B”H                                               בס"ד                                                                                                                  Step by Step: Turning Am-Yisael 
Totally Mikva Observant

The Prophet Yirmiyahu, the Talmud and the Zohar Hakadosh advise us that our Hope and Salvation, Peace for Israel and Security of our Communities, greatly depend on ALL of our people Learning, Observing and Understanding Mikva. Therefore, every Jew, and Rabbis in particular, must diligently apply himself to “global,” or at least “community,” Mikva Outreach.

■  Every Rabbi, who understands the importance of Mikva, must consider himself, for outreach purposes, responsible for every one in his neighborhood regardless of his/her affiliation. The arguments: “They do not belong to my Synagogue!” “They do not even observe Shabbat, how could I speak to them about Mikva?” are baseless. Mikva could and should be the first Mitzva to be observed, for many good reasons, among them: it motivates total commitment to Torah and our continuity hinges upon it.

■  Due to the natural sensitivity of all women to the subject, those who do not yet observe the Mitzva will not come to a lecture or a screening of a video on the topic. The outreach materials, therefore, must be sent discreetly to their homes for them to read and view in privacy. In order not to offend the non-observers, the materials must be sent to everyone, including Mikva observers. It is not a waste of material, since there is always something new to learn, and it might turn them to observe the Mitzva with greater zeal. They may also pass it on to acquaintances in need.

■  The more the men observe, learn and speak about Mikva, psychologically, the easier it becomes for the women, although, due to “Chavas’s Curse” it will always remain a sensitive issue for any woman. It eliminates the argument: “Why us?” Therefore, our materials deal with women’s Mikva last, despite being the most important issue. The Talmud gives us a clear hint that in order to assure total Family Purity and Sanctity observance we should start first with men’s Mikva. The very first words of the Talmud deals with the immersion of men: “From when may we recite the evening Shma? From the time that kohanim, [who became Tamei and are forbidden to eat Truma until they immerse in the Mikva and wait till nightfall,] enter to eat Truma.” Many consequent first pages of the Talmud deals with man’s immersion, while Tractate Niddah, which deals with the woman’s “biological clock,” is the Talmud’s very last volume. 

(We find a similar indication in the Torah’s description of Creation. G-d created the light first. Then, He differentiated between the waters. Two drops of water might look alike physically, while being very different spiritually. In the especially important 10th verse of the Torah, G-d is revealing to us the secret of the world’s Mikva. The next verse deals with the tree and its fruits. Allegorically “man is the tree of the field,” (2) and his children must be conceived after the mother’s observance of the Mikva. G-d created the light before the water, because in contrast to women, men go to the Mikva during “day light.” (1) Brachot 1:1, Breshit 1:3-11, (2) Dvarim 20:19.)     

■  Women around the world, for valid reasons, object to the men’s use of their Mikva, even on a completely different time schedule. Therefore, separate, less expensive, men’s Mikvas should be built, preferably within the premises of every synagogue, to provide the prayers with the spiritual uplift from preceding immersions.

■  In today’s day and age, Air Force tactics precede those of the Infantry. One plane can accomplish more than thousands of soldiers. On a propaganda mission, during the last war in Yugoslavia, one B-52 USA Air-Force bomber was loaded with 20 tons of flyers, which were released from an altitude of 30,000 feet. One push of a button and the entire load of millions of flyers were spread over the entire country. So too, before trying a personal Mikva outreach approach, which allows us to reach only a minute percentage of the community, we must provide revealing and inspiring Mikva outreach educational materials to the entire community in an Air Force manner. Additionally, there are two drawbacks to the personal approach: 1. Sometimes we hesitate to approach even those people who would be receptive. 2. Some might feel upset that we are invading the most sensitive and private spot of their lives. Using the Air Force method we can eliminate those problems and reach the entire community in a non-sensitive and non-threatening way.

■  Beyond Delivering revealing and inspiring reading and audio-visual Mikva educational materials to every family, Mikva Outreach Program should entail displaying non-sensitive Mikva topic pictures, such as Kohanim’s archeological Mikvas that were used during the Holy Temple era in Jewish public places such as: Synagogues, Community Centers, Schools and Kosher Restaurants.

■  Our materials consist of: 1. Our “Purifying and Sanctifying our Hands,” Netilat Yadaim poster, which is actually a powerful Mikva motivational tool (see the explanation on the reverse of the poster). 2. Our video “Waters of Life - To Stand Alone with G-d.” 3. An array of printed flyers, booklets, postcards, magnets, stickers, beautiful Mikva wall clocks, plus “Shattering a Myth” and “Mikva Billboard Van” posters which can also serve as place mats.

