בס"ד
The right partner! –   השותף המתאים!
Reflections and advice for people in search of a mate!
   Our Forefather Yaakov had two wives, Rachel and Le'ah. Rachel was beautiful and beloved, Le'ah had weeping eyes and was unloved, (Breshit 29-30, 35). One of the main reasons a man gets married is to beget children – his continuation. Let us put on the scale the achievements of Rachel and Le'ah for Ya'akov and the Jewish People. Le'ah got pregnant instantly on the night of her wedding and the Jewish people got from her beyond 6 tribes, Kings, Priests, Levites, Moshe, Aaron, Prophets, King David and the future King Mashi'ach. The Jewish people are called "Yehudim" after her son Yehuda. Rachel, on the other hand, suffered pain and humiliation for seven years and needed to cry out to Ya'akov: "Give me children, otherwise - I am dead!" All this until she bore her first son Yosef and died while delivering her second son Binyamin. Yosef became viceroy in Egypt, but his descendants never played an important role amongst the Jewish people. Righteous Binyamin, though he was one of the four men who died without sin, his tribe was always the smallest one. Accordingly, G-d is sending us a clear message, that: "Love and beauty are not a guarantee for happiness." It is G-d who decides if and how smart, beautiful, and successful our children will be. No one is perfect, and we must not insist to get married only to a perfect match. Instead, one needs to be prepared, at times, to take a wife lower in status than himself to make a match, and then pray together to G-d for its success. The Talmud's advice is: "Lower yourself and take a wife." One of the difficulties that women encounter is that they become mature before men of the same age. Nevertheless, they dream about a mature "knight" who can support and carry them on his shoulders. Therefore he must be stronger and wiser than them. Some sound advice for them is: Do not say "No" unreasonably. Give your mate a chance to grow! Time and circumstances may mature and shape him even beyond your expectations. And if you cannot reach the man of your dreams pray to G-d that as compensation at least your children will grow and bring you joy and Nachas according to your dreams. LA, CA, Shvat 5766.
