בס"ד                                                                                                                                                                                                                H”B
חנכו אותם בצעירותם - "תינוק ותינוקת" תחילה
להטביל כלים במקוה כלים!

MIKVA KELIM

FOOD UTENSILS MIKVA

“Metal food utensils must be purified 

by immersion in a Mikva.”

Another reason for Mikva Kelim - New food utensils, those created by materials whose substance was transformed through man’s intellect and labor from the earth, including metals, glass and certain glazed porcelain, and excluding wood and some plastic utensils, need to be immersed in a Mikva. Why?
*G-d has elevated the human being above all creatures by providing us with superior mental faculties, and the ability to exercise a limited mastery over everything on earth. Man’s ability to produce vessels of metal, glass or glazed ceramics, those made of processed metal ore, sand and earth, is one of the first and most basic applications of human intelligence and control over nature. By contrast, the necessity to eat to physically sustain our bodies is a constant reminder of the animal components in man's fundamental nature.
When we use a metal or glass utensil for eating, we are using, but also, in a way, degrading man's highest mental faculties by utilizing them to serve our animal needs. The Torah therefore requires us to inject an element of the spiritual into the process, in order to elevate even this most physical of man's activities to the realm of the divine. Before we are allowed to use a new metal or glass utensil to prepare or serve food, we must first elevate it to a level of holiness by immersing it in a Mikva since “they have now exited defilement and entered the holiness of Yisrael.” Immersing our food utensils will sanctify every bit of food that we prepare and serve in them just as the consecrated vessels of the Holy Temple sanctified all that was placed in them.                                                    

*Adapted by Imanuel Ravad from Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsh as explained in “Water of Eden” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, page 26.

We must build, in front of our schools and synagogues, in a prominent place, a Kelim Mikva, as an educational tool and a springboard to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience, and take it out of forced hiding. Decorate it nicely with Mikva slogans on suitable signs, to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people learning and observing Mikva, and G-d willing, in that merit, Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved!

"אנו ואחינו... נתונים בצרה"! -   “We, and our brothers, are in trouble!!”

S A V E  Yerushalayim and  OUR  Communities!

Anyone Can! Everyone Should! Find out what  Y O U  must do!
Our problems are neither political nor economical; therefore, they cannot be resolved as such. “Running away from G-d, and from our obligations, is the cause of this Great Storm!” “Sins are our stumbling blocks!” - “Return O Yisrael to Hashem!” “Return” means “Repent” and Repentance requires immersion – since “Sin Defiles,” as it is written: “Cleanse me from my Sins,” and “Immersion in the water of the Mikva Purifies!” Immersion is an inspiring spiritual experience, rebirth and renewal, draws us closer to Hashem – To Stand Alone With G-d! 

Three times daily, during the weekday “Amida” prayer, we implore G-d to merit a “perfect repentance.” Since ‘Repentance requires immersion,’ hence, beyond preparing heart and mind for prayer and reaching for purity and sanctity heights, especially in honor of the Shabbat, holidays and High Holidays, and life cycle events, such as, the bridegroom on the day of his marriage, the father, Mohel and Sandak before the Brith - (Circumcision), etc. “Perfect Repentance” calls for a daily immersion before morning prayers, whenever possible. Without repentance, there is no salvation! 
The Prophet Yirmiyahu exhorts us:

 "מקוה ישראל ה' מושיעו"! –  Mikva Yisrael Hashem, Moshi’o!"”
Our Hope for Survival and G-d’s Salvation depends upon our acceptance of the responsibility to educate the TOTALITY of Yisrael, children, men and women, young and old, without any exception, to learn and observe the Mitzva of Mikva!

This prophecy was also realized over 2700 years ago, when millions of soldiers besieged Yerushalayim to destroy the city. All of them died miraculously, precisely at midnight, before shooting even one arrow. It is recorded in the Bible and Talmud, that Yerushalayim was saved in the merit of “Learning and Observing Mikva, by all Jews without any exception, starting with young boys and girls.” Only five enemy generals were spared, for them to publicize the miracle worldwide, and to obligate us to remain devoted to Purity and Sanctity, or else…(G-d forbid)! History repeats itself; hence, to save Yerushalayim and OUR communities today, to help ourselves and our people Yisrael, it is not enough just to recite another chapter of T’hilim or to contribute more $$! 

Promoting Mikva observance is also mandatory!

Mikva=Tikva=Hope!  No Mikva - No Tikva! No Hope – No Salvation! No Jewish Continuity, G-d Forbid!

Their   M i k v a  is also  O U R   T i k v a  -  Our Hope ! 
“Oseh Shalom Bimromav... !” Mikva Makes Peace in His Heights, between Israel and our Father in Heaven, as a prerequisite for ‘G-d in His compassion to confer peace upon us, and upon all Israel.’ 

G-d promised and proclaimed to our forefather Avraham: 

Without Peace for us Jews, there would be No Peace for the World!  
We must start them young! 

Therefore, introduce children to the subjects of: “Repentance requires immersion” and

MIKVA KELIM

FOOD UTENSILS MIKVA


Another reason for Mikva - There is a fundamental connection between the concept of Mikva, accepting and learning Torah, and becoming the Jewish people at Sinai. Before accepting the Torah, every member of our people, men and women, young and old, was required to immerse in the Mikva in order to become a part of the Jewish people. Why? 

The Torah has no practical value without recognizing that G-d, as our Creator, has the right and power to demand from us to observe His laws and become a part of His holy and beloved nation! However, in order to merit reward, G-d gave Man free choice to believe or deny the existence of his Creator. 

The sweetest words parents love to hear from their children are “Daddy” or “Mommy,” which are expressions of recognition. So, too, Man is required to recognize his Creator. Two of the roads that lead to belief in G-d and to recognizing Him, are:

     1. The threatening hard way, while facing severe hardships or the risk of losing one’s life, when every human being recognizes his Creator and exclaims:  “Oh  G-d!   P l e a s e   H e l p   M e !!”
     2. Mikva immersion – the preferred easy way. While immersed in the Mikva, deprived of oxygen, we attain total isolation from the world around us and realize our vulnerability. This compels the recognition of G-d, and absolute obedience to His commandments, out of free choice, without external threats of life. As we approach the separating gate between life and death, we lose the option of free choice; a supreme power is forcing us to recognize G-d. 

G-d has created the entire universe to benefit us, His children. In return He requires of us “Recognition.” However, a busy human being, as long as he has the necessities of life and is free from existential threats, might not find the time, heart or mind to recognize his Creator. The various stimuli constantly bombarding our Five Senses create a “sensory overload” and give us a distorted picture of our situation in time and space. Like a drunkard we might feel high, even at the brink of disaster. Immersion in the Mikva compels us to recognize G-d, even when we have bread on the table and do not yet need the doctor. By immersing in the Mikva, after temporarily removing all of our protective garments, leaving behind all our worldly possessions and deprived of oxygen, we realize our vulnerability and achieve a total isolation from the world around us, disconnecting our Five Senses from external stimulation that distract us from the issues that urgently require our attention. Under the waters of the Mikva, we “Stand Alone With G-d,” we recognize and feel closeness to Him, and arrive at the right conclusion, that we cannot solve our problems without G-d’s help. Therefore, it is unfair to ask G-d to fulfill our wishes before we strive to fulfill His. This realization may move us to shed a tear and pray for G-d’s salvation for ourselves, our families and the community at large. “The Gates of Tears are never locked.” Thus, immersion leads to repentance, making peace with Heaven which is a condition for Peace and contentment on Earth, and achieving the state of Purity that Leads To Sanctity. 

Since the destruction of the Holy Temple in Yerushalayim, some of the Mikva laws, for practical reasons only, cannot be observed. However, none of them have been abolished, and all of them will be in full force, the moment the Holy Temple is rebuilt, “speedily in our days.” Consequently, the obligation to learn all the laws of Mikva must be practiced at all times, for young and old, men and women. 
         Hence, Mikva remains fundamental to Jewish communal life, as we see from the laws that require us to build a Mikva even before a synagogue, in any new Jewish community, and the requirement for each Jewish family to live in a community within safe walking distance of a Mikva.