In the materials can be found our “Viewers and Readers Evaluation Form,” which is a tool to prompt people to review our materials before writing their suggestions. It also provides a “window of opportunity” to connect with the recipients and discuss the subject on a non-threatening and non-personal basis.

■  To create a “Human Interest Story,” invite our Mikva Billboard Van to your community and photograph it in front of your edifice with your Rabbi, or a few prominent members of the community. Maintain a yearly “Month of the Mikva” publicity campaign and submit the Mikva Billboard picture along with a Press Release and other Mikva educational materials to all local Jewish papers. Thus the message of the Mikva will penetrate even to Jewish homes that do not observe Mikva. Enlarge the picture to a 20” x 30” size, frame and post it in your lobby. Many out-of-town visitors to your Synagogue have no previous Mikva experience. They might have heard about the Mikva only in a negative form. The sight of a respectable display will certainly command attention and a “new look” at the subject.

■  The logistics of delivering the outreach materials, could be either via the mail, where the packaging and postage are costly, or via community volunteers such as high school students (many schools require them to serve the community few hours a week).

■  The cost of all those materials, when ordered for your entire community, is less than $20 per family. Therefore, it is a crime not to make those materials available free of charge to every family, in order to give them the opportunity to understand and observe Mikva. According to the Prophet Yirmiyahu and the Zohar Hakadosh’s advice and warning, this will render salvation to our people. Many of them will gladly reimburse the expenses through donations, expressing their gratitude, for opening their eyes to see the Truth and the Light. Abstaining from such a project or from supporting it is irresponsible to G-d, to our friends and to our people.

■  Point out that a Jew is not permitted to reside in a community that does not have a Mikva within a safe, nightly walking distance. Therefore, the building of a Mikva must precede even that of the Synagogue. According to Choshen Mishpat - Jewish Real Estate Code, (Vol. 2,163:3), Mikva is a community necessity. Therefore, every member of the community must contribute an equal share to the building and upkeep of the Mikva, even if he does not use it, regardless of reasons. This way the non-observant will be challenged to read and view the materials presented to them in order to understand the grounds of their community obligations. Based on our 25 years of experience, we are confident that reading our educational materials will be inspiring enough for people to first become friends of the Mikva, and eventually turn into Mikva observers. At the very least, we would have fulfilled our obligation to provide them the basic learning tools about Mikva.

■  Hence, the contributing to the building and upkeep of your local Mikva is equivalent to the payment of your local real estate taxes. Donating toward the building of other Mikvas is certainly a great Mitzva. However, contributing to Mikva Outreach Programs is a much greater Mitzva. Since, when inspired, people find resources for their real needs. Therefore, through Mikva outreach for the price of one Mikva, many thousands of people could be reached and inspired to sobserve and build countless of their own community Mikvas.

■  Therefore, it is imperative to solicit funds for the Mikva from every member of the community. If the Mikva budget is well-balanced, a special Mikva Project should be created for that purpose. Three goals are accomplished through it: 1. It arouses the interest of the community to read Mikva educational materials, 2. It facilitates raising the necessary funds to build and maintain our Mikvas, and Global Mikva Outreach Programs since, just as paying our local taxes does not exempt us from federal taxes, local Mikva efforts do not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations, and 3. Along with their financial contributions, people also invest their souls. Many of them will certainly become Mikva observers and totally committed Jews. Please give them this chance!

■ Millions of Jewish Families needs to be educated. Millions are needed to reach them. No Mikva – No Tikva – No Jewish Continuity, ח"ו. The budget of a school of a few hundred student can reach a few million dollar yearly. To educate 10 Million Jews, more than a few million dollars yearly should be available. Therefore, if the community will take this matter seriously, and to be effective, every observant family should consider contributing regularly and amount equal to it’s family’s annual expenditure for the daily and monthly Mikva use, currently about $500. Any amount is graciously and thankfully appreciated. May it bestow blessings upon your home. 

For Revealing and Inspiring Materials, Lectures and to mail your Contribution: SURVIVAL \ Mikva-Tikva-Hope \ Mikva Outreach Global Programs: USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: 17-b’ Hansihim Street, Petach-Mikva=Tikva=Hope, 49550. © Copyright by Imanuel Ravad, 15 Adar 5762 – (Feb. 27, ’02). mikva-tikva-hope.org

בס"ד

"מ ק ו ה    י ש ר א ל   ה',   מ ו ש י ע ו"
The Terror We Face TODAY!!!

