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Mikva Outreach Affects the Totality of Klal Yisrael 
for which All of Us Share Equal Responsibility!
     The Eugene, Oregon Story: How Our Mikva Outreach Inspired a Liberal American Community to Observe Family Sanctity while using a Cold, Dangerous River Until They Built Their Own Kosher Mikva, and became a Totally Committed Congregation.

Why Mikva? The sweetest one word parents love to hear from their children is: ”Mommy!” or “Daddy!” Described in one word as “Recognition.” G-d Has created the entire universe to benefit us, His children. In return He requires from us “Recognition.”
However, a busy human being, as long as he has the necessities of life and is free from existential threats, might not find time, heart and mind to recognize his Creator. The various stimuli constantly bombarding our five senses, create a sensory overload and gives us a distorted picture of our situation in time and space. Like a drunk… we might feel high even at the brink of disaster. 

Immersion in a Mikva affords us to recognize G-d, Even in good times. Even when we have bread on the table and do not need the doctor yet.

By immersing in the Mikva, after temporarily removing all our protective garments, leaving behind all our worldly possessions and deprived of oxygen, we realize our vulnerability and achieve a total isolation from the world around us, a shutdown of the countless perceptions that distract us from the issues that urgently require our attention. Under the waters of the Mikva, We Stand Alone With G-d, feel a closeness to him, and arrive at the right conclusion, that we cannot solve our problems without G-d’s help. Therefore, it is unfair to ask G-d to fulfill our wishes before we strive to fulfill His. This realization may move us to shed a tear even in good times, and pray for G-d’s salvation for ourselves, our families, and the community at large. Thus, immersion leads to repentance, making Peace With Heaven which is a condition for Peace and contentment On Earth, and achieving the state of Purity that Leads To Sanctity.

Shalom – Peace, means much more than no war. Shalom, from the root of Shalem – Wholesomeness, also means: health, Nachat, prosperity, and contentment, of which all of us are in dire need. Therefore, Rashi concludes: “Without peace all is worthless.”

Question: Why is Mikva a priority? Why touch the most private point of our life, which concern only the relationship between man and his G-d, when there are burning national problems of life and death, peace and war, in Israel and around the world?

Answer: Only by treating the cause, can we assure a perfect cure of the symptoms. We cannot have peace on earth unless we first make peace with Heaven. As we recite in our prayers, more then 10 times daily, “Oseh Shalom Bimromav, Hu Ya’ase Shalom Aleinu.” Immersing in the Mikva is striving to make peace with Heaven.

Question: Why a special campaign for Mikva? 

Answer: Immersion is the only Mitzva described as: “Mikva Yisrael Moshi’o” – “The Hope of Yisrael and its Salvation,” and each one of us greatly needs salvation, on the personal as on the national level. Consequently, we exclaim over 100 times during our daily prayers: "ה' הושיעה" - “Hashem, Please Save us!” To this Prophet Yirmiyahu responds: "מקוה * ישראל * מושיעו" – “Mikva is the Hope of Yisrael and its Salvation!” In other words: “If you need salvation, heed to observe Mikva!”
“Mikva” has two meanings: 1. Hope=Tikva. 2. A ritual immersion pool. However, we must remember that: “Yisrael,” in the singular form, in Tanach, denotes “Klal Yisrael,” our entire nation! 

Hence, Prophet Yirmiyahu’s warning: our Hope for Survival and G-d’s Salvation greatly Depends On All Jews Understanding and Observing Mikva.
Therefore, providing Mikva outreach educational materials, free of charge, to every not-yet-observing Jew, is our first self-interest. We will be achieving preventive medicine: “Dealing with the Cause, in order to eliminate the Effects!” Some other reasons: Mikva inspires belief in G-d, the observance of all other Mitzvot, it impacts on the lives of our children and is the basis of our people’s continuity. Therefore, it has priority over other Mitzvot. 

 Question: Why must we support Mikva outreach when we have our own Mikva and our people observe the Mitzva?

Answer: A. Our salvation is greatly dependent upon the totality of our people understanding and observing Mikva. Therefore, Mikva outreach impacts the destiny of each one of us b in many ways.

B.  Just as local taxes do not exempt us from federal taxes, local Mikva efforts do not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations. Give a chance to other Jews to understand and observe Mikva. The heavenly blessings and reward you will gain, is certainly worth your investment. 

Question: How could we start with Mikva, before other Mitzvoth?

Answer: It is a wrong assumption that people do not observe Mikva because they are non-observant. Most often the reason is to the contrary. Many of our people are non-observant only because of ignorance and non-observance of Mikva. Our experience proves that just as at Sinai, where immersion was a condition to receive and observe the Torah, today too, if presented properly, Mikva can be the first Mitzva to be observed even by assimilated Jews, and become a step toward total commitments. At the 1997 CAJE conference, a married young Hebrew school principal and educator confessed to me: “Reading part of the Mikva material received from you was very inspiring. Unfortunately” she said, “I never had the chance to observe Mikva, only because I was born Jewish and did not need conversion.” How sad that even some of those charged with the transmission of our heritage are ignorant about our most basic Mitzva of Mikva.

Survival / Mikva=Tikva=Hope has many documented cases proving the following facts: 

1. Immersion can be the first Mitzva to be accepted and observed by a non-observant person, especially because the private nature of the Mitzva spares one the need to overcome socio-economic problems or negative peer pressure. (“Results” # 7)
2.  No future parents would consciously deny their child the blessings of being conceived and born in purity and sanctity, The Gift We Can Give Our Children only Once  In Their Lifetime! (“Results” # 13)
3.  The experience of Immersion has, in addition, a tremendous power to inspire total commitment to the observance of Mitzvot. (“Results” #7)
Question: How can so many Jewish people, the most educated people on Earth, be uninformed or misinformed regarding this most basic concept of Judaism, which is nothing less than “The Hope of Israel?”
Answer: The sensitivity of the subject creates a mental block for many of those who need to know. For others, the desire to justify their decision to ignore their obligation engenders disrespect. Survival / Mikva=Tikva=Hope had succeeded in overcoming these obstacles by developing a non-threatening way to teach the subject in an attractive form to people of all ages, genders and persuasions. (“Results” #8)

Question: Non-observance of Mikva and Intermarriage – What is the connection?