“You should lead a Holy life!” “Because You Are a Holy nation Unto Hashem.” “Your sanctity derives from your parents!”

  “Purity Leads To Sanctity.” “Immersion in the water of the Mikva purifies!” 

Therefore, “Purify yourself Before Hashem!”

* * * * *

KADOSH!  Holy!   KADOSH!  Holy!   KADOSH!  Holy!
Hashem has ordered us to sanctify ourselves in three spheres:


1. Sanctifying “our Time” by respecting the Shabbat and Holidays.

2. Sanctifying “the Food that keeps us alive,” by following the laws of Kashrut, and 


3. Sanctifying “the Continuation of our lives,” through observance of Family Purity and Sanctity laws. 

Build Your Family in Purity and Sanctity and “Bring a Blessing Upon Your Home!”

“This gift can be received only once in our lifetime.”   

Another reason why Repentance Requires Immersion! 
Sin is a rebellion against G-d, and is most often rooted in two errors: 1. Vanity and false pride: As long as our lives are not threatened we are seduced into thinking that no one may tell us what to do. 2. Unrealistic calculation of the consequences of an insignificant human being, relative to the greatness and strength of the Creator of Heaven and Earth, having the audacity to rebel against his Maker. Therefore, it is impossible to repent before reversing these traits into humility and realistic evaluation. Mikva immersion assists us by: 1. Requiring us to temporarily discard all our clothing that bestow upon us dignity and pride. Standing bare at the Mikva undoes our false pride and moves us to ultimate humility. 2. Under the water, the supply of life-giving oxygen is temporarily cut off and we realize our weakness and frailty and become realistic. While short of breath and feeling like it is a moment before the end, every human being recognizes his Creator and asks forgiveness for his sins. Repentance requires humility and realistic evaluation, and Mikva immersion provides them; therefore, repentance requires immersion. “Return the day before your death!” Since no one knows the day of his death, it is proper to immerse daily, aside from the need for Purity and Sanctity. 

(Breshit 12:3, Vayikra 11:36, 16:30, 19:2, Bamidbar 31:23, D’varim 14:2 - Rashi, Kings 2, 18-20, Yeshayahu 36-39, Divrai Hayamim 2’ 29-32, Hagada shel Pessach – “It happened at Midnight”, Yirmiyahu 14:8, 17:13, Yechzkel 36:25, 44:30, Yona, Hoshe’a 14, Tehilim 51:4, Iyov 25:2 - Kadish, Sanhedrin 94-96 - Maharsha, Sota 9:15, Zvahim 86, Avot 2:15, Yerushalmi, Avoda Zara 5:15, Or Zarua 1:20,).
*  *  *  *  *

RESPECT  for   O u r   FLAG!   RESPECT   Y o u r   Jewish Name & Identity!

    Fundamental respect for any national flag demands it’s flying on the right side in the presence of a foreign flag!

          Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands using your Jewish name even if you are known by a non-Jewish name.

     “Our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in the merit of our respect for our heritage, by using only our Jewish names… and observing Mikva, which did not allow any assimilation and intermarriage process.” 

(Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5).

Request & Distribute Inspiring & Revealing Materials: 

SURVIVAL / Mikva-Tikva=Hope / No Mikva – No Tikva / Mikva Outreach Global Programs.

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: Rechov Hansihim 17-b’, Petah-Mikva=Tikva 49550.

The above is excerpted from the book: Mikva – To Stand Alone With G-d. – Not For Men Only (also Utensils Mikva), Discover Why?. 

© by Imanuel Ravad, 19 Tevet 5765 – (31.12.’04). mikva-tikva-hope.org

Address and Telephone of the Nearest Mikva Kelim:
בס"ד

B u i l d   a   K a y l i m   (Food U t e n s i l)   M i k v a 
in front of your Synagogue, School & JCC!  W h y ? ?

The very least, please post the front of this poster in a prominent place!!
     During the last CAJE* 29 convention, Rosh Chodesh Elul 5764 – (8/17/04), a booth representative of a prominent Midwest Jewish service organization approached me and exclaimed, “We must thank you for displaying your impressive Mikva=Tikva billboard vehicle to our convention. I never saw anything like that before, and it forced me to plunge a little deeper into Jewish thinking. However, could you please explain me, I recognize the word Tikva as the National Anthem of the State of Israel, but what is the meaning of Mikva, a word that I never heard, seen nor encountered before, during my life time?” To give him the proper reply, I posed a few questions to him whom he answered: “Excuse my asking, are you Jewish?” “Certainly!” I was born Jewish and we belong to a synagogue, where I attended Sunday and Hebrew school, and even was duly Bar-Mitzvahed, but never before in my 27 years of living did I hear the word Mikva. Could you please explain its meaning?”

     When my poster and flyer campaign for Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikvas to be built in a manner that they will be seen and noticed by all Jewish eyes each time they come to a synagogue, Jewish school and JCC’s, was launched, I did not realize how urgent the need is for such an undertaking! Due to the sensitivity of the Mitzva of Family Purity, even our most beautiful, multi-million Dollars Mikva palaces are hidden from the public eye. Consequently, too many of our people, like our Midwest young man above, have never heard about, or seen, a Mikva in their lives, although there are quite a few Mikvas in the city where our “hero” dwells. This is one of the reasons why the Mitzva of immersion, in spite of being one of our most basic commandments, is nevertheless one of the most neglected. 

     To overcome this problem, we must take a lesson from Sanhedrin 94 where it is reported that non-sensitive laws of purity and sanctity were introduced at a very young age to boys and girls. This guarantees their observance of “Family Purity and Sanctity” at the proper age. As a result, in the merit of observing Mikva by the TOTALITY of our people, Yerushalayim and OUR communities were, and will once again be, saved. Nowadays, we should introduce some of the laws of purity and sanctity to young children via the vehicle of food utensils immersion, which is under Torah obligation even today. Since it is not a sensitive topic, there is no problem to teach it publicly to any age group. This gives us the opportunity to publicize the subject of Mikva, which is so greatly needed. Another non-sensitive avenue to introduce Mikva is through the edict of “Repentance Requires Immersion!” (Ohr Zarua 1:20). 

     The above anecdote should spur us on to: A. Building of Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikvas in prominent and appropriate locations in every synagogue, Jewish school and JCC. An impressive sign explaining the reasons for the need to immerse new food utensils in a Mikva, is educationally much more important then the Mikva itself, since there might be many hidden Food Utensils Mikvas in the community. The topic of Mikva must be often before our eyes, since there is a big difference between what we hear about seldom, perhaps accompanied by negative remarks, in contrast to what we see posted and explained. B. Introducing Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva into the curriculum of school-age children, practical suggestions for which, are:  

   1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, as adapted on our laminated posters and in “Waters of Eden,” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan.

   2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva, an example of which is our laminated 11” x 17” color poster.
   3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil, such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them personal pride in it.

   4. Photograph each child at the Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them a framed 11”x14” picture for them to hang in their room as a souvenir.
   5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for hanging in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school lobby.

     Hence, living with a meaningful picture, where the non-sensitive Mikva slogans are clearly and prominently displayed, there is a greater chance that, when grown up, Mikva will be part of their lives.
     These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world. 

However, if we want it to happen by the least observant,

we must start it by the most observant.
     Many illustrious Rabbis approve the project. 

 
Fatefully, a few days after the above encounter, 5 Elul 5764, I bumped into a philanthropist, who acquainted me with the 15 Mikvas he already built, the last of them at a cost of six million dollars. I argued: “It is high time to start promoting Mikvas, instead of just building them. Since for the amount it cost to build one Mikva, you can conduct a serious Mikva outreach campaign that will certainly result in many thousands of Jews starting to observe Mikva. They will also get the drive and find the means to build their own Mikvas by themselves. But if you insist upon building, rather then promoting, Mikvas, then, at least, build Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikvas, which will result with many more people observing Family Purity and Sanctity Mikva.” He answered, “Do you expect to find synagogues and schools who will agree to build a Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva in a prominent and appropriate place in their facilities? If you find them, I will fund them!” One day later, on 6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the undertaking, and, since then, a few more synagogues have agreed. The estimated cost Food Utensils Mikvas is $15,000 each. I have presented the generous contributor with a small list, of Food Utensils Mikvas to be built, but he did not respond. However, to place an impressive and an educational Food Utensils Mikvas sign, we do not need a generous contributor! Every school and synagogue can afford it! Please start with placing our enclosed sign!