י' אדר, פר' תצוה, תשס"ב
10 Adar 5762 -  (Feb. 21, ’02)

Dear Friend and Fellow Jew:

Today we face terror and security problems we did not encounter before, and from directions unimagined yesterday. We must therefore ask ourselves, why did these problems arise today? 

1. “Yishmael gave up his plan to murder his half-brother, our Forefather Yitzchak. He acknowledged Yitzchak’s birthright and honored him.” Why then do we suffer from Yishmael today?  Esav, our Forefather Yaakov-Yisrael’s brother, and our implacable enemy, married Yishmael’s daughter. Therefore, Esav and his grandson “Amalek, who serves as the rod with which G-d scourges Yisrael,” and Yishmael became one big mixed family, who periodically attacks us mercilessly. (Rashi, Breshit 25:9, 28:9, 6:12, 12:3, Bamidbar 21:1). The same dog that barks and bites with a wink of his master will start licking. For example: Germany was a heaven for the Jews till the year 1933, and hell from 1933 to 1945. Today more Jews immigrate to Germany than from. The same Arab who is today a foe, could tomorrow become a friend, like the half brother Yishmael who in his later years gave great honor and respect to Yitzchak. It depends only on a wink from the Master, our Creator. In the last 15 years over 20 millions Arabs immigrated to the USA and Europe and their greatest aspiration is to become local citizens. Why in Israel they refuse to become Israelis? There is enough empty land, pasture and financial resources to live side by side in peace, why instead we suffer a war? To deserve the yearned wink that will bring peace in its wings, we need first to make peace with Heaven. Mikva makes peace with Heaven, which is a condition for peace on earth.    

2. Jews never suffer alone. As written: “I (G-d) will bless those who bless thee (Avraham and the Jewish people)!” History confirms these blessings and curses. If we do not enjoy peace, the world does not enjoy it either. The U.S.A. is the most powerful country in merit of, and as long as it supports the Jewish people. The Dollar is still the mightiest currency because on every bill is printed: “In G-d we trust.” Therefore we must first make peace with Heaven in order for us and the world to enjoy peace on earth. Mikva makes peace with Heaven and earth. Reach for our revealing & inspiring outreach materials, for the explanation of how and why? 

3. 4106 years ago G-d brought a flood that destroyed the entire human race. The Torah teaches us that the reason for this catastrophe was mainly the debasement of marital life. G-d saved only Noach’s family of 8 people, in the renowned ark, in order to give the world a second chance, a new start. Nowadays, since the “stars” in movies, radio, television, and in the printed and electronic media became the teachers and preachers of the generation, family marital life according to G-d’s laws, has too often become debased. Too many people today are engaging in vices similar to those of the flood era, for which G-d destroyed the world. 

Today, G-d has seen fit to smite our “liberated” generation by a brutish enemy that paradoxically maintains some measure of decency concerning modest dress and marital relation proprieties, even at the absurd price of brutal murders within their own families, in order to “preserve the honor of the family.”

The choice of the enemy should prompt us to contemplate the possibility that These facts are a clear sign of G-d’s wrath and message, that today more than yesterday, we must re-strengthen the morals of Family Sanctity, and observe Mikva laws, in order to merit G-d’s salvation to crush the menace we face from our diabolical common enemy today.

Worldwide statistics prove that men’s frequent Mikva observance encourage and leads to Family Sanctity observance, which is our best wall of defense against assimilation and intermarriage, and a guarantee of Jewish survival.


Since as a law of nature, Mikva will always be a sensitive issue, to the half of our people who are required to observe it as a Toraitic law, we constantly need to search for the best methods to convey the message to our communities. You might be equipped to help us in this task. We therefore present you with an array of revealing and inspiring Mikva outreach materials and respectfully request your assistance in evaluating them, and advising us about any improvements needed in order to reach the disaffected. Your response may help us revise and refine our book and video, “Waters of Life” - “To Stand Alone With G-d.” Which of our materials, in your opinion, are most suitable for students, lay-leaders, or the community at large?


Please inform us which of our outreach materials you would like to obtain in quantities, for your congregation or entire community? Would you welcome them only if available free of charge, or would you be ready to make a nominal contribution towards its cost? 

