Sincerely, Rabbi Moshe Sh.I.K.

   Although, in a responsa by Reb Moshe Feinstein, he claims that Jewish names where most important before the receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai, however, since today too many Jews do not observe the Torah, and with the high rate of assimilation and intermarriage, that did not exist during the Egyptian Exile, we must consider our times, for the purpose of Jewish names, as before receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai. I.R. 
   NO NEED TO RE-INVENT THE WHEEL! According to federation statistics, the rate of intermarriage on this continent has jumped from 3% to over 75% in 50 years. At this rate, would there be a Jewish community left in 210 years?
   The Midrash tells us that, during the hundreds of years of the first Jewish exile in ancient Egypt, there was not a single intermarriage, because the Jews of that time observed the following basic practices, which assured their survival as a separate and a unique people; they used their Jewish names, they spoke their own language, they wore modest Jewish clothes, and observed all Jewish moral laws, of which Mikva and family purity are most essential. Without theses observances, after 210 years, intermarriage might have left no Jews to be redeemed. (Midrash Rabbah: Vayikrah 32:5, Bamidbar 22, Yalkut 768, Shmot 6:6, Psikta-Zutra  2:19, Ha'amek-Davar, Ma'haram-Shik: Responsa Yoreh-De'ah 169, P.52).
   HEBREW NAMES are mentioned first, because there is never any compulsion for Jews to change their names. To do so voluntarily, is to show a lack of respect for one's Jewish heritage, and it is the first step to intermarriage. To make this point clear, the two times the Torah refers to immoral conduct of Jews with non-Jews, the Midrash, in its comments, notes that the use of JEWISH NAMES is a preventive medicine. 
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   See: "I always wanted to know…" www.mikva-whyme.org, by Imanuel Ravad, author.