Fatefully, a few days after the above encounter, 5 Elul 5764, I bumped into a philanthropist, who acquainted me with the 15 Mikvas he already built, the last of them at a cost of six million dollars. I argued: “It is high time to start promoting Mikvas, instead of just building them. Since for the amount it cost to build one Mikva, you can conduct a serious Mikva outreach campaign that will certainly result in many thousands of Jews starting to observe Mikva. They will also get the drive and find the means to build their own Mikvas by themselves. But if you insist upon building, rather then promoting, Mikvas, then, at least, build Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikvas, which will result with many more people observing Family Purity and Sanctity Mikva.” He answered, “Do you expect to find synagogues and schools who will agree to build a Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva in a prominent and appropriate place in their facilities? If you find them, I will fund them!” One day later, on 6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the undertaking, and, since then, a few more synagogues have agreed. However, we wish to present our generous contributor with a list of 100 Food Utensils Mikvas to be built; with the estimated cost of $15,000 each, plus certain asthetic requirement might vary from place to place. Nevertheless, the total amount will be much smaller than what he paid for the last Mikva he built!

     Hence, we propose to your community: If you need assistance with the funding, and/or exchange of ideas to satisfy your most demanding requirements of taste and decoration and more importantly, the explanation of the importance of Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva to your community, please send us your request signed by the Rabbi and President of your organization. We might also be able to help you in your general Mikva outreach campaigns, in other ways, such as: printed literature, advice in planning etc. Please write us about any of your particular needs and requests. We are eager to help you for the benefit and salvation of our people – מקוה ישראל ה', מושיעו.

     IN BRIEF: Build, in a prominent place in your school synagogue, or JCC, a Kaylim (Food Utensils) Mikva, as an educational tool. Its main objective will be its impressive sign, and explanation of the purpose of this Mikva, and immersion in general, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience. Take it out of forced hiding! Decorate your sign with Mikva slogans, to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit, Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved. 

© Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד © 21 Elul 5764 – (Sep.6.004) 

     *Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (8.15-19.004) convention, at Hofstra University, West Hempstead, NY, with the participation of 1500 Jewish schoolteachers, principals and Rabbis, from around the world, who are responsible for the Jewish education of over 1 million Jewish children. There were 100 exhibition booths of educational materials and services for the schools. A Mikva=Tikva booth was present, to distribute Mikva outreach materials to the convention attendees, beside lectures to the teachers). 

SURVIVAL / Mikva=Tikva=Hope / No Mikva – No Tikva / Mikva Outreach Global Programs,

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petah-Mikva=Tikva 49550

RESPECT for our FLAG!  Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!

     Fundamental respect for any national flag demands its flying on the right side in the presence of a foreign flag!

     Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands using your Jewish name even if you are known by a non-Jewish name.

     “Our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in the merit of our respect for our heritage, by using only our Jewish names… and observing Mikva, which did not allow any assimilation and intermarriage process.” (Vayikra Raba 32:5).

Respect to the Country of our Residence!
     We learn from our Forefather Ya’akov, that a Jew has an added obligation to respect and support the country of his residence, above and beyond its other citizens. (Breshit 33:18). A car, like a flag, represent with pride and honor the country of its production! Hence, driving a foreign car is like flying a foreign flag! The gentiles understand that deep in the heart of every Jew, there must be an emotional allegiance to our Holy Land of Yisrael, and its flag is flying high. However, they rightfully expect from us that, at least the second flag we fly should be of the country of our residence, from where we draw our livelihood and many other benefits. Reserving for our country of residence only the third place of honor, is contempt and a lack of –Hakarat Hatov – thankful recognition and appreciation for all the good and benefits we have drawn from the country where we live. It is not wise for anyone to draw his livelihood in one place, while dispensing all his revenues somewhere else. However, we have additional obligations beyond that, like: Mipnay Darkay Shalom – for the sake of peaceful relations, and to compensate for the false suspicion and accusation that we are not faithful enough to the country that shelters us. Therefore, regardless of the practice of other citizens, we Jews, if possible should prefer driving local cars and avoid foreign cars, which are considered as flying foreign flags, regardless of the country where these cars have been assembled and the ownership of their manufacturer.

By Imanuel Ravad, 2 Shvat 5765 – (12 Jan. ’05) 

Start Them Young!

To  S A V E  Yerushalayim and  O U R  Communities

The TOTALITY OF Our People Must Learn and Observe Mikva, Starting With Tinok and Tinoket

Teach Young Children, Immerse Utensils in a

Kaylim Mikva – Food Utensils Mikva

History repeats itself. In order to respond effectively to the great physical and spiritual dangers facing Yerushalayim and our communities today, we must learn the lessons from comparable past events and periods in Jewish history.

During the reign of King Chizkiyahu, 2704 years ago, Yerushalayim was threatened with total annihilation, when Sancheriv encircled the city with a mighty army of 185,000 officers and countless of soldiers. Miraculously, G-d
History repeats itself. In order to respond effectively to the great physical and spiritual dangers facing Yerushalayim and our communities today, we must learn the lessons from comparable past events and periods in Jewish history.

During the reign of King Chizkiyahu, 2704 years ago, Yerushalayim was threatened with total annihilation, when Sancheriv encircled the city with a mighty army of 185,000 officers and countless of soldiers. Miraculously, G-d’s angel destroyed this cruel army at midnight, before they got a chance to shoot a single arrow, due to the merit that the TOTALITY of our people, starting with “tinok and tinoket” - male and female children, learned Torah and observed the mitzva of Mikva (Sanhedrin 94-96). The obvious question is how children too young to understand the sensitive nature of Family Purity and Sanctity could gain any understanding of Mikva? The answer, according to the Maharsha, is that the children of that era were taught the laws of eating foods in a state of purity, relating to the practices in the time of the Temple in Yerushalayim.

Today, in the absence of the Temple, eating food in purity is not feasible, but we should start training our children at a young age in the laws of Mikva by teaching them the laws requiring the immersion of new food utensils in Mikva Kaylim - a Mikva designated for this purpose. If children are taught the laws of Tevilat Kaylim, which they can appreciate at an early age, they will more readily observe and understand the laws of Family Purity and Sanctity as they mature, since Mikva will already be part of their religious lives. This might be why the Talmud insists that the teaching of the Laws of Purity should be introduced to children at a young age of “Tinok and Tinoket.”


Here are some practical suggestions for introducing Mikva Kaylim into the curriculum of school-age children:

1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Shamson Rephael Hirsh, which is presented at the end of this essay.

2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, as seen on next page.

3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them a personal pride in it.


4. Photograph each child at the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them framed enlargement of the picture for them to put up in their room, as a souvenir and reminder.

5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for posting in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school hallways.


These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world.

IN BRIEF:

Build, in front to your school and synagogue, in a prominent place, a Kaylim Mikva, as an educational tool, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience, and take it out of forced hiding. Decorate it nicely with Mikva slogans on a suitable sign (such as the one on the next page), to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit,Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved.

c

     What is the rationale for conducting a special school campaign for the Mikva Kaylim?


Hashem has ordered us to sanctify ourselves in three spheres:

1. Sanctifying the time of our lives, Shabbat and Holidays.


2. Sanctifying the food that keeps us alive, by following the laws of Kashrus, and 

3. To sanctify the continuation of our lives through observance of Family Purity and Sanctity laws -

“The one gift we can give our children only once in their lifetime.”