Many thanks, respectfully yours, 

Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד 

SURVIVAL \ Mikva=Tikva=Hope \ Mikva Outreach Global Programs 
                                                                          עמנואל ראב"ד – Imanuel Ravad, Founder
USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Israel: Hansihim St. 17-b הנשיאים, Petah-Mikva=Tikva=Hope 49550 פתח-מקוה=תקוה,

B”H                                               בס"ד                                                                                                                                                                             
Turn your Community 
Totally Mikva Observant!!

If we take the advice and warning of Prophet Yirmiyahu and the Zohar Hakadosh seriously, that our Hope and Salvation, Peace for Israel and Security for our Communities, greatly depend on the TOTALITY of our people Understanding and Observing Mikva, than every Jew, and Rabbis in particular, must diligently apply himself to “global” or at least “community” Mikva Outreach.

■  Every rabbi, who understands the importance of Mikva, must consider himself, for outreach purposes responsible for every one in his community, regardless of his/her affiliation. The arguments: “They do not belong to my Synagogue!” “They do not even observe Shabbath, how could I speak to them about Mikva?” are baseless. For many good reasons, Mikva could and should be the first Mitzva to be observed, because among others, it motivates total commitment, and our continuity hinges upon it. 

■  In today’s day and age, Air Force tactics precede those of the Infantry. One plane can accomplish more than thousands of soldiers. To perform a propaganda mission, during the last war in Yugoslavia, one B-52 USA Air-Force bomber was loaded with 20 tons of flyers, which were released from one 30,000 feet high spot. One push of a button and the entire load of millions of flyers were spread by the wind over the entire country. Likewise, before starting a personal Mikva outreach approach, which during a lifetime will allow us to reach only a minute percentage of the community, revealing and inspiring Mikva outreach educational materials must first be provided to the entire community in an Air Force manner. There are two additional drawbacks to the personal approach: A. Sometimes we hesitate to approach even those people who would be receptive. B. Others might feel upset that we are invading the most sensitive and private spot of their lives. Using the Air Force method eliminates those problems while reaching the entire community in a non-sensitive and non-threatening form.

■  Due to the natural sensitivity of all women to the subject, those who do not yet observe the Mitzva will not come to a lecture or to a screening of a video on the topic. The outreach materials, therefore, must be sent discreetly to their homes to read and view in privacy. In order not to offend the non-observers, the materials must be sent to every one, including avid Mikva observers. It is not a waste of material, since there is always something new to learn, and it might turn them to observe the Mitzva with greater zeal. They may make good use of it by passing it to some acquaintances in need.

■  The more men observe, learn and speak about Mikva, psychologically, the easier it becomes for the women, although, due to “Chavas’s Curse” it will always remain a sensitive issue for every woman. It eliminates the argument: “Why us?” Therefore, our materials deals with women’s Mikva last, despite being the most important issue. Like Tractate Nida which deals with the woman’s Biological Clock, is the Talmud’s last volume. 

■  Women around the world, for valid reasons, object to men’s use of their Mikva, even on a completely different time schedule. Therefore, separate less expensive men’s Mikvas should be built, preferably within the premises of every synagogue, to benefit the prayers from the preceding immersion’s spiritual uplift. 

■  Mikva Outreach Program should entail, among others, A. Delivering inexpensive revealing and inspiring reading and audio-visual Mikva educational materials to every family. B. Decorating Jewish public places as: Synagogues, Community Centers, Schools and Kosher Restaurants, with non-sensitive Mikva topics, such as men’s and Kohanim’s archeological mikvas that were used during the Holy Temple era.

■  Our materials consist of A. Our “Purifying and Sanctifying our Hands,” Netilat Yadaim poster, which is actually a powerful Mikva motivational tool. See the explanation on the reverse of the poster. B. Our video “Waters of Life,” ‘To Stand Alone with G-d’. C. An array of printed flyers, booklets, postcards, magnets, stickers, beautiful Mikva publicity wall clock, Shuttering a Myth and Mikva Billboard Van posters which can also serve as place mats. 

■   Our “Viewers and Readers Evaluation Form,” is among others, a tool to prompt people to read and review our materials before writing their suggestions, and a window of opportunity to connect and discuss the subject on a non-threatening and non-personal basis.     

■  To create “Human Interest,” invite our Mikva Billboard Van to your community and photograph it in front of your edifice with your Rabbi, few young schoolboys or male members of your community. A. Publish the picture with a Press Release in all local Jewish papers, thus the message of the Mikva penetrates even to Jewish homes that do not observe Mikva. B. Enlarge to a poster size of 20”x30”, frame and post in your lobby. Many visitors of your Synagogue for Simchas or other occasions have no Mikva experience and neither has seen one. They, most probably, heard about Mikva only in a negative form. The sight of a honorable display will certainly command respect and a “new look” into the subject.

