בס"ד

T h e   S t o r y   of   T w o   P i c t u r e s

  For close to 30 years, I have attended on average ten leadership conferences per year in an effort to disseminate Mikva education materials. The goal is to educate the Jewish leadership with the hope that they, in turn, will impart the information to grass root membership, since budget and other technical limitations curtail the delivery of this message directly to the masses.

    In spite of our stunning results, as you can read from 34 testimonials in our booklet, (page 21 or 25), since Mikva is a sensitive subject there is a natural resistance to accept Mikva literature even free of charge. Hence it is difficult to estimate how many of our Mikva education literature recipients do read our material seriously. Therefore our mobile Mikva billboard is of an utmost value. Seeing it, the message becomes vivid and unforgettable, and it creates a drive to further investigate the subject in depth.

    With the new trend of presenting vehicles in the expo halls, I have applied for the necessary triple size booth for the mobile Mikva billboard. However it took two years until I received this privilege for the UJC – United Jewish Communities – (Federation) General Assembly Expo in Los Angeles, Nov.10-12.'06. The effort of flying from Israel and driving 3000 miles, coast to coast, with a slow, 23 years old and tired mobile billboard was not a deterrent, for the fear that: "if not now who knows if and when this opportunity will present itself again."

    Over 5000 leadership delegates from 155 communities in the USA and Canada attended the UJC '06 General Assembly. Our booth was manned by 3 young ladies, 2 young men, a photographer and myself. Most people who passed by our booth accepted our Mikva educational materials. The enormous success of our presence could be judged from the fact that many people have returned to our booth to request more materials to give to their friends and/or ordered quantities for distribution in their community. A director of a Hillel student's organization expressed his joy upon viewing our booth and said: "Your booth is the first thing I am looking for in my yearly attendance of the General Assembly in order to receive more and/or new Mikva educational materials." 

    3 months before the convention, a powerful article, by Gordon and  Horowitz. appeared in the Jewish media and the internet: "Will Your Grandchildren Be Jewish?" Which, among others, stressed the well-known facts - that: 1. The great majority of Jews in the USA intermarry. 2. 70% of the children from intermarried couples are raised as gentiles. 3. Most of the 30% who are raised Jewish have no interest in Jews and Judaism, intermarry and vanish from the Jewish horizon. My reaction produced my article: 

"Intermarriage Endangers You and Israel!

Curb and Stop it! How?

No Jewish Continuityח"ו  without Mikva!"
    For the UJC GA, I have prepared two 4'x13' and two 4'x8' signs of my article's headline, to be installed on the roof of the old ambulance billboard, from where it would be seen throughout the Expo.

The management forbade installing it on the roof and I had to place them on the wall and floor of my triple space booth on Friday for the Expo that will start on Sunday. On my arrival to the Expo, Sunday, none of my 4 signs were in the booth. A letter from the UJC addressed to me, informed that: "the signs were removed due to their content." After frustrating negotiations, they agreed to return the signs, on condition that I will cut, far from the public scrutinizing eyes, the top 2 lines about intermarriage. In addition, the location of my reserved booth for the next year Expo was switched to the furthest away, less frequented, last aisle of the Expo, and all my signs must be censored to be approved. All this, in the USA, a bastion for the freedom of speech and at time that three other booths were permitted to encourage opposite ideas: 1. Professing intermarriage between Jews and Arabs in the State of Israel. 2. Encouraging and facilitating conversion to Judaism and welcoming Jews by choice. 3. Advocating the Karaaite religion.   

    To sum it up: the above story proves how deep and painful is already the problem of intermarriage. Nevertheless, the UJC leadership and administration, are trying to suppress it from being brought to the public eye and from open discussion, although it is a vital issue to Jewish survival. Unfortunately, resistance to treat this crucial problem and even to distribute Mikva education outreach materials exists in many other circles too. Therefore it should serve as an additional reason for you to read the above mentioned article and our booklet "To Stand Alone with G-d," and get involved in Mikva outreach.
    10 Million Jews are in danger of assimilation and intermarriage! Our problem is beyond numbers. The Jewish people can and will persevere even as the smallest of all nations. Our main problem is that the option to intermarry is an insult to our Jewish heritage and our Creator, Blessed Be He, whose vengeful wrath endangers all of us, ח"ו. It happened in the "Shitim," where one quarter of our people were involved with the daughters of "Moav" and G-d killed them all. Only the bold and daring protest of Pinchas stopped the process and was able to appease the wrath of G-d who planned, due to the lack of protest to annihilate the Nation of Israel. Intermarriage struck again in Germany. Nazism ימ"ש, rose in wake of it, endangered Jews world over, and who knows, if the Holocaust which destroyed one third of our people, was not in part due to it! Our problems today, in the land of Israel and around the world might also be, in part, due to the Spiritual Holocaust that results when over half of our people in the Diaspora intermarry. To ensure that history will not repeat itself we must curb and stop intermarriage. Nowadays, our most effective means to deter the Spiritual Holocaust of intermarriage is "Mikva Education Outreach." By promoting Purity which leads to Sanctity, and thus creating an appreciation of being part of a holy nation, those involved will realize what they stand to lose by marrying out of the faith, and it will inoculate them against intermarriage. (Bamidbar 25, Ramban). 
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  In Merit of your involvement and/or support of this great Mitzva of Mikva outreach, May Hashem bless and protect you and yours !! 
בס"ד                                                                                                                                                            כ"ז טבת תשס"ז – (Jan.17.07)
To all Rabbis and Leadership of the Greater Los Angeles Jewish Community.