There is a fundamental connection between accepting and learning Torah and the concept of Mikva. Before accepting the Torah, we learn that every member of our people, men and women, young as old, were required to immerse in the Mikva as a precondition to receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Mikva remains fundamental to Jewish communal life, as we see from the laws which require us to build a Mikva, even before a synagogue, in any new Jewish community, and the requirement for each Jewish family to live in a community within safe walking distance of a Mikva.

Unfortunately, this fundamental Mitzvah has become neglected because of the sensitive nature of the subject. The observances of the Mikva and the laws of the Mikva are among the least explained and understood, and as a result, the least observed Mitzvot.

This unfamiliarity is a basic part of the problem, because it fosters myths leading to the development of negative attitudes about the Mikva.

By contrast, most Jews, religious or not, have a basic understanding of Shabbat, and they encounter its observance quiet often, if not every week. Kashrus is another concept that Jews of all backgrounds encounter quite often on everyday food products bearing prominent Kashrus certifications on their wrappers. But Mikva is something that many Jews never encounter nor personally experience at all in their lives, making the negative stories and myths they may hear about Mikva more believable.

Some of the reluctance to discuss Mikva and make it a more open part of Jewish communal life is due to the sensitivity of the subject, as well as the Jewish concept of modesty, and the mysterious roots of these laws, whose practice, according to our traditions, originated with Adam and Chava - Eve, for the same reason that they were expelled from the Garden of Eden.

As a result, Jewish educators have been reluctant to teach young children about Mikva at a young age, but these sensitivities do not apply to the teaching of the laws of Mikva Kaylim. In fact, in the Torah, the only place that the word Mikva is mentioned in reference to immersion deals specifically with purifying food utensils, (Vayikra 31:32-36).

By teaching it in the context of Tvilat Kaylim, the concept of Mikva can be introduced and explained to children of all backgrounds and ages without any fear of touching on sensitive questions. As they mature and have to learn the laws of Family Purity and Sanctity, Mikva will already be part of their lives.

What is the reason that many new food utensils, specifically those made out of materials from the earth, including metals, glass and glass-covered ceramics, and excluding wood and some plastic utensils, need to be immersed in a Mikva?

*G-d has elevated the human being above all creatures by providing us with superior mental faculties, and the ability to exercise a limited mastery over everything else on earth. Man’s ability to produce vessels out of glass, metal or glazed ceramic, made of processed metal ore, sand and earth, is one of the first and most basic applications of human intelligence and control over nature. By contrast, the necessity to eat to physically sustain our bodies is a constant reminder of the animal components in man's fundamental nature.
When we use a metal or glass utensil for eating, we are using but also symbolically insulting man's highest mental faculties by using it to serve our animal nature. The Torah, therefore requires us to inject an element of the spiritual into the process, in order to elevate even this most physical of man's activities to the realm of sanctity. Therefore, before we are allowed to use a new metal or glass utensil to prepare or serve food, we must first elevate it to a level of holiness by immersing it in a Mikva. By immersing utensil, it takes on some of the spiritual qualities of the consecrated vessels of the Holy Temple, which sanctified anything that was placed in them. Immersing our new food utensils will help to sanctify every piece of food which we prepare and serve in them.
*Adapted from Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsh as explained in “Water of Eden” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, page 26.

Support Mikva Outreach
Please consider donating a token amount equal to your annual expenditure on Mikva for the daily and monthly use. Any contribution will be gratefully accepted. May it bestow blessings upon your home. 

For information and to send a tax deductible contribution, write:

Survival/Mikva-Tikva=Hope / Mikva Outreach Global Programs 

USA: 1360 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219


ISRAEL: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petach-Mikva=Tikva 49550
© Copyright 2003 by Imanuel Ravad. Sivan 1, 5763-45th day of the Omer / (June 1, ‘03).

בס"ד

Build a Kaylim (Utensil) Mikva in front of your Synagogue, School & JCC! Why?
   During the last CAJE* 29 convention, Rosh Chodesh Elul 5764 – (8/17/04), a booth representative of a prominent Midwest Jewish service organization approached me and exclaimed, “We must thank you for displaying your impressive Mikva=Tikva billboard vehicle to our convention. I never saw anything like that before, and it forced me to plunge a little deeper into Jewish thinking. However, could you please explain me, I recognize the word Tikva as the National Anthem of the State of Israel, but what is the meaning of Mikva, a word that I never heard, seen nor encountered before, during my life time?” To give him the proper reply, I posed a few questions to him whom he answered: “Excuse my asking, are you Jewish?” “Certainly!” I was born Jewish and we belong to a synagogue, where I attended Sunday and Hebrew school, and even was duly Bar-Mitzvahed, but never before in my 27 years of living did I hear the word Mikva. Could you please explain its meaning?”

Two years ago, when I launched my campaign, for Utensils Mikvas to be built in a manner that it will be exposed, seen and noticed to all Jewish eyes, each time they come to a synagogue, Jewish school and JCCs, for which purpose I printed and distributed already few flyers, and laminated color posters, I did not yet fully realize how acute is the problem and how urgent is the need for such an undertaking. Because the Mitzva of Family Purity, is a sensitive topic, and therefore even our most beautiful Mikvas are hidden from the public eye, consequently too many of our people, like our Midwest young man above, have never heard about or seen a Mikva in their lives, although there are quite a few Mikvas in the city where our “hero” dwells, and “what is far from the eye is far from the heart.” This is one of the reasons why the Mitzva of immersion, in spite of being one of our most basic commandments, is nevertheless one of the most neglected. 

To overcome this problem, like we find in Sanhedrin 94, that some of the non-sensitive laws of purity and sanctity where introduced to young boys and girls, which guarantees their observance of “Family Purity and Sanctity” at their proper age, and the Talmud claims that in the merit of observing the Mitzva of Mikva by the TOTALITY of our people, Yerushalayim and OUR communities were and will be saved. Nowadays we should introduce purity and sanctity via the vehicle of immersion of Utensils, which is under Torah obligation even today, but it is a non-sensitive topic, and therefore there is no problem to speak about it publicly, to any age group, and it gives us an opportunity to expose through it, indirectly and sub-consciously, the subject of Mikva, which is so greatly needed. Another non-sensitive avenue to introduce Mikva is through the edict of “Repentance Requires Immersion!” (Ohr Zarua 1:20). 

The above encounter must serve as a catalyst to push harder and faster for: A. Building of Utensils Mikvas for the Jewish public eye in a prominent and appropriate place of every synagogue, Jewish school and JCC, as there is a big difference between what we hear about seldom, or once in a lifetime, with added negative remarks, in contrast to what we live with, while sense making positive explanations are available on hand. B. Introducing Mikva Kaylim into the curriculum of school-age children, for which, here are some practical suggestions:  

1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Shamson Rephael Hirsh, as adapted on our laminated posters, and in “Waters of Eden,” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan.

   2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, as seen on our laminated 11”x17” color posters.
   3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them a personal pride in it.

   4. Photograph each child at the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them a framed 11”x14” enlargement of the picture for them to put up in their room, as a souvenir and reminder.
   5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for posting in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school hallways.
 Hence, living with a meaningful picture, where the non-sensitive Mikva slogans are clearly and prominently displayed surrounding them in the picture; generate the greatest chance that, when grown up, Mikva will be part of their lives.

These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world.


However, if we want it to happen there, by the least observant, we must start it here, by the most observant.
Some of the most illustrious Rabbis approve the project. 

A few days after the encounter, 5 Elul 5764, I met a philanthropist, who acquaint me with the 15 Mikvas he already built, the last of them at a cost of 6 million Dollars. I argued: “For the cost of 1 Mikva, conduct Mikva outreach campaigns, which will certainly result with thousands of Jews starting to observe and build their own Mikvas. But if you insist upon building, rather then promoting Mikva, then build Utensil Mikvas.” He questioned: “Will you find synagogues and schools who will agree to build a Utensil Mikva in a prominent and appropriate place of their facilities? You find them and I will fund them!” One day after, 6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the undertaking, and since then, a few more synagogues. 