Answer: Intermarriage can only be stopped if all Jews perceive the special calling and the sanctity of our people. They will then realize what they have to loose by marring out. Mikva develops a powerful Sixth Sense – the “Purity that leads to Sanctity” – the understanding of the importance, merit and blessing of being a Jew. Therefore, without Mikva there is No Hope – No Tikva to stop intermarriage.      

Question: How many Mikvas have you built?

Answer: We do not build Mikvas! We create Mikva awareness and observance. Consequently, many Mikvas have been built, worldwide, by the people we have reached and inspired. Our main objective is to inspire the totality of our people to observe Mikva. The basic cost of building a Mikva is not an issue. Any community that can afford to reside in houses instead of caves, and drive cars instead of camels, can easily afford to build warm, comfortable, kosher Mikvas. A Mikva can be built for as little as the difference in price between a basic and a luxury car, both of which can bring us in the same time to the same place. Essentially, people have the means to get what they need and desire. If a community does not possess a Mikva, it is only because they have no “need” for it, because they neither understand nor observe the Mitzva. Before providing them with the funds to build their Mikva, which will go largely unused, we must conduct a Mikva outreach campaign, in order to fulfill the following goals we are striving for: 1. Convincing the community to observe Mikva. 2. Then, they will be happy to invest their own resources to build their Mikva. 3. The Mikva will be more meaningful to them, because they built it by themselves, with love and understanding. 

It is imperative to solicit every Jewish family in the community, even  for just a token donation, because with their funds they invest also their soul, and because of it they will acquire greater interest to learn and understand Mikva.  

In other words: for the price of building one Mikva, with Mikva outreach we can get thousands of Jews to understand, observe and build Mikvas. Prompting Jews to observe Mikva is much more important than building the structures for them. For those who want to observe the Mitzva there are many options. Until they will build their own Mikva, they can temporarily travel, or move, to a community that possesses one; or use a natural Mikva, such as a spring, well, river, lake or sea. However, those we will not reach, will not observe the Mitzva! Therefore, we maintain, that every community who contemplates building a Mikva should first invest at least 20% of their budget in Mikva outreach to their entire community, plus a recommended 10% of their budget for global outreach. 

The Eugene, Oregon community Mikva, which was built with much of our input, will enter the Mikva annals, proving that, even in America, families belonging to a liberal congregation can be inspired by our outreach materials to observe Family Purity. Originally, these working families took the risk to immerse in the cold, polluted and dangerous Willamette River because they did not have the time to make the 11- hour round trip to the closest Mikva in Portland, Oregon. They finally built their own beautiful and spacious Mikva, in the yard of one of their members. It was expected, in 5758 to cost $10,000, and after some extra, optional expenses, wound up costing a total of only $25,000. More important, the group that built the Mikva became a totally committed congregation. (“Results” #6)     

 Dedicated To the Best, Please, Do Not Neglect the Rest!

On Yom Kippur in the Holy Temple, two he-goats are offered, to atone for the sins of Israel. One “L’Hashem,” for G-d, and the other is sent “La’Aza’zel” to the wilderness. They must be identical in appearance, size, value and time of purchase. Our atonement is miraculously acknowledged by a scarlet ribbon turning to snow-white, at the exact same instant that the goat is delivered to the wilderness.

Why not all “L’Hashem?” Our atonement is conditional on giving identical serious consideration even to the less fortunate – to those who are in the spiritual wilderness, with which we have no connection.

In this vein, we must respectfully ask that each one of us should consider donating regularly to SURVIVAL / Mikva=Tikva=Hope – Mikva Outreach Global Programs at least an “IDENTICAL” token donation to the amount of our family’s yearly expenditure of Mikva. In addition, it might be appropriate to grant 10% of our donation to our community Mikva building fund, plus some personal involvement.

To be effective, a dentist must inject his patient with sufficient painkiller. If he does not, pain relief will not occur at all.

Similarly, programs of Survival / Mikva=Tikva=Hope must be given sufficient support to cure the critical spiritual “illness” of our time.

People donate to hospitals while praying never to be in need of them. Non-observant Jews may donate to Torah Institutions because they value education. In contrast, however, due to its sensitivity, only people who appreciate Mikva can be solicited to support Mikva outreach. Therefore, we depend on the generosity of a minute percentage of our people to help us bring the message to so many others.

Nowadays, Mikva outreach is unfortunately a problem for Klal Yisrael worldwide, and its non-observance affects all of us. Therefore, the obligation and commitments of each one of us to this issue are equal. לא תעמוד על דם רעך “Do not stand still over the blood of your fellow.” If you cannot save him yourself, at least do not remain passive. Support in a meaningful way those who are doing the task for us.

Immersion in a Mikva is a vehicle for making peace with Heaven. Therefore, Mikva outreach deals with cause rather than with the effects of the problems facing our people. Therefore, it will realize the greatest benefits in return for our investments. Supporting Mikva outreach will bestow blessings upon our homes as expressed by Prophet Yirmiyahu (14:8, 17:13): “Mikva Yisrael Hashem, Mo’shi’o” – Israel’s observance of Mikva is a condition to G-d’s Salvation.” – Bi’mhera B’yameinu, Amen! Please Help Us Help Klal-Yisrael.        

