B"H

First in the Waters
Or Immerse in a Spring

Shabbat Vayikra 5759 – (7.13.98), in the newest and largest Persian Jews synagogue of Great Neck, NY. Animosity against Mikva, by a small group of people, due to my Mikva=Tikva billboard van, that was prominently parked near the entrance of the synagogue. They expressed themselves openly against Mikva. Few told me, that I should not have came to such a synagogue where so many people do not believe in Mikva. They asked me, why I came, and why parked without permission, and in a place where they could not, not see it. I explained that I travel to spend every Shabbat in a different Synagogue, for two reasons, either to bring the message of Mikva, or in observant synagogue in an effort to raise the necessary funds for our activities. I planned to Park my van near the Ashkenazic Young Israel, but they had only a miniature parking where my truck do not fit, and in Great Neck it is forbidden to park overnight on the street. Seeing my dilemma, a young lady stooped her car and gave me the names and addresses of 3 synagogues that have parking lots. The first, the Large Aschkenazic synagogue, that also contain the tiny Mikva of Great Neck, where I was already 5 years ago with my Museum of the Mikva van, and 2 new Parsian synagogues on the same street. I drove to see them, and opted on the larger one. As I stopped my truck to consider the entrance the parking yard, a small car stopped parallel to me in the middle of the road, the young middle age driver asked me what do I do in Great Neck, and told me: “you must go to the Steam Boat Rd. synagogue. They are the largest and the richest, although I don’t think they are going to give you their riches.” Traffic was building up behind him, blowing the horns, and he drove away. The sun was speeding down, I asked directions, looked at the map, for the long 2 miles drive, and decided to take the risk to arrive before Candle Lighting time. Thank G-d I did not make any travel mistakes, and arrived just 2 minutes before Candle Lighting. I parked my van the first at the entrance to the parking, then the manager of the synagogue told me, that this space is reserved for those who come driving on Shabbat. There is a separate parking space for Shabbat observers. I explained him that my car is a display vehicle, and I wish to be parked in a prominent place. Where every one will see it, therefore I prefer to be the first in the entrance. He ordered me to follow him, and parked me at the gate where all those who drive on the Shabbat, have to walk through to arrive to their cars. Friday night there were only few cars that drove away after services from the huge parking lot, Saturday morning it was jammed with over one hundred cars in the huge parking lot and in the synagogue there were over five hundred people. I never heard such a noise of people talking during in the synagogue. However during the reading from the Torah, there was an absolute silence. 
One of them exclaimed: To immerse in a Mikva is a danger to attract diseases!
Here are the answers I gave him:
1. Today, the waters in most Mikvas are cleaner than the water in public swimming pools.

2. The waters in most Mikvas are changed daily and certainly more often than the waters in public pools.

3. The waters are periodically checked and controlled by medical personal, and chemicals to prevent diseases transmission are added.

4. I have never heard yet about any one who has attracted any sickness from the waters of the Mikva.

5. If this is not enough for you, you can come early to immerse, and be the 
first in the waters of the Mikva, after they have been changed.

6. If this is not enough for you, you can immerse in a spring where the waters are continuously changing or in the ocean.

7. We cannot pass life, without taking risks. So many people die daily in car accidents, nevertheless you do drive your car daily, or take a bus ride.
8. In the middle-age, when millions of people died from a plague connected to the water system, no one Jew died, although they religiously immersed the Mikvas daily.

9. If and when you observe G-d's commandments, you get extra protections in all your endeavors.

10.  "Mikva is the Salvation of the Jewish People in Time of Distress"! Exclaimed the Prophet Yirmiyahu, (14:8, 17:13).    