We wish to present our generous contributor with a list of 100 Utensils Mikvas to be built; each of them will cost around $15,000 plus the signs and decorations which requirement might change from place to place. Nevertheless the total amount will be much smaller from what he paid for the last Mikva he built.

Therefore we propose to you: If you need assistance with the funding, and exchange of ideas to satisfy your most exquisite taste of decoration and elucidation of Utensils Mikva to your community, please write to us your request, signed by the rabbi and the president of your organization. We might also be able to help you in your general Mikva outreach campaigns, in many other ways, like: printed literature, advice in planning etc. Please write us about your particular needs and requests. We are eager to endeavor together with you for the benefit and salvation of our people – מקוה ישראל ה', מושיעו.

IN BRIEF:  Build, in front to your school and synagogue, in a prominent place, a Kaylim Mikva, as an educational tool, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience, and take it out of forced hiding. Decorate it nicely with Mikva slogans on a suitable sign, to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit, Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved. 

Sincerely your,

Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד 

 © 15 Elul 5764 – (8.31.004)                                                                                                                                                                                                  
RESPECT for our FLAG! Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!

Fundamental respect for any national flag demands: It’s flying on the right side, in the presence of a foreign flag!

Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands: To add the Jewish name while a non-Jewish given name is used.

“Our redemption from Egyptian slavery, was in merit of respect to our heritage, by using only given Jewish names.”

(Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5).

Respect to the Country of our Residence!
     We learn from our Forefather Ya’akov, that a Jew has an added obligation to respect and support the country of his residence, above and beyond its other citizens. (Breshit 33:18). A car, like a flag, represent with pride and honor the country of its production! Hence, driving a foreign car is like flying a foreign flag! The gentiles understand that deep in the heart of every Jew, there must be an emotional allegiance to our Holy Land of Yisrael, and its flag is flying high. However, they rightfully expect from us that, at least the second flag we fly should be of the country of our residence, from where we draw our livelihood and many other benefits. Reserving for our country of residence only the third place of honor, is contempt and a lack of –Hakarat Hatov – thankful recognition and appreciation for all the good and benefits we have drawn from the country where we live. It is not wise for anyone to draw his livelihood in one place, while dispensing all his revenues somewhere else. However, we have additional obligations beyond that, like: Mipnay Darkay Shalom – for the sake of peaceful relations, and to compensate for the false suspicion and accusation that we are not faithful enough to the country that shelters us. Therefore, regardless of the practice of other citizens, we Jews, if possible should prefer driving local cars and avoid foreign cars, which are considered as flying foreign flags, regardless of the country where these cars have been assembled and the ownership of their manufacturer. 

SURVIVAL / Mikva=Tikva=Hope / No Mikva – No Tikva / Mikva Outreach Global Programs,

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petah-Mikva=Tikva 49550

*Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (8.15-19.004) convention, at Hofstra University, West Hempstead, NY, with the participation of 1500 Jewish schoolteachers, principals and rabbis, from around the world, who are responsible for the Jewish education of over 1 million Jewish children, and with 100 exhibition booths of educational materials and services for the schools. A Mikva=Tikva booth was present, to distribute Mikva outreach materials to the convention attendees, beside a lecture to the teachers
Start Them Young!

To  S A V E  Yerushalayim and  O U R  Communities

The TOTALITY OF Our People Must Learn and Observe Mikva, Starting With Tinok and Tinoket

Teach Young Children, Immerse Utensils in a

Kaylim Mikva – Food Utensils Mikva

History repeats itself. In order to respond effectively to the great physical and spiritual dangers facing Yerushalayim and our communities today, we must learn the lessons from comparable past events and periods in Jewish history.

During the reign of King Chizkiyahu, 2704 years ago, Yerushalayim was threatened with total annihilation, when Sancheriv encircled the city with a mighty army of 185,000 officers and countless of soldiers. Miraculously, G-d
History repeats itself. In order to respond effectively to the great physical and spiritual dangers facing Yerushalayim and our communities today, we must learn the lessons from comparable past events and periods in Jewish history.

During the reign of King Chizkiyahu, 2704 years ago, Yerushalayim was threatened with total annihilation, when Sancheriv encircled the city with a mighty army of 185,000 officers and countless of soldiers. Miraculously, G-d’s angel destroyed this cruel army at midnight, before they got a chance to shoot a single arrow, due to the merit that the TOTALITY of our people, starting with “tinok and tinoket” - male and female children, learned Torah and observed the mitzva of Mikva (Sanhedrin 94-96). The obvious question is how children too young to understand the sensitive nature of Family Purity and Sanctity could gain any understanding of Mikva? The answer, according to the Maharsha, is that the children of that era were taught the laws of eating foods in a state of purity, relating to the practices in the time of the Temple in Yerushalayim.

Today, in the absence of the Temple, eating food in purity is not feasible, but we should start training our children at a young age in the laws of Mikva by teaching them the laws requiring the immersion of new food utensils in Mikva Kaylim - a Mikva designated for this purpose. If children are taught the laws of Tevilat Kaylim, which they can appreciate at an early age, they will more readily observe and understand the laws of Family Purity and Sanctity as they mature, since Mikva will already be part of their religious lives. This might be why the Talmud insists that the teaching of the Laws of Purity should be introduced to children at a young age of “Tinok and Tinoket.”


Here are some practical suggestions for introducing Mikva Kaylim into the curriculum of school-age children:

1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Shamson Rephael Hirsh, which is presented at the end of this essay.

2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, as seen on next page.

3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them a personal pride in it.

4. Photograph each child at the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them framed enlargement of the picture for them to put up in their room, as a souvenir and reminder.

5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Mikva Kaylim - Food Utensils Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for posting in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school hallways.

These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world.
IN BRIEF:

Build, in front to your school and synagogue, in a prominent place, a Kaylim Mikva, as an educational tool, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience, and take it out of forced hiding. Decorate it nicely with Mikva slogans on a suitable sign (such as the one on the next page), to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit,Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved.

     What is the rationale for conducting a special school campaign for the Mikva Kaylim?


Hashem has ordered us to sanctify ourselves in three spheres:

1. Sanctifying the time of our lives, Shabbat and Holidays.


2. Sanctifying the food that keeps us alive, by following the laws of Kashrus, and 


3. To sanctify the continuation of our lives through observance of Family Purity and Sanctity laws -

“The one gift we can give our children only once in their lifetime.”


There is a fundamental connection between accepting and learning Torah and the concept of Mikva. Before accepting the Torah, we learn that every member of our people, men and women, young as old, were required to immerse in the Mikva as a precondition to receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Mikva remains fundamental to Jewish communal life, as we see from the laws which require us to build a Mikva, even before a synagogue, in any new Jewish community, and the requirement for each Jewish family to live in a community within safe walking distance of a Mikva.

Unfortunately, this fundamental Mitzvah has become neglected because of the sensitive nature of the subject. The observances of the Mikva and the laws of the Mikva are among the least explained and understood, and as a result, the least observed Mitzvot.

This unfamiliarity is a basic part of the problem, because it fosters myths leading to the development of negative attitudes about the Mikva.

By contrast, most Jews, religious or not, have a basic understanding of Shabbat, and they encounter its observance quiet often, if not every week. Kashrus is another concept that Jews of all backgrounds encounter quite often on everyday food products bearing prominent Kashrus certifications on their wrappers. But Mikva is something that many Jews never encounter nor personally experience at all in their lives, making the negative stories and myths they may hear about Mikva more believable.

Some of the reluctance to discuss Mikva and make it a more open part of Jewish communal life is due to the sensitivity of the subject, as well as the Jewish concept of modesty, and the mysterious roots of these laws, whose practice, according to our traditions, originated with Adam and Chava - Eve, for the same reason that they were expelled from the Garden of Eden.

As a result, Jewish educators have been reluctant to teach young children about Mikva at a young age, but these sensitivities do not apply to the teaching of the laws of Mikva Kaylim. In fact, in the Torah, the only place that the word Mikva is mentioned in reference to immersion deals specifically with purifying food utensils, (Vayikra 31:32-36).

