B"H                                                             בס"ד

T H E   P R I C E   0 F   P E A C E

                  By Imanuel Ravad

We are confronted with two problems which require two different answers.

WHO WILL MAKE PEACE?  AND AT WHAT PRICE?

1. WHO WILL MAKE PEACE?

Shalom is one of the holy names of the Creator, "THE KING WHO IS THE MASTER OF PEACE"! And in our daily prayers we recite the blessing:   "G-d...Who forms light and creates darkness, "M A K E S   P E A C E"  and creates all". Therefore every believing Jew understands that only  "H E   W H O   M A K E S     P E A C E   I N   H I S   H E I G H T S"  is able and 'MAY HE MAKE PEACE UPON US AND UPON ALL YISRAEL, AND LET US RESPOND: AMEN'! Peace is impossible without the consent of the Creator. It is the only biblical verse that we Jews  recite more than 10 times daily, in order to instill this concept in our heart. 

But everyone understands that there is a price for everything in life, and there is a price we must pay for peace. 

2. WHAT IS THE PRICE OF PEACE?

Also to this question the Bible gives us a very clear and unequivocal answer. All the blessings and beautiful promises mentioned in the Torah, and these include the Promised Land in which we live, health, prosperity and "PEACE", and as Rashi states: "WITHOUT PEACE, ALL IS WORTHLESS", all of it has a definite price. THE CONDITION FOR PEACE IS THE OBSERVANCE OF HIS LAW. As promulgated in the "Tochecha", of which the opening verse is: "IF YOU OBSERVE MY STATUTES, AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS... I WILL GIVE PEACE IN THE LAND." (Va'Yikra 26, D'varim 26-34).

Unfortunately, THESE CHAPTERS, ARE THE LEAST KNOWN, and hardly ever mentioned to our fellow Jews. And although most of the citizens of the State, from the president to the army private, at some time in their lives swear on our holy Bible, they swear only on the cover and not on the contents. The large majority never even read the entire book, and certainly never studied it with the commentary of the Oral Law, like Rashi. 

State schools teach  ONLY SELECTED BIBLICAL STORIES WHICH ARE PLEASANT TO THE EYE, SWEET TO THE EAR, AND NON-OBLIGATING, and even that, only with non-traditional commentaries, sadly excluding those sections that require observance of the commandments and the Tochecha - the consequances of transgressing them.  

Our problem is that: "ALL JEWS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR EACH OTHER", and the non-observance of one, wherever he might be on planet earth, affects the peace and welfare of all the others. WE ARE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT, THE SEA IS RAGING AROUND US AND OUR FRAGILE VESSEL IS IN DANGER. Therefore, anyone who has a sense of responsibility for himself and for our people should strive to bring the Biblical message to our brothers and sisters. Especially those passages which have the prospect of bringing them closer to the Creator, and particularly today when so many Jews around the world are in dire need of salvation.

In order to reach MAXIMUM PEOPLE IN MINIMUM TIME and at the least expense, we should all try  to the best of our ability TO DISTRIBUTE THE STICKERS which appear on this flyer for the automobiles which travel around the country, for store windows and public places. We must disseminate the message everywhere and remind even those who are familiar with it, "since learning 100 times is not the same as learning 101 times," and to contribute to this important project. 

Those interested in receiving or distributing materials, small colored stickers 2"x8", large plackets for porches at well-travelled thoroghfares 30"x40", to send a contribution or help in fund-raising, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Amutat "SHALOM BIMROMAV, P.O.Box 4, Petach-Tikvah 49100, Israel.

The board of directors consists of a Roshe-Yeshivah, well-known rabbis and communal leaders. Contributions can also be sent directly to: "SHALOM BIMROMAV", AMUTTA # 9-068-022-58.

By virtue of this Mitzvah, we will merit blessing and success in all our undertakings, fulfill the prophet's call: "Return O' Israel Unto the L-rd Your G-d", and witness the coming redemption, speedily in our days, Amen.

                 *********************************

Sticker:

I F  you observe my statutes... I will give  P E A C E  

G-d will give us peace, if we will make peace with Him.

It is worth your while, to study and transmit: Va'Yikra 26, D'varim 26​34.

In merit of this Mitzvah, may you be blessed with all the blessings of the Torah. For further information: "Shalom Bimromav", P.O.Box 4, P.T. 49100 