Y O U R S  and  Our People's Survival was and will be in merit that: A L L  of our people Learn and Observe MIKVA! (Sanhedrin 94) Consequently, to save Yourself and Our People, 
it is not enough, and too easy, just to recite additional prayers, increase your charity etc. 
Mikva Promotion is also a must!

Create committees to bring the message of Mikva to ALL  our people! Request and distribute 
revealing & inspiring Mikva educational materials!
Support Mikva Outreach,  and those dedicated to it !
    Although the percentage of your city's total Jewish populace Mikva observance is mediocre, and the benefit of Mikva outreach is already well established, too little is being done in order to change this situation, even though it is clearly possible to increase the Mikva awareness, as you may see from the 34 testimonials on page 25 of my brochure.

   I have devoted the last thirty years of my life to Mikva outreach. In the wake of my presence at the United Jewish Communities General Assembly Expo, which was held in L.A. Nov.12-14, I have taken it upon myself to improve also the Mikva awareness in L.A. by investing my resources in a Mikva awareness campaign for approximately two months with positive results. 

    However, 'מלמד שמתרשל בתלמודו, הרי זה בכלל': "... עושה מלאכת ה' רמיה"'! a negligent teacher is … for doing G-d’s task unfaithfully!” (D’varim 27:26, Yirmiyahu 48:10, Baba-Basra 21, Yoreh-De’ah 245:17),  Furthermore, no one can contest that our mobile Mikva billboard presence and the distribution of over 10,000 Mikva outreach educational materials has not significantly increased the awareness of the importance of Taharat Hamishpacha in Greater Los Angeles. Among others, many apparently non-observant young ladies stopped at our mobile Mikva billboard in the midst of your city, requesting Mikva explanation materials, while thanking and lauding our presence in your community. The enclosed local testimonial letter will attest that our materials are beneficial also for Rabbis and observant people, as stated by Rabbi Yitzchak Silberstein שליט"א, from Kiryat Elchanan, Bnai-Brak, on page 8. 

    My out of pocket costs for promoting Mikva awareness throughout L.A., including the UJC, GA Expo, were over $35,000. One third I raised in other cities for the Mikva outreach operation in Los Angeles. I hereby appeal to your sense of generosity. Please help me return home to Israel free from the $20,000 new debts incurred in Los Angeles, which represents less than 2/3 of the total expenses. 

   It will take no more than $1500 raised by each recipient of this letter to pay off this debt. Granted, some Rabbis have only a small number of followers, and for them even $1000 is beyond their member's means. But this will be offset by more generous support from others, larger synagogues with more capable members. 

    Note that I do not ask anything for myself. Please be informed, that I have been laboring for 30 years without a salary, besides investing my own funds. On top of this,  I still carry a debt load resulting from 30 years of Mikva outreach campaigns that came from work done in communities were fundraising was impossible. However, it would be disgraceful, were I forced to leave L.A. with such a deficit.

    Indeed, one local Rabbi from North Hollywood took the initiative and invited me to lecture 20 minutes Shabbat morning. His synagogue's members realized the importance of my work, and on the following Sunday, without any solicitation, the Rabbi, raised within a few minutes a sum of $1000.  Some synagogues might not be able to reach this same amount, while others can easily raise more.

    From the thousands of return envelopes distributed personally and with my brochures only 14 were returned with a total of only $400. But, none of them were from the community's leadership who promised to assist.  The lack of action of the leaders certainly influences their rank & file. I did not anticipate such a difficulty to raise the necessary funds for your own city's campaign, nor a resistance, lack of interest and cooperation from the leadership. Due to age and health, I lack the strength to raise the funds by myself. However, together, and with a good will the task should not be too difficult to achieve. 

   Please help me return home unencumbered with an additional Los Angeles debt-load.

    Thank you.     

   בכבוד התורה 

    Respectfully yours,

    Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד
LA, CA: c/o Torah Ohr, 7200 Beverly Bld. 90036.  Brooklyn, NY: 1360-44 St. 11219. Israel: Rambam St. 5/12, Elad 48900. 