By teaching it in the context of Tvilat Kaylim, the concept of Mikva can be introduced and explained to children of all backgrounds and ages without any fear of touching on sensitive questions. As they mature and have to learn the laws of Family Purity and Sanctity, Mikva will already be part of their lives.

What is the reason that many new food utensils, specifically those made out of materials from the earth, including metals, glass and glass-covered ceramics, and excluding wood and some plastic utensils, need to be immersed in a Mikva?


*G-d has elevated the human being above all creatures by providing us with superior mental faculties, and the ability to exercise a limited mastery over everything else on earth. Man’s ability to produce vessels out of glass, metal or glazed ceramic, made of processed metal ore, sand and earth, is one of the first and most basic applications of human intelligence and control over nature. By contrast, the necessity to eat to physically sustain our bodies is a constant reminder of the animal components in man's fundamental nature.
When we use a metal or glass utensil for eating, we are using but also symbolically insulting man's highest mental faculties by using it to serve our animal nature. The Torah, therefore requires us to inject an element of the spiritual into the process, in order to elevate even this most physical of man's activities to the realm of sanctity. Therefore, before we are allowed to use a new metal or glass utensil to prepare or serve food, we must first elevate it to a level of holiness by immersing it in a Mikva. By immersing utensil, it takes on some of the spiritual qualities of the consecrated vessels of the Holy Temple, which sanctified anything that was placed in them. Immersing our new food utensils will help to sanctify every piece of food which we prepare and serve in them.
*Adapted from Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsh as explained in “Water of Eden” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, page 26.

Support Mikva Outreach

Please consider donating a token amount equal to your annual expenditure on Mikva for the daily and monthly use. Any contribution will be gratefully accepted. May it bestow blessings upon your home. 

For information and to send a tax deductible contribution, write:


Survival/Mikva-Tikva=Hope / Mikva Outreach Global Programs 


USA: 1360 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219


ISRAEL: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petach-Mikva=Tikva 49550

© Copyright 2003 by Imanuel Ravad. Sivan 1, 5763-45th day of the Omer / (June 1, ‘03).

25 Tishrai 5765 – (Oct. 11.004)

Rabbi Imanuel Ravad

Survival / Mikva=Tikva=Hope

1360 – 44th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Dear Rabbi Ravad:

In the name of our Mispallelim, we wish to thank you for an inspiring Mikva Drosha, this past Shabbat Breshit.

Since there is no men’s Mikva within the Riverdale neighborhood, we are in the midst of building one and in need of approximately $50,000 for its completion.


We have decided to follow your suggestion of building a separate Kaylim-(Utensils)-Mikva. We are certain that our Kaylim-Mikvah would be well received in our community because it is a non-sensitive subject and is a well-accepted Torah obligation even in our times. 

Our Kaylim-Mikvah facility will be decorated with attractive signs, containing inspiring Mikva slogans and elucidations and will serve us also as a base for a general on-going Mikva outreach program, for the Jewish community of Riverdale and its vicinity. 


We hope that you will be able to help us with the funding to construct the proposed Kaylim-Mikva.    


Respectfully yours,

Admor Abraham Lisauer, Rav 

Cong. Torah V’Chessed

בס"ד
B u i l d   a   K a y l i m   (U t e n s i l)   M i k v a 

in front of your Synagogue, School & JCC!  W h y ? ?
During the last CAJE* 29 convention, Rosh Chodesh Elul 5764 – (8/17/04), a booth representative of a prominent Midwest Jewish service organization approached me and exclaimed, “We must thank you for displaying your impressive Mikva=Tikva billboard vehicle to our convention. I never saw anything like that before, and it forced me to plunge a little deeper into Jewish thinking. However, could you please explain me, I recognize the word Tikva as the National Anthem of the State of Israel, but what is the meaning of Mikva, a word that I never heard, seen nor encountered before, during my life time?” To give him the proper reply, I posed a few questions to him whom he answered: “Excuse my asking, are you Jewish?” “Certainly!” I was born Jewish and we belong to a synagogue, where I attended Sunday and Hebrew school, and even was duly Bar-Mitzvahed, but never before in my 27 years of living did I hear the word Mikva. Could you please explain its meaning?”

When my poster and flyer campaign for Kaylim (Utensils) Mikvas to be built in a manner that they will be seen and noticed by all Jewish eyes each time they come to a synagogue, Jewish school and JCC’s, was launched, I did not realize how urgent the need is for such an undertaking! Due to the sensitivity of the Mitzva of Family Purity, even our most beautiful, multi-million Dollars Mikva palaces are hidden from the public eye. Consequently, too many of our people, like our Midwest young man above, have never heard about, or seen, a Mikva in their lives, although there are quite a few Mikvas in the city where our “hero” dwells. This is one of the reasons why the Mitzva of immersion, in spite of being one of our most basic commandments, is nevertheless one of the most neglected. 

To overcome this problem, we must take a lesson from Sanhedrin 94 where it is reported that non-sensitive laws of purity and sanctity were introduced at a very young age to boys and girls. This guarantees their observance of “Family Purity and Sanctity” at the proper age. As a result, in the merit of observing Mikva by the TOTALITY of our people, Yerushalayim and OUR communities were, and will once again be, saved. Nowadays, we should introduce some of the laws of purity and sanctity to young children via the vehicle of utensils immersion, which is under Torah obligation even today. Since it is not a sensitive topic, there is no problem to teach it publicly to any age group. This gives us the opportunity to publicize the subject of Mikva, which is so greatly needed. Another non-sensitive avenue to introduce Mikva is through the edict of “Repentance Requires Immersion!” (Ohr Zarua 1:20). 

The above anecdote should spur us on to: A. Building of Kaylim (Utensils) Mikvas in prominent and appropriate locations in every synagogue, Jewish school and JCC. An impressive sign explaining the reasons for the need to immerse new food utensils in a Mikva, is educationally much more important then the Mikva itself, since there might be many hidden Utensils Mikvas in the community. The topic of Mikva must be often before our eyes, since there is a big difference between what we hear about seldom, perhaps accompanied by negative remarks, in contrast to what we see posted and explained. B. Introducing Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva into the curriculum of school-age children, practical suggestions for which, are:  

   1. Start with a lecture to the children, suitable to their age, about the Torah requirement to immerse new food utensils in the Mikva. You may also introduce the explanation of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, as adapted on our laminated posters and in “Waters of Eden,” by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan.
   2. Create and post a large and attractive sign with relevant Mikva slogans for the local Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, an example of which is our laminated 11” x 17” color poster.
   3. Arrange to give each child his or her own food utensil, such as a personalized glass mug, and take them to the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva to immerse it. The mug will also carry Mikva slogans, and the note “I immersed my mug in a Mikva,” which will give them personal pride in it.
   4. Photograph each child at the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, with the sign containing the Mikva slogans, and give them a framed 11”x14” picture for them to hang in their room as a souvenir.
   5. Take class pictures of the trip to the Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva in front of the sign, one of which should be enlarged and framed for hanging in the classroom, or a prominent place in the school lobby.

 Hence, living with a meaningful picture, where the non-sensitive Mikva slogans are clearly and prominently displayed, there is a greater chance that, when grown up, Mikva will be part of their lives.

These educational strategies have been successfully tested recently in a non-religious secular school in Israel, indicating that they should be easily adaptable to other schools around the world.

However, if we want it to happen by the least observant, we must start it by the most observant.
Many illustrious Rabbis approve the project. 

