 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1B"sd 
בס״ד
For Immediate Release: September 14, ‘06

The Threat of Intermarriage to Israel and Every Jew, and How to Curb It 

Rabbi Imanuel Ravad, a life-long Jewish educator and activist for Jewish identity, in his latest publication, explores why, “only 60 years after the end of World War II and the Holocaust, we, the Jewish people again face a great physical threat to our existence.” In answer to the question of why “the world has once again turned a deaf ear to state-sponsored threats of genocide and another attempt at the mass murder of civilian Jewish communities,” Rabbi Ravad points to the “spiritual Holocaust in the form of an epidemic of intermarriage.”


He cites statistics showing that, “over 50% of American Jews today are marrying out of the faith,” and notes that, “in some Northern European countries, the intermarriage rate is as high as 95%.”  These surveys also show that over 2/3 of the children of these intermarried couples are not raised as Jews. Rabbi Ravad suggests that, “if this trend were allowed to continue, it would result in the virtual disappearance of our people within a generation or two.”


But Rabbi Ravad is not just worried about the numbers. He states that “even if we were to lose all 10 million Jews living around the world today who are in danger of assimilation and intermarriage, the Jewish people as a whole will still survive, as it survived the losses of the Holocaust. A much greater problem is that for a Jew to prefer to marry a Gentile instead of another Jew is an insult to our Jewish heritage and to our Creator.”


Ravad suggests a parallel between today’s intermarriage epidemic and the situation 80 years ago, “when many German Jews sought to assimilate themselves into non-Jewish German society. Then, too, the rate of intermarriage soared. Not long thereafter, the Nazis rose to power. . . The fire that started in Germany quickly ravaged the entire Jewish community of Europe and threatened Jews all over the world.”


The conclusion that Rabbi Ravad draws is that, “We Jews have only two options: we can live as Jews voluntarily, by following a Jewish way of life, or we [will] be reminded of our Jewish identity by the anti-Semites who try to oppress us in every generation. During the Holocaust, even the children or grandchildren of intermarried Jews were forcefully reminded of their Jewish heritage, and cruelly murdered among the six million of our brothers and sisters. The lesson is clear: Even if we were to try, there is no way that we can ever escape our Jewish identity.” 


Rabbi Ravad explains that, “Intermarriage is a rejection of our unique Covenant with G-d and a denial of everything that is holy and special about the Jewish people.” He cites the incident in the Torah when G-d killed 150,00, or one-quarter of the Jews in the desert because they intermarried with the daughters of Moav. He cites the classic Biblical commentators who say that if Pinchas, the grandson of Aaron the High Priest, had not stopped the intermarriage with an act of violent protest, “G-d was ready to destroy the other three-quarters of the Jewish people because they did not try to stop it. Just imagine G-d’s anger today when more than half of Diaspora Jews are insulting Him in this way, and the rest, once again, are doing little or nothing to stop them.”


That is why Rabbi Ravad contends, “the current spiritual holocaust of intermarriage is also a threat to the well-being of the rest of the Jewish People and the entire world.  Each intermarriage is an insult to G-d, a rejection of His decision to make us Jews His Chosen People and a Holy Nation. If we stand idly by and let Him be insulted, without defending His honor, then we are guilty as well!


“It is also a threat to the world because history teaches us that whenever the Jews suffer, they are not alone, and the rest of the world suffers as well,” he added.


How can intermarriage be stopped? Rabbi Ravad notes that, “most methods of trying to dissuade today’s Jews who are at risk from intermarriage are largely ineffective. Intermarriage has become so common and accepted in the Jewish community that social disapproval or the hurt feelings it might cause to family members are no longer serious considerations. . . The sad fact is that Jews who are most at risk to intermarriage don’t see much difference between themselves and non-Jews. . . That is why they do not hesitate to get into social relationships with non-Jews which often ultimately lead them to intermarriage.


“Because assimilated Jewish youth have no appreciation for the uniqueness of Jewish sanctity, they see no need to seek out only a mate who shares that heritage. In choosing a spouse, they tend to consider only their own desires. . . The only way to stop them from even considering intermarriage is to make them appreciate that as Jews, we have a special mission: to serve as the carriers of G-d’s torch bringing a spiritual light to the rest of mankind. . . Only then will they realize what they and their children stand to lose by marrying out of their faith.


“Jewish Purity, which is realized through the use of the Mikva, is a spiritual instrument that increases our awareness and sensitivity to the Sanctity of being a Jew. Just like we need a radio to receive a broadcast, which we cannot detect with our unaided senses alone, we need the Mikva to achieve Purity and receive the message of Jewish Sanctity transmitted to us through the generations of the Jewish people.”


The answer, Rabbi Ravad insists, is “Mikva Education Outreach. It is the most effective means we have to stop this spiritual Holocaust, [because it] drives home to both men and women their uniqueness as Jews. Teaching Jews about Mikva creates within them a positive appreciation for the value of their Jewish identities. It defines a spiritual goal -- Purity leading to Sanctity -- which they can only achieve as Jews. . . It thereby makes clear to them all that they would have to lose by marrying out of the faith.”


Rabbi Ravad explains that, “learning and observing the practices of Mikva leads to a new appreciation of the importance, holiness and blessings of being a Jew, and marrying only a Jewish mate. It creates a desire to remain within the Jewish fold forever. Jews who have absorbed the message of Mikva Education will be inoculated against intermarriage. Once they learn to appreciate the holiness that is the unique gift of G-d to the Jewish people, and which only Jewish parents can give to their children, intermarriage becomes unthinkable.


Rabbi Ravad has spent decades developing Mikva educational programs and materials that have been proven effective in convincing people of all backgrounds. Now he has issued a call to the rest of the Jewish community to invest in the distribution of these proven Mikva education tools to save the millions of Jews at risk from intermarriage. “Every day that investment is delayed means that more Jews will reject our heritage and insult Hashem through intermarriage. How long do we dare to wait, to allow Hashem’s wrath to continue to be provoked by our inaction? The time to start a worldwide campaign of Mikva educational outreach is today!” he concludes.


Rabbi Ravad will be at the UJC Conference in Los Angeles November 12-14 with his Mikva education exhibit, to promote this campaign. His new publication, entitled, “Intermarriage Endangers You and Israel!” and other Mikva education outreach materials are available, free of charge, from Mikva Outreach Global Programs, 1360 44th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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