■  The logistics of delivering the outreach materials, could be either via the mail, where the packaging and postage are costly, or via community volunteers such as high school boys, where many schools require them to serve the community few hours a week.

■  The cost of all those materials, when ordered for your entire community, is less than $20 per family. Therefore, it is a gross mistake not to make available those materials free of charge to every family, in order to give them the opportunity to understand and observe Mikva, thus according to Prophet Yirmiyahu and the Zohar Hakadosh advice and warning, rendering a salvation to our people. Many of them will gladly reimburse our investment via donations, expressing their gratitude, for opening their eyes to see the “truth” and the “light”. Abstaining from such a project or from supporting it might be sinning to G-d, to our friends and to our people.  

■  To facilitate the community to accept these materials, “A Month of the Mikva Campaign” should be declared and publicized through all the local Jewish papers. Rabbis should send press releases, possibly with a picture of our Mikva billboard that contains powerful slogans about Mikva. Point out that a Jew is not permitted to reside in a community that does not have a Mikva within a safe nightly walking distance. Therefore, the building of a Mikva must precede that of the Synagogue. According to Choshen Mishpat, real estate code, (Vol. 2,163:3), Mikva is a community necessity, therefore, every member of the community must contribute an equal share to the building and upkeep of the Mikva even if he does not use it, regardless of reasons. Thus the Non-observant are challenged to read and view the materials presented to them, in order to understand the grounds of their community obligations. Based on our 25 years of experience, we are confident that reading our educational materials will be inspiring enough to become friends of the Mikva, and eventually turn into Mikva observers. At the very least, we would have fulfilled our obligation to provide them the basic learning tools about Mikva. 

■  Hence, the contribution for the building fund and upkeep of your local Mikva is equal to the payments of your local real estate tax. Donating toward the building of other Mikvas is certainly a great Mitzva. However, contributing to Mikva Outreach Programs is a much greater Mitzva. Since, for the cost of building one small Mikva, many thousands of people could be reached and inspired to observe and build by themselves countless of their own community Mikvas.    
■  Therefore, it is imperative to solicit funds for a Mikva project, from every member of the community, even if the Mikva budget is well balanced, and a special Mikva project must be created for that purpose. Three goals are accomplished through it: 1. It arouses the interest of the community to read Mikva educational materials, and 2. It facilitates raising the necessary funds to build and maintain our Mikvas, and Global Mikva Outreach Programs. Since, just as paying our local taxes does not exempt us from federal taxes, local Mikva efforts does not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations and 3. With their financial contributions people invest also their souls. Many of them will certainly become Mikva observers and totally committed Jews. Please give them this chance!

Revealing and Inspiring Materials, Lectures and to mail your Support: 

SURVIVAL \ Mikva-Tikva-Hope \ Mikva Outreach Global Programs: 

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: 17-b’ Hansihim Street, Petach-Mikva=Tikva=Hope, 49550. 

© Copyright by Imanuel Ravad, 8 Adar 5762 – (Feb. 20, ’02). mikva-tikva-hope.org

Jonathan S. Lifschutz, General Manager 

Ramada Plaza Hotel and Conference Center

3050 Woodbridge Avenue, Raritan Center, Edison, NJ 08837

Tel: 732 – 661 – 1000, Fax: 732 – 738 – 6218, www.ramada.com
At the Annual Rabbinic Conference, of Young Israel Council of Rabbis

21 –22 Shvat 5762, Sun. – Mon. Feb. 3 – 4, 2002 

In front of the Traveling Headquarters of 

SURVIVAL \ Mikva=Tikva=Hope \ Mikva Outreach Global Programs

Cantors Assembly, Jewish Educators Assembly, North American Association of Synagogue Executives, United Synagogue, Rabbinical Assembly.   Marriott W.P. Hotel, Washington, D.C.                                                  1 Adar 5762 – (Feb. 13, ’02).
Dear Convention Delegate:

Non-observant people might challenge this obligation on the grounds that they neither understand nor believe in Mikva. To justify their opposition to participate in the Mikva project, they will be looking to read and view the materials presented to them, in search to find ground for challenge and criticism. Based on 25 years of our experience, we are confident that the opposite will happen. They will be inspired, become friends of the Mikva, and eventually turn into Mikva observers. At the very least, we would have fulfilled our obligation to provide them the learning tools.
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