Fatefully, a few days after the above encounter, 5 Elul 5764, I bumped into a philanthropist, who acquainted me with the 15 Mikvas he already built, the last of them at a cost of six million dollars. I argued: “It is high time to start promoting Mikvas, instead of just building them. Since for the amount it cost to build one Mikva, you can conduct a serious Mikva outreach campaign that will certainly result in many thousands of Jews starting to observe Mikva. They will also get the drive and find the means to build their own Mikvas by themselves. But if you insist upon building, rather then promoting, Mikvas, then, at least, build Kaylim (Utensils) Mikvas, which will result with many more people observing Family Purity and Sanctity Mikva.” He answered, “Do you expect to find synagogues and schools who will agree to build a Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva in a prominent and appropriate place in their facilities? If you find them, I will fund them!” One day later, on  6 Elul 5764, I found the first school to agree to the undertaking, and, since then, a few more synagogues have agreed. However, we wish to present our generous contributor with a list of 100 Utensils Mikvas to be built; with the estimated cost of $15,000 each, plus certain asthetic requirement might vary from place to place. Nevertheless, the total amount will be much smaller than what he paid for the last Mikva he built!

Hence, we propose to your community: If you need assistance with the funding, and/or exchange of ideas to satisfy your most demanding requirements of taste and decoration and more importantly, the explanation of the importance of Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva to your community, please send us your request signed by the Rabbi and President of your organization. We might also be able to help you in your general Mikva outreach campaigns, in other ways, such as: printed literature, advice in planning etc. Please write us about any of your particular needs and requests. We are eager to help you for the benefit and salvation of our people – מקוה ישראל ה', מושיעו.

IN BRIEF: Build, in a prominent place in your school synagogue, or JCC, a Kaylim (Utensils) Mikva, as an educational tool. Its main objective will be its impressive sign, and explanation of the purpose of this Mikva, and immersion in general, in order to bring Mikva to the center of Jewish life and experience. Take it out of forced hiding! Decorate your sign with Mikva slogans, to remind all of us about Mikva. When Mikva will constantly be in front of our eyes, the concept will certainly penetrate our hearts, leading to the TOTALITY of our people observing and learning about Mikva, and, G-d willing, in that merit, Yerushalayim and our communities will be saved. 

Sincerely your,

Imanuel Ravad – עמנואל ראב"ד 

 © 21 Elul 5764 – (Sep.6.004) 

*Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (8.15-19.004) convention, at Hofstra University, West Hempstead, NY, with the participation of 1500 Jewish schoolteachers, principals and Rabbis, from around the world, who are responsible for the Jewish education of over 1 million Jewish children. There were 100 exhibition booths of educational materials and services for the schools. A Mikva=Tikva booth was present, to distribute Mikva outreach materials to the convention attendees, beside lectures to the teachers). 

SURVIVAL / Mikva=Tikva=Hope / No Mikva – No Tikva / Mikva Outreach Global Programs,

USA: 1360 – 44 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. Israel: Hansihim Street 17-b, Petah-Mikva=Tikva 49550

RESPECT for our FLAG!  Respect Your Jewish Name & Identity!
               Fundamental respect for any national flag demands its flying on the right side in the presence of a foreign flag!

Fundamental respect to Judaism equally demands using your Jewish name even if you are known by a non-Jewish name.

           “Our redemption from Egyptian slavery was in the merit of our respect for our heritage, by using only our Jewish names… 

            and observing Mikva, which did not allow any assimilation and intermarriage process.” (Medrash Vayikra Raba 32:5).
בס"ד 
רבני פתח-תקוה משיקים מסע הסברה ל- מ ק ו ה   כ ל י ם

בברכת הרב הגאון ר' יצחק זילברשטיין, שליט"א, רבה של רמת אלחנן.

     מסע הסברה היום, מדוע? 
     ירושלים ועם ישראל סביב העולם, נמצאים כיום בסכנה הדומה לזו הנמשכת אלפי שנה. ומכיוון שההיסטוריה חוזרת על עצמה, חובתנו ללמוד לקח ממאורעות העבר וליישם אותם. בשנת 3060 לבריאה, לפני 2705 שנה, הזכות שהצילה את ירושלים מחורבן מוחץ, כאשר סנחריב מלך אשור בראש 185000 ראשי גייסות ומיליוני חיילים צרו על ירושלים, בימי המלך חזקיהו, ואי"ה אותה הזכות המיוחדת שתציל אותנו בכל מקום ובכל זמן, ובייחוד בסכנה הקיומית והרוחנית המאיימת עלינו כיום, היא ש-: "מדן ועד באר שבע, וממזרח ועד מערב, לא נמצא תינוק ותינוקת, איש ואשה שלא היו בקיאין בהלכות טומאה וטהרה". (הגדה של פסח: "ויהי בחצי הלילה", סנהדרין צד-צו, מלכים ב' יח-כ, ישעיהו לו-לט, דברי הימים ב':כט-לב). 
     שנים מתוך חמשת המסרים הברורים והבולטים ביותר, הם: א. מקווה ותלמוד תורה, הם המצוות הבסיסיות החשובות ביותר לעם ישראל. ב.  תנאי ראשוני להצלת ירושלים הוא לימוד ושמירת הלכות מקוואות - טומאה וטהרה, על ידי כל עם ישראל, כולל תינוק ותינוקת. אך מקוה הוא נושא רגיש, ולא נוח ללמדו בפרהסיה, ובייחוד לגילאים צעירים. מקוה כלים, בניגוד לכך, הוא נושא בלתי רגיש, ולכן אפשר ללמדו בכל מקום ובכל זמן וגם לתינוק ותינוקת, ודרך נושא מקוה כלים ניתן להגיע למכלול נושאי טומאה וטהרה, ובזכות שמירת המצווה על ידי כל עם ישראל נציל גם כיום, את ירושלים ואת קהילותנו סביב העולם. ראוי לציון, שהפעם היחידה שהמונח מקוה בקשר לטבילה מוזכר בתורה, הוא בנושא הבלתי רגיש של טומאת כלים וטהרתם על ידי טבילה במקוה. (ויקרא יא:לו, עיין: "להציל את ירושלים", 'בנין משפחתך עם [או בלי] ברכה'? "בנו משפחתכם בקדושה"!, מתוך הספר: "בלי מקוה אין תקוה, מדוע?" מאת עמנואל ראב"ד, הופץ לכל הספריות הציבוריות בארץ. 

     ברור שהנושא מעורר הרבה תמיהות ושאלות, להם אנו מצפים מהקוראים הנכבדים, כדי שנוכל למלא את חובתנו בתשובות מבהירות. אנא הציגו את שאלותיכם לרב שלכם, או כתבו לכתובת הרשומה בתמונה. 

     הסברה מיוחדת למקוה כלים, מדוע? 
     בורא עולם צווה את עם ישראל להתקדש בשלוש קדושות: 1. קדושת הזמן של החיים, שמירת שבת קודש ומועדי ישראל. 2. קדושת האוכל שמקיים אותנו בחיים, כשרות המאכלים. ו-3. קדושת המשך החיים, טהרת וקדושת המשפחה, והלכות מקוואות. אך למרות שמצוות תלמוד תורה וקדושת וטהרת המשך החיים, הם המצוות החשובות והבסיסיות ביותר, שהרי טבילת כל עם ישראל במקוה, מנער עד זקן, וטף ונשים היה תנאי למתן תורה, ולהיותנו לעם, ואסור ליהודי לגור בעיר שאין בה מקוה במרחק הליכה בטוחה ברגל, ובכל זאת, מקוה היא המצוה הפחות מובנת ומוסברת, ולכן, לדאבוננו גם הפחות נשמרת. אחת הסיבות לכך היא: כי את שבת קודש פוגש כל יהודי, באיזו צורה שהיא, לפחות פעם בשבוע. במונח הכשרות אנו נתקלים כמעט כל יום, בהכשרים המודפסים על אריזות אוכל מוכן, ותעודות כשרות המוצגות לראווה במקום בולט בחנויות ומסעדות כשרות. אך לדאבוננו, במונח מקוה, רוב העם לא נתקל, ואם בכלל, אז רק פעמים ספורות במשך כל החיים, וגם אז, בדרך כלל בצורת סיפורים ביקורתיים ודמיוניים. והסיבה לכך נעוצה בחטא שבגללו נתקללו אדם וחווה בגן עדן, ובגלל קללה זו, נושא המקוה והטבילה בו נהפך להיות רגיש, ולכן הנושא מוסתר, ממעטים לדבר בו ואינו מוסבר דיו, והמסתורין סביב הנושא, מהווה רקע לביקורת הדמיונית הנ"ל. אך מקוה כלים, בניגוד לכך, אינו נושא רגיש, וניתן לדבר עליו בגלוי, בכל מקום ובכל זמן, ועם כל גיל, כמוזכר לעיל. 

     מהו הקשר בין כלים חדשים, ונקיים בהכרח, והצורך לטבילתם במקוה? 

"בורא עולם רומם את האדם מעל כל היצורים, בכוח המחשבה והרוחניות האלוקית. הייצור והשימוש בכלים מותכים מייצג את חכמת האדם ושליטתו המוגבלת על הארץ וחומרי הגלם שבה. בניגוד לכך, האכילה משתייכת רק לחלק הבהמי הנחות של האדם. ולכן, כאשר האדם, הייצור היחידי המסוגל לאכול בעזרת כלים, משתמש בכלים מותכים לאכילה, הוא מנצל אך גם מבזה את כוח המחשבה העליון שלו, על ידי השימוש בו לצורך הגשמי הנחות של טבעו הבהמי. אך התורה דורשת מאתנו להעלות אפילו את הפעולות הגשמיות הנחותות ביותר של האדם, לתחום הרוחני. ולכן, לפני השימוש בכלים מותכים לצורך אכילה, התורה מחייבת אותנו להעלותם למעלה רוחנית של קדושה וטהרה על ידי הטבילה במקוה. בצורה זאת, כלי המאכל של היהודי, מקדש את האוכל המוגש בו, בדומה לכלים המקודשים שבבית המקדש, שהיו מקדשים כל דבר שהוכנס בתוכם". מאת הרב שמשון רפאל הירש, בספר: "מימי גן עדן" מאת הרב אריה קפלן, ע' 34, תורגם, עובד, הודפס והופץ לכל הספריות הציבוריות בארץ, ע"י עמנואל ראב"ד. 
     בוודאי נשארו לכם עוד הרבה שאלות, ואנו מקווים ומצפים לשמוע מכם, כנ"ל. ובזכות לימוד, הבנת ושמירת מצוות טומאה וטהרה, נעזור איש לרעהו 'להציל את ירושלים ואת קהילותינו', מידי העומדים עלינו בכל דור ודור לכלותינו, ח"ו, ורק הקדוש ברוך הוא, הוא המצילנו מידם! 
בס"ד
חנכו אותם בצעירותם - "תינוק ותינוקת" תחילה
להטביל כלים במקוה כלים!

להציל את ירושלים ואת קהילותינו -
עם ישראל  כ ו ל ו  חייב ללמוד ולשמור מקוה טהרה.

     ירושלים ועם ישראל סביב העולם, נמצאים כיום בסכנה הדומה לזו הנמשכת אלפי שנה. ומכיוון שההיסטוריה חוזרת על עצמה, חובתנו ללמוד לקח ממאורעות העבר וליישם אותם.
     בשנת 3060 לבריאה, לפני 2705 שנה, הזכות שהצילה את ירושלים מחורבן מוחץ, בימי המלך חזקיהו, כאשר סנחריב מלך אשור בראש 185,000 ראשי גייסות וחיילים ללא מספר, צרו על ירושלים להחריבה, ובנס גלוי "בחצי הלילה", מלאך ה' השמיד את כולם, לפני שהספיקו לירות אפילו חץ אחד ולהזיק, ואותה הזכות המיוחדת שתציל אותנו, אי"ה, בכל מקום ובכל זמן, ובייחוד בסכנה הקיומית והרוחנית המאיימת עלינו כיום, היא ש-: "מדן ועד באר שבע, וממזרח ועד מערב, לא נמצא תינוק ותינוקת, איש ואשה שלא היו בקיאין בהלכות טומאה וטהרה", (סנהדרין פד). 
     בגיל הרך של "תינוק ותינוקת", לא ראוי ולא רצוי, ובוודאי לא לימדו אותם הלכות טהרת המשפחה שהן גם למעלה מהבנתם. ולכן, לדברי המהרש"א הם עסקו בהלכות אכילת חולין בטהרה, שנהגו בזמן שבית המקדש קיים. אך בימינו, עד שייבנה בית המקדש במהרה בימנו, חשוב ביותר לחנך את צעירי הצאן, בנושאי טבילת כלים, שקרוב ללבם והשגתם, ונרוויח מזאת, שכאשר יתבגרו, ויהיה עליהם ללמוד הלכות טהרת וקדושת המשפחה, נושא המקוה כבר יהיה חלק מהוויתם וקרוב ללבם, ובוודאי זאת אחת הסיבות המרכזיות שהלכות טומאה וטהרה לימדו תינוק ותינוקת תחילה. 
     והרי כמה הצעות מעשיות לקדם את נושא מקוה כלים לתלמידים צעירים.
1. התחילו בהרצאת ולימוד הנושא לצעירים, בהתאם לגילם והבנתם, ראוי לטבל בהסבר הרב שמשון רפאל הירש. 
2. הכינו שלט חוצות גדול ומרשים עם סיסמאות בנושאי מקוואות לקשט את מקוה הכלים המקומי, כדוגמת תמונת השלט הרצוף בזה.
3. תנו במתנה לכל ילד וילדה, כלי אישי, כגון ספל גדול, רצוי מזכוכית בלתי שבירה, וקחו אותם לטבול את הכלי האישי, במקוה הכלים המקומי. רצוי שעל הספל יהיו מודפסים כמה מסיסמאות המקוה, וכן: "אני טבלתי את הכלי הזה במקוה", דבר שיתן להם קשר אישי לכלי ולנושא המקוואות.

4. צלמו כל תלמיד ותלמידה במעמד טבילת הכלי האישי שלהם, לפני השלט המכיל את סיסמאות המקוה. הגדילו ומסגרו את התמונה, ותנו להם במתנה, כדי שיוכל לתלות למזכרת בחדרם.

5. קחו תמונת כיתה לפני השלט, ממעמד טבילת הכלים במקוה הכלים. הגדילו, מסגרו ותלו בכיתה או במקום חשוב באחד ממסדרונות בית הספר.

     ניסיון חינוכי זה, נעשה בבית ספר, בלתי דתי אחד בארץ, וניתן לשפוט לפי ההצלחה, שכדאי, ראוי ורצוי לפעול לפי מסגרת זאת, בכל בתי הספר היהודיים סביב העולם.
     הקשר בין כלים חדשים והצורך לטבילתם במקוה. 
     "בורא עולם רומם את האדם מעל כל היצורים, בכוח המחשבה והרוחניות האלוקית. הייצור והשימוש בכלים מותכים מייצג את חכמת האדם ושליטתו המוגבלת על הארץ וחומרי הגלם שבה. בניגוד לכך, האכילה משתייכת רק לחלק הבהמי הנחות של האדם. ולכן, כאשר האדם, הייצור היחידי המסוגל לאכול בעזרת כלים, משתמש בכלים מותכים לאכילה, הוא מנצל אך גם מבזה את כוח המחשבה העליון שלו, על ידי השימוש בו לצורך הגשמי הנחות של טבעו הבהמי. אך התורה דורשת מאתנו להעלות אפילו את הפעולות הגשמיות הנחותות ביותר של האדם, לתחום הרוחני. ולכן, לפני השימוש בכלים מותכים לצורך אכילה, התורה מחייבת אותנו להעלותם למעלה רוחנית של קדושה וטהרה על ידי הטבילה במקוה. בצורה זאת, כלי המאכל של היהודי, מקדש את האוכל המוגש בו, בדומה לכלים המקודשים שבבית המקדש, שהיו מקדשים כל דבר שהוכנס בתוכם". מאת הרב שמשון רפאל הירש, בספר: "מימי גן עדן" מאת הרב אריה קפלן, ע' 34, תורגם מאנגלית, עובד, הודפס והופץ לספריות הציבוריות בארץ, ע"י עמנואל  ראב"ד. 
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